October 9, 2002

For more than a decade the United States
has been working with the United Nations and
the international community to use diplomatic
means to bring a peaceful solution to the trou-
bling situation in Iraq. We had all hoped Sad-
dam Hussein and his regime would ultimately
comply with what the United Nations has de-
manded. Instead, he has violated, disregarded
and openly flouted the 16 U.N. resolutions.

We now know Saddam Hussein is actively
seeking nuclear weapons capability, and with
fissile material, could build one within a year.
A nuclear strike made against us or our allies
in the region could result in millions dead. Ei-
ther Saddam Hussein acquires a nuclear
weapon, or we ensure he is stopped. Addition-
ally, Hussein may have the propensity to sell
or given nuclear weapons to terrorist organiza-
tions one he had acquired them. This could
have devastating results.

Traditional nuclear deterrence and contain-
ment will not be effective with this regime.
Hussein has consistently shown no moral con-
cern for the Iraqi people. Instead, he has a
record of acting with selfish deeds of violence
against his own family and people. He has
mortgaged everything in an effort to obtain nu-
clear weapon capability. In fighting inter-
national sanctions, he has forfeited $180 bil-
lion in oil revenue, impoverished many of his
people and allowed degradation of his military
forces.

Saddam Hussein has already shown the
propensity to use chemical weapons on his
neighbors in the region and on his own peo-
ple, and he continues to possess and develop
significant chemical and biological weapons
capability. One source indicates that Saddam
Hussein has already used chemical and bio-
logical weapons 250 times.

In addition to these threats, the Iraqi regime
continues to aid and harbor international ter-
rorist organizations, including groups that have
threatened the lives and safety of American
citizens.

| have had the opportunity to participate in
several classified briefings led by President
Bush, National Security Advisor Condoleezza
Rice and Deputy Director of Central Intel-
ligence John McLaughlin. | am convinced that
Iraq poses an unguestionable and near-term
threat to the peace and security of the United
States and our allies abroad.

We can not allow those who wish harm on
the United States, and have the propensity to
deliver that harm, to acquire weapons of terror
and mass destruction. Inaction on our part
could lead to the massive loss of innocent
lives. The ten-year cat and mouse game Hus-
sein has played with weapons inspectors must
come to an end. There is too much at stake,
and time is rapidly dwindling.

| believe it is in the national security interest
of the United States to prevent Saddam Hus-
sein from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to
prosecute the war on terrorism, including
Iraq’s support for international terrorist groups.

President Bush must continue his efforts to
get support from the United Nations Security
Council and must exhaust all reasonable dip-
lomatic options available in hopes of avoiding
war. However, if Saddam Hussein and the
Iragi regime continue to rebuff the international
community and threaten the peace and secu-
rity of the United States, we must take swift
and decisive action. To do anything less would
be immoral and irresponsible.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. Speaker, | support this resolution and
urge my colleagues on both sides of the isle
to do the same.

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SHUSTER). Pursuant to section 3 of
House Resolution 574, the Chair
postpones further consideration of the
joint resolution until the legislative
day of Thursday, October 10, 2002.

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Evans, one
of his secretaries.

———

CONTINUED PRODUCTION OF THE
NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVES
BEYOND APRIL 5, 2006—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 107-
272)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Armed Services
and ordered to be printed.

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 201(3) of
the Naval Petroleum Reserves Produc-
tion Act of 1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I
am informing you of my decision to ex-
tend the period of production of the
Naval Petroleum Reserves for a period
of 3 years from April 5, 2003, the expira-
tion date of the currently authorized
period of production.

Enclosed is a copy of the report in-
vestigating the necessity of continued
production of the reserves as required
by section 201(3)(c)(2)(B) of the Naval
Petroleum Reserves Production Act of
1976. In light of the findings contained
in the report, I certify that continued
production from the Naval Petroleum
Reserves is in the national interest.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, October 9, 2002.

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 54
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

———
0 0752

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HASTINGS of Washington)
at 7 o’clock and 52 minutes a.m.

H7735

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a)
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN
RESOLUTIONS

Mrs. MYRICK, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 107-735) on the resolution (H.
Res. 577) waiving a requirement of
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to
consideration of certain resolutions re-
ported from the Committee on Rules,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 5011,
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2003

Mrs. MYRICK, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 107-736) on the resolution (H.
Res. 578) waiving points of order
against the conference report to ac-
company the bill (H.R. 5011) making
appropriations for military construc-
tion, family housing, and base realign-
ment and closure for the Department
of Defense for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2003, and for other pur-
poses, which was referred to the House
Calendar and ordered to be printed.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 5010,
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2003

Mrs. MYRICK, from the Committee
on Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 107-737) on the resolution (H.
Res. 579) waiving points of order
against the conference report to ac-
company the bill (H.R. 5010) making
appropriations for the Department of
Defense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2003, and for other purposes,
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. MANZULLO (at the request of Mr.
ARMEY) for today on account of illness.

————————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PAYNE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. GREEN of Texas, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
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