July 29, 2002

The Minnesota Stand Down is a fitting and
worthy event, recognizing the efforts of the
veterans in our community and providing
needed relief from the difficulties of day-to-day
life. As a state legislator, | was especially
proud to represent veterans in Minnesota and
champion their patriotism, courage and honor.
As a Member of Congress, | will continue sup-
porting Stand Downs across the country and |
encourage my colleagues to do the same.

RECOGNIZING NORMAN AND LINDA
MANZER FOR BEING WORLD
CITIZENS OF THE YEAR

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Norman and Linda
Manzer for being named St. Helena World
Citizens of the Year 2002. As residents of St.
Helena for over 30 years, they have continued
to make positive contortions to my hometown.

Norm and Linda Manzer have dedicated
their lives to making their city, their country
and the world better through community serv-
ice. Norm and Linda have made thirteen trips
to Russia in the past decade for humanitarian
work with Rotary International, which is an or-
ganization of business and professional lead-
ers united worldwide who provide humani-
tarian service, encourage high ethical stand-
ards in all vocations and help build goodwill
and peace in the world. Norm and Linda have
been instrumental in Rotary International’s
Children of Russia Project. Norm and Linda’s
tireless work to improve the lives of the Rus-
sian people has been invaluable.

Norm has worked as a General Insurance
Agent for 29 years. His insurance office has
grown along with the St. Helena community to
provide for over 1200 families. He has volun-
teered his time to a number of organizations.
He served as President of the Silverado Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross, President of
the St. Helena Chamber of Commerce. He is
a member of the Napa County Farm Bureau
and the co-founder of Friends of Napa Valley.
He has lectured at Pacific Union College and
St. Helena High School.

Linda has dedicated her life to her family
and community. In addition to her community
service work, she and Norm raised two won-
derfully successful children.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the achievements of Norm and Linda Manzer.
The town of St. Helena, the entire Napa Val-
ley, and our nation should aspire to achieve
the success of these two great Americans.

LORI BERENSON

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
for almost seven years, Lori Berenson, an
American, has been imprisoned in Peru under
exceptionally harsh conditions that have seri-
ously affected her health. From the beginning,
many of us have said that Lori’'s convictions
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were based on extremely flawed trials in which
she was denied due process. Her first convic-
tion by a hooded military tribunal was so taint-
ed that it was thrown out by Peru. Earlier this
month, the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights announced that her second trial
was also flawed, determining that the Peruvian
government violated Ms. Berenson'’s rights.

Indeed, much of the evidence used against
Lori was gathered during her discredited mili-
tary trial, in many cases from witnesses who
had been subjected to torture. Most of the wit-
nesses have since recanted their earlier state-
ments. The only witness against Lori at the
second trial received a reduced sentence in
return for his initial testimony condemning Lori
and, on the eve of Lori's second trial, was
given a new trial so that he can get another
reduction in sentence. Furthermore, court pro-
ceedings clearly show that the judges had de-
cided the verdict long before this trial began.
How fair is a trial in which a judge proclaims
a defendant guilty while witnesses are still
being heard? Even this badly tainted court ad-
mitted that Lori was innocent of terrorist acts
or of belonging to a terrorist organization. Fur-
ther, the law under which Lori was convicted
has been widely condemned by the inter-
national community for its broad scope and
outrageously heavy penalties.

The Inter-American Commission has spoken
and Peru should listen. Lori has condemned
terrorism and has said that she opposed the
violence and deaths there have been. Peru
embarrasses itself by continuing to keep her in
prison based on a flawed trial and an indefen-
sible statute.

She has been in prison for far too long. It
is time for Lori to come home.

———

COMMENDING MR. DENNIS
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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Mr. Dennis DeMelloPine, and to
wish him and his fiancee, Miss Pattie
Christman, the very best on the occasion of
their marriage. A native of Santa Clara, Cali-
fornia, Mr. DeMelloPine has devoted a ftre-
mendous amount of time and energy to com-
munity leadership, labor leadership, and chari-
table causes. His greatest contribution, how-
ever, has been his professional career-thirty
years of dedicated service to the Bay Area as
a firefighter.

Dennis’s love for aviation as a young man
led him to become a United Airlines mechanic,
in which capacity he perfected the skills that
would eventually help him become a licensed
pilot. But Dennis decided to make aviation an
avocation rather than a career, and in 1972,
he joined the Santa Clara County Fire Depart-
ment. Over the course of the next decade
Dennis served in several different commu-
nities, and became a Fire Captain in 1979. A
few years later, he settled in permanently at
the University Avenue Station in Los Gatos,
where he has served for the last twenty years.
His fellow firefighters could not have been
happier about that decision: when Dennis is
not out on a job he is busy cooking his com-
pany some of the best meals to be found in
town.
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Considering the long hours required of a
firefighter, and how strenuous those hours can
be, it is amazing how much Dennis has con-
tributed to our community outside of his fire-
fighting duties. For fourteen years, Dennis
served as President of the International Asso-
ciation of Fire Fighters Local 1165, bringing
improved working conditions and increased
benefits to his peers while working to maintain
a strong labor-management partnership. He
has also helped the Department procure gov-
ernmental relief from budget problems, and
has played a major role in making the County
Fire Department more efficient and accessible.
He not only understands the needs of the em-
ployees in his own community, but also works
effectively between community fire depart-
ments by using his managerial savvy to facili-
tate mergers. From every point of view, he
has made an invaluable contribution to the fire
departments of the Bay Area.

Dennis received a letter of commendation in
1997 for fighting the “Cats” fire in Los Gatos
and a Merit Award for outstanding service in
1999, but Dennis has done much more for the
community that goes largely unnoticed. He is
a coach in the local PONY baseball and soft-
ball league, and he is an organizer and active
participant in local fundraisers for charity and
labor concerns. Much to my delight, Mr.
DeMelloPine is also a strong and active sup-
porter of the Democratic Party.

Dennis’s commitment to family is every bit
as strong as his commitment to the community
and to his career. He has close relationships
with his brothers, cousins, aunts and uncles,
relationships serving as an important balance
to the demanding nature and stressfulness of
his job. Most importantly, Dennis’s mother has
been a good friend and a great parent to her
son for his whole life, and much of the suc-
cess Dennis has enjoyed in life can be attrib-
uted to this wonderful woman.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Mr. Dennis
DeMelloPine and wish him and his lovely
fiancee, Miss Pattie Christman, all the best on
the occasion of their wedding. They have both
brought much happiness and security to our
community, and may they now do the same
for each other.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE SERVICE
OF MARION P. CARNELL
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Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Marion P. Carnell of Ware Shoals,
South Carolina. Mr. Carnell has lead an ex-
traordinary life, more than half of which has
been dedicated to our state in the capacity of
a state legislator. | am proud to represent him
in the United States Congress.

Mr. Carnell graduated from Ware Shoals
High School in 1945. Among his many accom-
plishments are an Honorary Doctor of Law De-
gree from The Citadel in 1993 and an Hon-
orary Ph.D. of Law from Lander University in
1999. Currently Mr. Carnell is a successful re-
tail merchant and President of Piggly Wiggly
Stores in the towns of Ninety-Six and Ware
Shoals, South Carolina. Mr. Carnell and his
wife of 52-years, Sara, are the proud parents
of Marion Ray and the late Toni Lynn. They
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