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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN MEMORY OF FORMER CON-
GRESSMAN ROMAN PUCINSKI OF
ILLINOIS

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT

OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 1, 2002

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of former Congressman
Roman Pucinski who nobly served and rep-
resented the people of lllinois for 14 years in
this body.

Roman Pucinski began a life of service by
enlisting as a private in the One Hundred and
Sixth Cavalry during World War 1l. A member
of the Army Air Forces in the Pacific, he flew
49 missions over Japan and lead his bomber
group on the first B—29 “Superfortress” bomb-
ing raid over Tokyo in 1944. And his dedica-
tion and bravery won him the Distinguished
Flying Cross and the Air Medal with Clusters.

In 1958, the people of Northwest Chicago
elected Roman Pucinski to represent them in
the 86th Congress of the United States. Over
the course of his tenure in the House, Con-
gressman Pucinski became a champion of air-
line safety. As a newly elected member in
1959, Congressman Pucinski strongly urged
the government to require cockpit voice re-
corders in all airplanes that carry at least six
passengers. In 1964, the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) ultimately adopted Con-
gressman Pucinski’'s proposal, phasing in the
requirement for cockpit voice recorders over
the following 3 years. Many years later, his
persistence and dedication to airline safety
won Congressman Pucinski the FAA’s Silver
Medal of Distinguished Service.

Yet, we should also remember Congress-
man Pucinski for his invaluable contributions
to education. As a sponsor of legislation to
strengthen public education, he secured fund-
ing over several years to improve educational
opportunities for the young people of lllinois.

In 1972, Congressman Pucinski left the
House of Representatives to pursue a seat in
the U.S. Senate. Although he was not elected
to the Senate, he continued his life of public
service as a Chicago alderman from 1973 until
1991.

Congressman Pucinski will forever be re-
membered in the halls of the House for his
many years of service and dedication to the
people of lllinois. And the people he so duti-
fully represented will forever feel the impact of
his immeasurable contributions to their com-
munities.

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
THE RETIREMENT OF FRED
ABRAHAM

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO

HON. RALPH REGULA

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2002

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, Whereas, Fred Abra-
ham was a 23 year advocate for wetland and
waterfowl conservation through Ducks Unlim-
ited; and

Whereas, Fred Abraham was an integral
factor in the reauthorization of the North Amer-
ican Wetlands Conservation Act, which raised
the appropriation from $6.75 million to $43.5
million; and

Whereas, Fred Abraham must be com-
mended for his diligence, heart, and his ability
to motivate those around him by establishing
a superb example; and

Whereas, Ohio and the entire United States
will continue to reap the benefits of Mr. Abra-
ham’s dedication, service, and friendship;

Therefore, we join with the residents of the
state of Ohio in celebrating Fred Abraham'’s
years of service and retirement from Ducks
Unlimited.

————
PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE
BROOME-TIOGA ASSOCIATION

FOR RETARDED CITIZENS

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2002

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Broome-Tioga Association
for Retarded Citizens in celebration of its 50th
anniversary. | am honored to congratulate the
ARC for its 50 years of service to Broome and
Tioga counties.

ARC began its activities with a small group
of families and individuals, which provided
educational and recreational activities for their
disabled children. In its infancy, the group or-
ganized a half-day pre-school program for 3-
to 8-year-olds in the Trinity Memorial Parish
House.

In 1952, the ARC founders, a group of eight
local families, met to discuss the need for
services for mentally retarded children. The
Broome County chapter of the New York As-
sociation for the Help of Retarded Children
was founded on September 9, 1952. A pri-
mary class for 8 to 12 year olds was set up
in the Presbyterian Church. The founders
raised money with bake sales and by obtain-
ing small donations.

For 50 years, ARC has served our commu-
nity with diligence and care. Over time, the
ARC has expanded its services to provide
compassionate care to thousands of retarded
citizens. It opened full-time classrooms for pri-

mary and intermediate mentally retarded chil-
dren. The school programming expanded to
three classrooms, as the primary program
moved to Woodrow Wilson School in Bing-
hamton and the pre-school program moved to
Your Home Library in Johnson City. A half-day
nursery school class for 3-5 year olds was
also established.

In 1964, the Tioga ARC Chapter was
formed and opened its first workshop for
adults in downtown Binghamton. In 1974, the
Tioga and Broome County associations
merged and began to provide social opportuni-
ties through its Party Night Programs.

In 1977, ARC opened Supervised Commu-
nity Residences on Chapin and Main streets in
Binghamton and on Broad Street in Endicott.
Additionally, it established the Carlton Street
Supervised Apartment Housing complex,
where the New Day Training program began.
It also established the Pre-Vocational Day
Training Program, which served 20 people.
ARC'’s Day Treatment Program was its first
Medicaid-funded program.

ARC began to provide employment opportu-
nities through its Supported Employment Serv-
ices. Additionally, it established the Family
Support Services Program to assist families in
maintaining their children at home. It also es-
tablished the Individual Support Services Resi-
dential Program, providing necessary assist-
ance to individuals.

In 1994, ARC opened the Tioga County
Multi-Functional Facility in Owego. The site is
the county’s first provider for people with de-
velopmental disabilities. The Day Habilitation
Program, established in both Broome and
Tioga counties, provides services to 175 indi-
viduals.

Mr. Speaker, | am delighted to salute the
Broome-Tioga ARC for its many years of dis-
tinguished service to our community. It is my
pleasure to join the members, family and
friends of ARC in extending my deepest ap-
preciation for its outstanding services.

————

RECOGNITION OF “TOWERS OF
LIGHT® BY DOROTHY DIEMER
HENDRY

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 1, 2002

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
share with the House of Representatives a
poem written by one of my constituents, Doro-
thy Diemer Hendry of Huntsville, Alabama.
The poem, “Towers of Light,” was written at
the time of the 1-year anniversary of Sep-
tember 11 and provides us with hope and en-
couragement that we can become towers of
light in this world. | am pleased to share this
poem with you today.

“TOWERS OF LIGHT”’
(By Dorothy Diemer Hendry)

Two shafts of light
stream down through clouds
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