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goals in the areas of renewable re-
source development and environmental 
protection. For this efficient tech-
nology to reach its full potential, I am 
told that the Advanced Microturbine 
Program should be funded at $14 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2003. At the min-
imum, I encourage my colleagues to re-
cede to the higher House level of $12 
million as we move this bill to con-
ference. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to express my support for an 
amendment that has been introduced 
by our distinguished majority leader. 
This amendment, which has taken a 
variety of forms in the past several 
months, was originally proposed as a 
bill by Senator BAUCUS. I cosponsored 
this bill previously and support it now 
as it provides much needed assistance 
to our Nation’s farmers who have suf-
fered significant crop losses during the 
past 2 crop years. Farmers throughout 
the Nation have suffered great losses, 
and farmers in my home State of 
Michigan have been among those who 
have suffered most. 

Two years of statewide crop failure 
have threatened the viability of Michi-
gan’s farmers, and this amendment 
strives to address the losses suffered by 
growers in the 2001 and 2002 growing 
years. Over the past 2 years, some 
farmers faced early warm temperatures 
followed by freezing conditions. For 
others, torrential rains came early in 
the growing season and were followed 
by long droughts for some farmers. 
Still other farmers faced drought con-
ditions at the start of the crop year 
and heavy rains at harvest time. 

This year, USDA Secretary Ann 
Veneman recognized the atypical 
weather conditions that greatly dimin-
ished crop production in Michigan by 
designating 50 Michigan counties as 
disaster areas. If that was not bad 
enough, Secretary Veneman designated 
that 82 of Michigan’s 83 counties as of-
ficial disaster areas last year. 

Michigan is one of the Nation’s most 
diverse states in terms of the sheer 
breadth and number of crops grown in 
it, and growers of many crops have 
been affected by adverse weather con-
ditions. 

This year, cherry farmers in Michi-
gan lost upwards of 95 percent of their 
crops—a level that threatens to dev-
astate Michigan and the Nation’s cher-
ry industry, given that Michigan pro-
duces over 70 percent of the tart cher-
ries in the nation. Earlier this year, I 
had the opportunity to visit with cher-
ry growers in Michigan and listen to 
them as they told me how this year’s 
crop losses were the worst that the in-
dustry had ever suffered since crop 
records have been kept. Additionally, 
all apple growers in Michigan have had 
at least 20 percent of their crops dam-
aged this, and 80 percent of all Michi-
gan apple farmers have lost upwards of 
40 percent of their crop this year. 

Last year, farmers in just one area of 
Michigan, which is one of the leading 
dry bean producing regions in the Na-

tion, lost 85 percent of their bean crop. 
Across the state, in the southwest cor-
ner of Michigan, labrusca grape grow-
ers lost 80 percent of their crop, and 
they suffered similar losses this year. 
While the losses suffered by bean and 
grape growers are particularly severe, 
they are not the only crops to have suf-
fered drastic losses. 

Approximately 25 percent of apple 
growers in Michigan and across the Na-
tion are in danger of going out of busi-
ness in the next 2 years, and in Michi-
gan that means that our cherry, peach 
and asparagus crops, which are often 
grown on the same orchards as apples, 
will be greatly decreased. Orchard com-
munities around the country have been 
devastated. As farmers have left the 
business, small businesses and coopera-
tives that have been around for genera-
tions have also gone out of business, 
and local governments have lost sig-
nificant tax revenue. This assistance 
will allow many growers to reduce debt 
and get private bank or USDA loans for 
the next growing season. This assist-
ance for will give farmers the shot in 
the arm they need to recover from sev-
eral years of low prices. 

Our Nation’s farmers have not shared 
in the prosperity which many Ameri-
cans have experienced over the past 
decade. No one, least of all America’s 
farmers, likes the fact that annual 
emergency agriculture supplementals 
have seemingly become routine. 

Yet we must provide this assistance 
if we are to address the problems facing 
farmers throughout the Nation. Sev-
eral growers have told me that the 
crops losses they suffered this year 
were so severe that without emergency 
assistance they will most likely lose 
their farms. This assistance is not the 
answer to the problems facing our 
farmers and rural America, but it is an 
important part of an effort to keep 
families on their farms. I thank the 
Senator for South Dakota and the Sen-
ator from Montana for their efforts in 
drafting, supporting and offering this 
amendment.

HAY AND FESCUE CROPS 
Mrs. CARNAHAN. Mr. President, I 

wish to enter a short colloquy with my 
good friend, the Senator from Mon-
tana, one of the chief authors of this 
amendment, and ask him if losses to 
hay and fescue crops due to armyworm 
infestation qualify for assistance under 
amendment 4481 to the Interior Appro-
priations Act. 

As the distinguished Senator might 
know, farmers of forage crops in south-
ern Missouri, and across the country, 
were devastated by a recent armyworm 
infestation. The Secretary of Agri-
culture declared sixty-two Missouri 
counties as natural disaster areas due 
to damage caused by severe armyworm 
infestation. Last year Senator LEAHY 
and I introduced legislation, S. 1354, to 
provide emergency relief for these 
farmers. 

Mr. BAUCUS. In response to my dis-
tinguished colleague, we have con-
sulted with the Department of Agri-

culture and these crop losses would in-
deed qualify for assistance under this 
amendment. 

I know that the armyworm infesta-
tions have caused massive damage to 
crops throughout the Midwest and 
Northeast and I am pleased that this 
legislation will provide some assist-
ance to these farmers. 

Mrs. CARNAHAN. I thank the Chair-
man of the Finance Committee for his 
assurances that this important legisla-
tion will provide much needed relief to 
so many farmers and farm commu-
nities in Missouri.

f

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Madam President, under 
the order that was to be in effect fol-
lowing the termination of the debate 
on the Interior bill, I ask unanimous 
consent that the time for morning 
business begin now and go for an hour. 
I ask that, rather than be controlled by 
any particular party, those wishing to 
speak be allowed to speak for up to 5 
minutes each and that the Senator 
from California be first recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. REID. How long does the Senator 
from California wish to speak? 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. I was hoping 20 
minutes. 

Mr. REID. I ask that the first person 
to be recognized be the Senator from 
California for up to 20 minutes and 
that in the time thereafter, whoever 
wishes to speak may come to speak. We 
are not trying to cut out the minority 
from exercising their ability to speak 
in morning business. I am not sure 
anybody wishes to speak now because 
it is lunchtime, but everybody will 
have the opportunity. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from California is recog-

nized.
f

MORE QUESTIONS THAN ANSWERS 
ON IRAQ 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
I rise today to express my growing con-
cern that we may shortly be faced with 
a decision to unilaterally invade an-
other nation-state, and that is the 
State of Iraq. This concern has been 
heightened by the news of today’s as-
sassination attempt of Afghan Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai in Kandahar. Ear-
lier on, a car bomb exploded in central 
Kabul, killing at least 22 people. 

This event, in my view, underscores 
the point that our primary focus must 
remain on our immediate war on ter-
rorism being waged in troubled Afghan-
istan, where our soldiers are on the 
front line. As a matter of fact, prelimi-
nary reports indicate it was Americans 
who took down the attempted assas-
sins. 

While I welcome President Bush’s re-
cent statement indicating he will seek 
congressional approval of such a use of 
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