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and postpartum. This could potentially
cut down on health care costs.

Passage of this legislation is particu-
larly important since last week the ad-
ministration issued a final proposed
rule that would give States the option
to provide health insurance through
SCHIP to a fetus. No mention is made
of providing the same coverage to the
woman carrying the fetus. Woman are
completely left out of the equation. It
simply makes no sense to issue a regu-
lation that provides for health insur-
ance for a fetus but not the woman pre-
paring to give birth. In my mind, it
makes more sense to simply expand ac-
cess to prenatal and postpartum care.

In a country as prosperous as the
United States, it is disturbing that we
still rank 26th in the world in maternal
mortality. This could all be avoided if
we only did a better job of ensuring
that all pregnant women, regardless of
their income or status, had access to
the full-range of health care services
throughout the continuum of their
pregnancy.

Currently under SCHIP, only women
under the age of 19 are covered for
pregnancy-related services. However,
what happens to a woman who turns 20
halfway through her pregnancy? A 20-
year old woman would not be able to
access the same services under current
law but would certainly need access to
prenatal and postpartum care to ensure
a safe pregnancy and maximize the
chances of giving birth to a healthy
child. This legislation would eliminate
this discrepancy.

States can currently apply for a
waiver to provide coverage to pregnant
women. Many States have applied for
such a waiver. The waiver process is
often burdensome and timely. Why not
just give all States the option to pro-
vide such coverage?

HHS Secretary Thompson himself
said on March 6, 2002, before the House
Labor-HHS Appropriations Sub-
committee: ‘““And so, if you can pass
the bill, we don’t need the rule. Let’s
pass the legislation.”

I echo Secretary Thompson’s senti-
ment. In the remaining days of Con-
gress, let’s pass this commonsense leg-
islation. It is a good investment. It will
help protect our Nation’s pregnant
women by providing them with access
to vital health care services, and will
help ensure that our Nation’s children
are born to healthy mothers who have
been given the foundation necessary to
lead a long and healthy life.

———
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, morning business is
now closed.

——
AUTHORIZATION OF THE USE OF

UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES

AGAINST IRAQ

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
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sume consideration of S.J. Res.
which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Joint Resolution (S.J. Res. 45) to author-
ize the use of United States Armed Forces
against Iraq.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut is recognized.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Madam President,
I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LIEBERMAN. I thank the Chair.

Madam President, in a short while,
on behalf of a number of colleagues,
particularly Senators WARNER, BAYH,
McCAIN, and myself—and I am happy
to note the occupant of the Chair, the
junior Senator from Louisiana is also a
cosponsor with us—we are going to be
offering a substitute to the pending
business to authorize the use of United
States Armed Forces against Iraq.

This is, obviously, a momentous deci-
sion. The debate has begun in this
Chamber over the last few days. I have
watched a lot of it with great interest.
It has been carried on with the tone of
seriousness and purpose the matter re-
quires. This debate will continue in
earnest over the next few days as we,
each in our own way, facing our own
conscience, considering our values, our
sense of history, our understanding of
the threat posed by Iraq under Saddam
Hussein, will reach a conclusion.

Senators WARNER, BAYH, MCCAIN, and
I have reached a conclusion in submit-
ting the resolution. I say for the record
this resolution is the result of an open
and spirited process of discussion and
negotiation between the President of
the United States and Members of both
parties in both Houses.

The result is a resolution that, in its
preamble, states the case against Sad-
dam, the case of the ambitions this
brutal dictator has to gain hegemonic
control over the Arab world and the oil
there; the extraordinary acts of bru-
tality he has committed himself and
directed others to commit against his
own Iraqi people; his invasions of his
neighbors, Iran and Kuwait, which is
evidence, prior to the gulf war, of the
long-held belief that he has had which
is fundamental to the Baath party,
which he heads, of rising to dominate
the region as a modern-day Saladin and
all that it contains.

The resolution records the allied ef-
forts in the gulf war which were trium-
phant, and the resolutions of the
United Nations that followed there-
after as part of the promises Saddam
Hussein made to end the gulf war, the
most significant of which was to dis-
arm and to allow United Nations in-
spectors in to guarantee the world that
disarmament would occur.
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I talked to someone who was in our
Government at that time, and they
said the presumption was disarmament
would occur rapidly and that inspec-
tors might be necessary just to make
sure there was not, over time, an at-
tempt to rearm. Of course, it is 11
years after the gulf war ended, and dis-
armament has never occurred. The
United Nations resolutions have been
violated repeatedly, and ultimately the
inspectors were thrown out in 1998. All
of this, and more, is recorded in the
preamble section of the resolution we
will offer.

Also recorded is the effort the Bush
administration is making now to fi-
nally convince the United Nations to
act, to prove its resolutions are worth
more than the paper on which they are
printed; that the United Nations Secu-
rity Council will act to enforce its res-
olutions, to protect the world from the
unique threat represented by Saddam
Hussein, an ideology which calls on
him to spread out and dominate his re-
gion, weapons of mass destruction he
has used not once but repeatedly
against the Kurdish people who are
Iraqi citizens, and against the Iranians
in war and his support of terrorism.

There are only seven nations in the
world our own State Department lists
as state sponsors of terrorism.

Iraq is one of those, and it has sup-
ported terrorist groups that have killed
Americans. This is a unique cir-
cumstance. At different times I know
our colleagues have asked: What about
the other countries that are on the list
of state sponsors of terrorism? What
about other nations that have weapons
of mass destruction? What about other
nations that have aggressive ambi-
tions? Well, there are such nations, but
there is no one other nation that brings
as much poison and evil intent to-
gether and, in that sense, so threatens
the United States of America as Iraq.

This resolution, which again is the
process of bipartisan and bicameral ne-
gotiation with the White House, is ex-
plicit. It has taken some clauses out of
the original White House proposal and
has added some others, but in its most
operative sections it says this Congress
of the United States authorizes the
President to use the Armed Forces of
the United States to defend the na-
tional security of the United States
against the continuing threat posed by
Iraq and enforce all relevant United
Nations Security Council resolutions
regarding Iraq.

There are those who ask: Why now?
What is the urgency? My own response,
as the President of the United States
declared most recently, last night, is:
Why not earlier? Why not over the
course of the last decade, when Saddam
Hussein, to our knowledge, continued
to build up his weapons of mass de-
struction and the most dangerous and
threatening means to deliver them on
targets near and far, constantly ignor-
ing and violating resolutions of the
United Nations, growing more ominous
a threat to his neighbors and to the
world?
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