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enforce its orders, in my opinion, this
is the last chance for Saddam Hussein
but also the best chance for the inter-
national community to come together
to prove that resolutions of the United
Nations mean more and have more
weight than the paper on which they
are written.

It is also the hour for Members of
Congress to draw together across party
lines to support the national security
of the United States. A debate will fol-
low in the days ahead. It is an impor-
tant debate that should not be rushed.
It should be reflective. Ultimately, I
am confident the resolution that Sen-
ators WARNER, BAYH, MCCAIN, and I are
introducing will enjoy the broad, bipar-
tisan support that our national secu-
rity demands at this time.

I thank the Chair and yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia is recognized.

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I
commend our distinguished colleagues,
Senator LIEBERMAN and Senator BAYH,
for joining my good friend, Senator
McCAIN, and myself as we introduce
this resolution on behalf of the leader-
ship in the Senate. Certainly, those
leaders will join us on this.

I remember in 1991, Senator Dole,
Senator MCCAIN, and I led the effort on
this side of the aisle, and my good
friend and colleague of these many
years joined us. There was a historic
debate. We will now embark this great
body of deliberation on a similar de-
bate on this extremely important reso-
lution.

I commend our President for the
leadership he has shown. This issue
would not be in the forefront world-
wide, the forefront in the U.N., and now
in the forefront of the U.S. Congress
had not this very bold and courageous
President undertaken the difficult task
of pointing out the perilous times in
which we live with regard to terrorism
and, most particularly, the threats
posed not by the people of Iraq, but by
Saddam Hussein and his regime.

Madam President, I wish to commend
Leader LoOTT. We met with him this
morning. We have been meeting with
him through the day. Senator McCAIN
and I and others have been a part of his
working group to achieve the max-
imum bipartisan support obtainable on
this resolution. I am confident that
will be achieved. I am very confident,
given the leadership of our two distin-
guished colleagues joining us here
today, because it is important there be
a solid phalanx of the House of Rep-
resentatives, which will have an iden-
tical resolution, and the Senate joining
together behind our President and
speaking with one voice, as our Presi-
dent and the Secretary of State, work-
ing through the United Nations,
achieving, hopefully, a resolution
which will comport with the Presi-
dent’s historic address to the United
Nations, and also a resolution that will
reflect the United Nations is going to
stand up as an organization and live up
to its charter and take on the responsi-
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bility of bringing this question of
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq to
a conclusion so this world can be more
peaceful.

I thank my colleagues, most particu-
larly the four of us who are here today.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

————

EXTENSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

Mr. REID. Madam President, morn-
ing business is supposed to conclude at
12:30 p.m. I know there has been some
adjustment on the time because of trib-
utes to Senator HELMS. Since we are
not going to be able to vote on the bill
that would be called up, for reasons I
do not understand—we are not going to
be able to vote on cloture until tomor-
row—I ask unanimous consent morning
business be extended until 1:45 p.m.
today, with Senators allowed to speak
therein for a period of up to 10 minutes
each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, there
are a number of people in the Chamber
wishing to speak. We have been able to
offer tributes to Senator HELMS, and
people are also talking about sub-
stantive issues, such as the Senator
from Connecticut, the Senator from
Virginia, now the Senator from Indi-
ana, and the Senator from Arizona,
who wishes to speak. If we need more
time, I am sure we can do that.

The majority leader is contemplating
a vote today at 2 o’clock on a nomina-
tion. We have not worked it out with
the minority. We are trying to do that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

USE OF ARMED FORCES AGAINST
IRAQ

Mr. BAYH. I thank the Chair. Madam
President, I am pleased to join with my
colleagues today on a bipartisan basis
to authorize the President of the
United States to use appropriate force
to defend the national security inter-
ests of our country.

I join in this effort with a sense of re-
gret that events have come to this. No
one can contemplate the use of mili-
tary force with much satisfaction, but
I also approach this debate with the
firm conviction that the time has come
to unite, to take those steps that are
necessary to protect our country, in-
cluding the use of force, because all
other avenues have been exhausted and
seem unlikely to lead to the result of
protecting the American people.

Iraq presents a very significant po-
tential threat to our country. Saddam
Hussein possesses chemical, biological,
and some day will possess, if events are
allowed to run their course, nuclear
weapons. If there is one thing we can
say with absolute certainty, it is he is
developing these weapons for no benign
purpose. He does not need them to re-
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tain his power within Iraq, but in all
likelihood will use these terrible weap-
ons to project that power, to intimi-
date other states in the region, and po-
tentially one day for use against us as
well.

If there is even a 10 or 15-percent
chance of smallpox or anthrax or a
crude nuclear device could one day be
placed in the hands of suicidal terror-
ists for use against the United States
of America, this is a risk we cannot af-
ford to run. We have attempted diplo-
macy without effect. We have at-
tempted economic sanctions to no ef-
fect.

Regrettably, my colleagues and I
have concluded the President needs the
authorization to use force to protect
our country from this sort of eventu-
ality. Of course, we will continue to ne-
gotiate with the United Nations. Of
course, we will gather our allies. But
the time has come to unite, to do what
it takes to defend our country.

I am pleased to join with my col-
leagues, Senators WARNER, MCCAIN,
and LIEBERMAN, in giving the President
the authority he needs to do exactly
that.

I thank the Chair. I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. Madam President, I rise
today to join my three colleagues, Sen-
ator WARNER, the distinguished rank-
ing member and former chairman of
the Armed Services Committee, Sen-
ator BAYH, and Senator LIEBERMAN. I
am always honored to have my name
associated with these three out-
standing public servants.

This resolution, we should make very
clear, is the text of the resolution
agreed to this morning by the Presi-
dent of the United States and congres-
sional leaders. This is the exact text of
a resolution that was agreed to in
hopes the debate will take place on two
exact resolutions in both Houses of the
Congress. I believe with open, spirited
debate and discussion, we will come to
a consensus which is broad based, and
following a debate which I think will
be illuminating and educational to the
American people, as well as our col-
leagues.

America is at war with terrorists who
murdered our people one year ago. We
now contemplate carrying the battle to
a new front—Iraqg—where a tyrant who
has the capabilities and the intentions
to do us harm is plotting, biding his
time until his capabilities give him the
means to carry out his ambitions, per-
haps through cooperation with terror-
ists—when confronting him will be
much harder and impose a terrible
cost.

Saddam Hussein is in patent viola-
tion of the terms of the Gulf war
ceasefire and 16 United Nations Secu-
rity Council resolutions. He possesses
weaponized chemical and biological
weapons and is aggressively developing
nuclear weapons. He holds the perverse
distinction of having used weapons of
mass destruction against both his own



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-26T14:03:33-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




