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barrel rise in oil prices, that would be
half the amount of the last Gulf War,
would over a year’s time reduce U.S.
GDP growth by about half a percent
and add nearly 1 percent to inflation.

She goes on to say the economic drag
from this oil price shock is being felt
most strongly across the transpor-
tation sectors, and she also says that
most analysts expect that a U.S. at-
tack on Iraq would send the price of oil
beyond $50 a barrel. In other words,
more than three times what it was 10
months ago.

So I think that we need to under-
stand that the cost of war is not only
in our tax dollars, not only in this hor-
rible cost of the lives of the young men
and women we send over there, but also
when we combine it with the tax cuts
and the large increases in military
spending, we are looking at a disaster
for our economy. Slower growth, a re-
cession. So we should be very con-
cerned about the economic impact, the
immediate impact of this war, and we
should be concerned about the long-
term economic impact of this war.

This is still about the economy, and
remember, all of these debates get
swept aside with the war talk. Each
time the administration stands up and
talks about war, we pay for it at the
gas pump.
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If we go to war, the prices are going
to go up three times what they were 10
months ago. These are the concerns I
have.

Mr. Speaker, in the closing few min-
utes I would like to, with my col-
league, the gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. KAPTUR), talk about what I am
hearing from my constituents in Cleve-
land. When they ask me what can we
do, what can anyone do about this rush
towards war, talk about a few things
that are possible. I hear from the peo-
ple in my district; they do not want a
war. They expect us to solve this with-
out going to war. They expect that we
have the talent and the ability to solve
these very difficult problems with
other nations, particularly with a na-
tion that used to be a good friend over
in the gulf and to whom we sold chem-
ical and biological and nuclear weap-
ons capabilities; and if we could do
that a few years ago, why not solve
this. Look at the battlefields of World
War II. We were at war with Japan and
Germany, and they are our good
friends now.

We need to work with the inter-
national community now. Let us sup-
pose this effort, despite all of our work,
just keeps moving along. What can peo-
ple do, they ask me. Here is what can
be done. There needs to be meetings all
over this Nation in city councils, town
halls, in labor halls and community
centers. People need to come together,
and they need to talk about how they
feel about this. They need to organize.

When I was elected to city council in
Cleveland many years ago, I got elect-
ed by knocking on doors. I did not have
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any money. I just went door to door
and talked to people. We need to talk
to each other again. We need an up-lift-
ing of our civic consciousness. We need
to recreate our civic soul in this coun-
try. We need to recreate our national
sense of conscience; and we do it by
talking to each other, by organizing
door to door. Go to your neighbors, cre-
ate a place for a meeting. Take the in-
formation door to door about the meet-
ing. Let people know where they can
come to talk about it and then talk
about gathering more and more people.
Gather by the thousands in your town
squares. This is what I tell my con-
stituents.

We need a national revival of this
concept of government of the people.
Government of the people works be-
cause people stay involved. Lincoln’s
prayer, the prayer that he gave at Get-
tysburg, a government of the people,
by the people, and for the people, the
way it is realized is when people get in-
volved. So knock on doors. Put a piece
of literature in people’s hands, I tell
my constituents. Tell them how they
can come to a meeting. Tell them that
they are needed. Bring people together,
set an agenda, invite your Member of
Congress or other government officials.
Invite church leaders to moderate it.
We need it talk to each other about
this. We can avoid this war. It is not
inevitable. We need to connect again
with each other.

Each of us is an architect of the
world, and our thoughts and words and
our deeds are part of that structure of
the world. We can recreate the world
right now. War is not inevitable. Peace
is inevitable if we begin talking to
each other and organize at a commu-
nity level.

There are polling lists available. You
can go to a board of elections and find
out who the voters are in your pre-
cinct, and you can get a list of phone
numbers and call people and go back to
contacting people, hold those meetings
and hold those rallies. I believe, as I
tell my constituents about this, that
we can turn this around, that we are
not stuck with war; but we need to
hear from the American people. And
my constituents, I tell them, if you
talk to your neighbors about it, we can
catalyze a change in this country. And
I know that the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) works closely with
her constituents and tells them how
they can make a difference.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, some of
the best forums that we have involved
a combination of universities, church
leaders, community activists, citizens,
just inviting ordinary citizens to learn.
Many people feel powerless. They feel
this is foreign policy, what can I do
about that. I think they underestimate
their own power.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I think
the gentlewoman is right. Today we
have this new structure of the Web.
They say I do not know how to use it.
I say ask your kids. They have com-
puters. They can get you on a site and
you can start to talk to people.

September 18, 2002

We need to use the available tech-
nology that we have; but the best tech-
nology in a democracy is the human
heart because across this country peo-
ple can feel in their hearts that this
war is wrong. Across this country, peo-
ple know that America has a higher
destiny, that it is not our destiny to be
the policeman of the world. It is not
our destiny to choose who should be
the ruler or leader of another nation. It
is our destiny to fulfill the democracy
here and to defend freedom when we
must.

I want to thank the gentlewoman
from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) and the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
for participating here and for starting
this discussion that war is not inevi-
table, that Iraq was not connected to 9—
11, that there is a chance that we can
move forward with our intelligence,
that we can some day evolve to a place
where what President Franklin Roo-
sevelt called the science of human rela-
tionships can be used to resolve our
problems, not weapons technology
which destroy, but our own capability
to evolve in heart and soul, to become
more than we are so we fulfill this
dream of our founders of a government
which is enlightened and a government
which has a special connection to its
people.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PLATTS). The Chair would remind
Members to direct their remarks to the
Chair and not to the television audi-
ence.

——
IMMIGRATION REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TANCREDO) is recognized for
60 minutes.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, I want
to address the House tonight on an
issue of importance, I think, to the Na-
tion in terms of what we are facing in
the area of domestic policy decision,
which I think is an extremely impor-
tant one for the country. Not surpris-
ingly, I am going to be talking about
immigration and immigration reform
and a number of related issues this
evening.

Mr. Speaker, recently in the Colo-
rado newspapers there have been a se-
ries of stories and editorials about an
incident that occurred some time ago
that was brought to the attention of
the public as a result of a story pub-
lished in the Denver Post maybe a
month ago, perhaps a little more than
that. The story was one that identified
a particular individual in Colorado, ac-
tually a particular family in Colorado
who were illegal immigrants to the
United States.

According to the news reports, even
the Denver Post went to the Mexican
consul in Denver or the Mexican consul
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