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Whereas the public testimony of witnesses
and victims has indicated that Iraqi officials
violated Article 27 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention by their inhumane treatment
and acts of violence against the Kuwaiti ci-
vilian population;

Whereas the public testimony of witnesses
and victims has indicated that Iraqi officials
violated Articles 31 and 32 of the Fourth Ge-
neva Convention by subjecting Kuwaiti civil-
ians to physical coercion, suffering and ex-
termination in order to obtain information;

Whereas in violation of the Fourth Geneva
Convention, from January 18, 1991, to Feb-
ruary 25, 1991, Iraq did fire 39 missiles on
Israel in 18 separate attacks with the intent
of making it a party to war and with the in-
tent of killing or injuring innocent civilians,
killing 2 persons directly, killing 12 people
indirectly (through heart attacks, improper
use of gas masks, choking), and injuring
more than 200 persons;

Whereas Article 146 of the Fourth Geneva
Convention states that persons committing
‘‘grave breaches’ are to be apprehended and
subjected to trial;

Whereas, on several occasions, the United
Nations Security Council has found Iraq’s
treatment of Kuwaiti civilians to be in viola-
tion of international law;

Whereas, in Resolution 665, adopted on Au-
gust 25, 1990, the United Nations Security
Council deplored ‘‘the loss of innocent life
stemming from the Iraq invasion of Kuwait’’;

Whereas, in Resolution 670, adopted by the
United Nations Security Council on Sep-
tember 25, 1990, it condemned further ‘‘the
treatment by Iraqi forces on Kuwait nation-
als and reaffirmed that the Fourth Geneva
Convention applied to Kuwait’’;

Whereas, in Resolution 674, the United Na-
tions Security Council demanded that Iraq
cease mistreating and oppressing Kuwaiti
nationals in violation of the Convention and
reminded Iraq that it would be liable for any
damage or injury suffered by Kuwaiti nation-
als due to Iraq’s invasion and illegal occupa-
tion;

Whereas Iraq is a party to the Prisoners of
War Convention and there is evidence and
testimony that during the Persian Gulf War,
Iraq violated articles of the Convention by
its physical and psychological abuse of mili-
tary and civilian POW’s including members
of the international press;

Whereas Iraq has committed deliberate
and calculated crimes of environmental ter-
rorism, inflicting grave risk to the health
and well-being of innocent civilians in the
region by its willful ignition of 732 Kuwaiti
oil wells in January and February, 1991;

Whereas President Clinton found ‘‘compel-
ling evidence’ that the Iragi Intelligence
Service directed and pursued an operation to
assassinate former President George Bush in
April 1993 when he visited Kuwait;

Whereas Saddam Hussein and other Iraqi
officials have systematically attempted to
destroy the Kurdish population in Iraq
through the use of chemical weapons against
civilian Kurds, campaigns in 1987-88 which
resulted in the disappearance of more than
182,000 persons and the destruction of more
than 4,000 villages, the placement of more
than 10 million landmines in Iraqi Kurdistan,
and ethnic cleansing in the city of Kirkuk;

Whereas the Republic of Iraq is a signatory
to international agreements including the
Universal Declaration on Human Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Polit-
ical Rights, the Convention on the Preven-
tion and Punishment of the Crime of Geno-
cide, and the POW Convention, and is obli-
gated to comply with these international
agreements;

Whereas section 8 of Resolution 687 of the
United Nations Security Council, adopted on
April 3, 1991, requires Iraq to ‘‘uncondition-
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ally accept the destruction, removal, or ren-
dering harmless, under international super-
vision of all chemical and biological weapons
and all stocks of agents and all related sub-
systems and components and all research,
development, support, and manufacturing fa-
cilities’’;

Whereas Saddam Hussein and the Republic
of Iraq have persistently and flagrantly vio-
lated the terms of Resolution 687 with re-
spect to elimination of weapons of mass de-
struction and inspections by international
supervisors;

Whereas there is good reason to believe
that Iraq continues to have stockpiles of
chemical and biological munitions, missiles
capable of transporting such agents, and the
capacity to produce such weapons of mass
destruction, putting the international com-
munity at risk;

Whereas, on February 22, 1993, the United
Nations Security Council adopted Resolution
808 establishing an international tribunal to
try individuals accused of violations of inter-
national law in the former Yugoslavia;

Whereas, on November 8, 1994, the United
Nations Security Council adopted Resolution
955 establishing an international tribunal to
try individuals accused of the commission of
violations of international law in Rwanda;

Whereas more than 70 individuals have
faced indictments handed down by the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia in the Hague for war crimes and
crimes against humanity in the former
Yugoslavia, leading in the first trial to the
sentencing of a Serb jailer to 20 years in pris-
on;

Whereas the International Criminal Tri-
bunal for Rwanda has indicted 31 individuals,
with three trials occurring at present and 27
individuals in custody;

Whereas the United States has to date
spent more than $24 million for the Inter-
national Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia and more than $20 million for the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda;

Whereas officials such as former President
George Bush, Vice President Al Gore, Gen-
eral Norman Schwarzkopf and others have
labeled Saddam Hussein a war criminal and
called for his indictment; and

Whereas a failure to try and punish leaders
and other persons for crimes against inter-
national law establishes a dangerous prece-
dent and negatively impacts the value of de-
terrence to future illegal acts: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the President
should—

(1) call for the creation of a commission
under the auspices of the United Nations to
establish an international record of the
criminal culpability of Saddam Hussein and
other Iraqi officials;

(2) call for the United Nations to form an
international criminal tribunal for the pur-
pose of indicting, prosecuting, and impris-
oning Saddam Hussein and other Iraqi offi-
cial who are responsible for crimes against
humanity, genocide, and other violations of
international law; and

(3) upon the creation of such an inter-
national criminal tribunal seek the re-
programming of necessary funds to support
the efforts of the tribunal, including the
gathering of evidence necessary to indict,
prosecute and imprison Saddam Hussein and
other Iraqi officials.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

Mr. BYRD. What is the parliamen-
tary situation?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority has 2 minutes 41 seconds remain-
ing in morning business, and the mi-
nority has 7 minutes remaining.
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CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further business, morning busi-
ness is closed.

———

AUTHORIZATION OF THE USE OF
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
AGAINST IRAQ

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
resume consideration of S.J. Res. 45,
which the clerk will report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S.J. Res. 45) to authorize the
United States Armed Forces against Iraq.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 4
p.m. shall be equally divided and con-
trolled between the two leaders or
their designees with Senators per-
mitted to speak therein for up to 15
minutes each.

Mr. BYRD. I ask unanimous consent
I may have an additional 5 minutes
over the 15.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, tonight at
8:00 p.m., President Bush will make a
televised address to speak to the Na-
tion about the threat of Iraq. Accord-
ing to press reports from this weekend,
the President is expected to lay out, in
detail, his case against Saddam Hus-
sein, including the repressive dictator’s
long history of violence and aggression.

There is no disagreement about the
character of Saddam Hussein, neither
on Capitol Hill nor in the minds of
every American. But while the Presi-
dent continues to make his case
against Saddam Hussein, the issue on
the minds of Senators and our con-
stituents is, what exactly is the United
States planning to do?

Rather than hearing more about Sad-
dam Hussein—we know enough about
him—what we need to hear from the
President are answers to our questions
about what he plans to do in Iraq. We
need to know why the President is de-
manding that we act now. We need to
have some idea of what we are getting
ourselves into, what the costs and con-
sequences may be, and what the Presi-
dent is planning to do after the fight-
ing has stopped. After Iraq. After Sad-
dam Hussein. It is not unpatriotic to
ask these questions, especially when
they are already on the minds of all
Americans.

Why now? Those two little words:
Why now?

Why now? What has changed in the
last year, 6 months, or 2 weeks that
would compel us to attack now?

Is Iraq on the verge of attacking the
United States? If so, should our home-
land security alert be elevated?
Shouldn’t the President be spending
more time with his military advisors in
Washington, instead of making cam-
paign speeches all over the country?

The media reports suggest that the
administration does not plan to act
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