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force for the community outside of his ministry. 
He has served as precinct delegate, on the 
Eaton County Courthouse Square board, on 
the state Boundary Commission, village ap-
peals board and Eaton County’s Solid Waste 
Planning Commission. The fruits of his work 
know no bounds. For instance, what started 
as a church youth paper drive for camp schol-
arships developed into the Dimondale recy-
cling center, which recycles over 1.8 million 
pounds of materials a year. 

On Sunday, September 15, 2002, Rev. Toth 
will give his last sermon as the church’s min-
ister and he will be honored for his hard work 
and dedication at a special dinner. John Toth’s 
significant contribution to not only those his 
ministry touched, but also the entire State of 
Michigan, in no way goes unnoticed. I would 
like to express my sincere gratitude for the ef-
forts of Rev. Toth to improve the lives of those 
around him. The people of Michigan are truly 
grateful for his service.
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to call to the attention of my colleagues the 
dedication of a memorial in Oradell, New Jer-
sey to honor and commemorate those who 
lost their lives in the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. 

Let me say first, Mr. Speaker, that I have 
been deeply moved by the outpouring of sup-
port and dedication that we all have seen 
throughout our Nation over the past year. In 
the days and weeks after the tragic events of 
September 11, we heard and read the stories 
of countless family members, neighbors, and 
friends who went to work on that day and 
never came home. 

In my own district, our Bergen County com-
munity was particularly hard-hit. We all know 
someone who was lost. Their stories are heart 
wrenching . . . and still remain nearly unbear-
able in their sadness. 

Over the past year, I have spoken to many 
families in my District in an attempt to bring 
them some consolation. Even though there 
are no words to relieve their anguish, I have 
told each family that they should take some 
comfort in the knowledge that the hearts and 
prayers of the entire Nation were with them. 

As we dedicate this memorial in Oradell this 
evening to all of those who lost their lives on 
that tragic day, we pause to remember each 
of the men and women whose lives were so 
tragically cut short by a brutal and senseless 
act of terrorism. 

In particular, we commemorate the tragic 
loss of one of Oradell’s own residents, Brent 
Woodall. 

In their deaths, the victims of the World 
Trade Center attack have come to symbolize 
all that we love in America. The terrorists at-
tacked the Towers because they represented 
America’s democracy, freedom, diversity, and 
economic prosperity. 

Brent Woodall embodied these ideals in his 
work and in his life. Whether in his work in the 

stock market—the nerve center of America’s 
economic freedom—or as a talented athlete, 
or simply as a man deeply devoted to friends, 
family, and those whom he loved, Brent’s life 
exemplified the American values which have 
made our country great. 

The loss of every life that day was tragic. 
The loss of Brent touches each of us, as he 
and Tracy were just beginning so much of 
their life together. They had just bought a 
home, and were beginning a family together. 

I did not know Brent personally, so I will not 
presume to elaborate upon his life and times 
beyond that. But as I have come to know the 
nearly one hundred residents of my Congres-
sional District who never came home on Sep-
tember 11, so I have come to know Brent 
Woodall. 

In every way, Brent’s life was a life that is 
easy to celebrate. 

This evening, we will commemorate our 
losses, and send a message of heartfelt sym-
pathy and support to Brent’s family and 
friends, particularly his wife, Tracy, and their 
son, Pierce Ashley, who came into this world 
on April 22, 2002, only after a few short 
months after his father had perished. How 
proud Brent would have been of his son . . . 
and how proud Pierce will someday be of his 
father, whose good nature, humor, and zest 
for life live on in him. 

At tonight’s memorial, I will be honored to 
present to Tracy Woodall an American flag, 
which was flown over the United States Cap-
itol in Brent’s honor. 

Our flag has long stood as the symbol of 
our core values of freedom and liberty. It now 
stands also as a symbol of our national re-
solve to bring those responsible for this atroc-
ity to justice, and, tonight, as a tribute to 
Brent, and all of those who lost their lives in 
one of America’s darkest hours. Let it serve 
also to let Tracy, Pierce, and all of their family 
know that the support of extended family, 
friends, community, and the Nation, are with 
them now and always. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in asking that God bless Tracy and Pierce 
Woodall, the rest of their family, and all those 
who lost friends, family, or loved ones in this 
national tragedy. And, as Brent Woodall would 
have wanted, we ask that God bless the 
United States of America.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, December 7, 
1941 is the worst day in the history of our Re-
public in the 20th Century, and September 11, 
2001 is the worst day in the history of our land 
of liberty in the 21st Century. Both days cost 
this nation thousands of lives; mothers, fa-
thers, daughters, sons, grandmothers, grand-
fathers, aunts, and uncles and perished on 
these days because they were Americans. 
Their families and friends left behind have 

never been the same—nor will they ever be 
the same—and the same can be said for our 
nation. 

On both occasions these victims were vic-
tims because of what America stands for: lib-
erty, freedom, justice, human rights, oppor-
tunity, and a faith in a caring and loving God. 
But out of this criminal act perpetrated upon 
the citizens of this nation and on this fortress 
of freedom that we call the United States of 
America, a fierce determination arose to de-
stroy those forces of evil that without cause or 
warning attacked the U.S. We brought those 
that attacked us on December 7, 1941 to jus-
tice, and we are well on our way to bringing 
those who attacked us a year ago to the same 
fate. But today, September 11, 2002, we stop 
to remember in a formal way the victims and 
their families who perished on these very, very 
dark days in our nation’s history. Today we 
stop to honor them, remember them, pray for 
them, and rededicate ourselves to seeing to it 
that this never happens again in America or 
any place else in the world.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
myself and my colleague Gene Green, I rise 
to honor the memory of an extraordinary 
woman, Billie Carr, known far and wide as the 
‘‘Godmother of Texas Liberals,’’ who passed 
away on September 9, 2002, at the age of 74. 
Her death is a tremendous loss not only for 
her family, but for Texas and the nation. Ms. 
Carr will be long remembered as an 
unapologetic partisan, a champion of civil 
rights, a challenger of the status quo and a vi-
sionary who fought to forward the goals of the 
Democratic Party of the local, state, and na-
tional level. 

Billie Carr was an exceptional individual 
whose life underscored what it meant to be an 
American. Known as a hard driving Democrat, 
revered by many, reviled by others and intimi-
dated by none, Billie Carr was a kind and car-
ing human being whose commitment to the 
American democratic experiment made our 
state and nation a better place. She once told 
me that political parties did not exist for the 
benefit of the politicians, but rather the politi-
cians existed for the benefit of the parties and 
their volunteers. And she never let me or any 
other elected official forget it. She understood 
not only the function of politics better than 
most, but the purpose as well. 

Billie Carr, was first exposed to politics as a 
26-day-old infant when her parents took her to 
a session of the 1928 Democratic National 
Convention, held that year in her native Hous-
ton. At the age of 18, Billie discovered what 
would become the true loves of her life, David 
Carr and politics. In the early 1950’s, David 
was elected president of the United Steel-
workers Union at the plant where he worked, 
and together, Billie and he learned the political 
ropes by working with union officials and labor 
organizations. In what would be a key to her 
political education, Billie volunteered for the 
Truman campaign in 1948, establishing herself 
as a tough political insider. 

In 1953, in what would serve as the begin-
nings of the liberal movement within the Texas
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