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the land. JESSE HELMS has made a 
major contribution to those debates. 

In volume 2 of my own ‘‘History of 
the Senate,’’ I express the concern 
‘‘ours is becoming a nation of hardened 
cynics.’’ I went on to point out that we 
ought to return to our beginnings. Go 
back to the hills—the hills of West Vir-
ginia or the hills of North Carolina—
look up at the treetops and into the 
open sky and gain a renewed sense of 
God’s presence in our personal lives 
and in the life of the Nation. As Sen-
ators, we especially need to remember 
the old values, such as faith in God, 
obedience to law, respect for the flag, 
honesty, and thrift. How very well Sen-
ator HELMS has reflected those values. 

I close, Mr. President, by repeating 
the words Senator HELMS spoke of me 
40 years ago, words I remember so well, 
words I think so aptly tell the story of 
Senator JESSE HELMS:

He is a Senator whose greatest strength is 
his dedicated independence of thought and 
action. He is a Senator who is neither easily 
frightened nor intimidated.

And foremost—
He is a Senator who has always stood up 

for what he regards as important.

Mr. President, my wife Erma, who is 
an old-fashioned girl who married an 
old-fashioned guy, and I wish the very 
best for JESSE HELMS and his lovely 
wife Dorothy Jane Coble as they enter 
the next phase of their lives. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
NELSON of Florida). Without objection, 
it is so ordered. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is in morning business. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ED HADEN 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize a member of my ju-
diciary staff, my chief counsel on Judi-
ciary, Ed Haden. Ed will be leaving the 
Senate at the end of this session, re-
turning to private practice at the out-
standing Alabama law firm of Balch & 
Bingham in Birmingham, AL, where he 
will work in that firm’s appellate liti-
gation department. I will say this: My 
loss and the Senate’s loss will be a 
great gain to Balch & Bingham. 

Before joining the Senate, Ed had a 
distinguished legal career, having 
served as a staff attorney on the Ala-
bama Supreme Court and as a law 
clerk for the Fifth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. He came to the Judiciary Com-
mittee in 1999, first serving as counsel 
to Senator ORRIN HATCH on the nomi-
nations and constitutional law unit. In 
2000, he became my chief counsel for 

the Subcommittee on Youth Violence 
and is currently chief counsel for the 
Subcommittee on Administrative Over-
sight and the Courts. 

Ed’s work ethic is beyond reproach. 
From the moment he joined my staff, 
his legal analysis has been unmatched 
and his commitment to the rule of law 
unwavering. His attention to detail and 
his ability to be thorough but brief at 
the same time has helped me enor-
mously. I know I can trust his judg-
ment, and I thank him for dutifully 
managing our staff and our issues since 
the day he arrived on our team. 

During his tenure on the committee, 
Ed has proven what I knew when I 
hired him, that he would always carry 
himself in a professional manner, and 
even though he might not agree with 
those on the other side of the aisle, he 
could work with them and gain their 
respect. 

Ed is truly a man of utmost char-
acter. Senator SCHUMER, chairman of 
the Administrative Oversight and the 
Courts Subcommittee, commented at a 
recent executive committee meeting 
that:

[Ed] . . . represents the best of what we are 
about. He is bright and diligent and honor-
able. His word is his bond. . . . [Ed] has done 
a great job, with great distinction. He is 
really an admirable lesson of what public 
service is all about.

This is one time I could not agree 
with Senator SCHUMER more. Ed is a 
man of honor and integrity. His intel-
lect is unmatched. Most importantly, 
his commitment to fairness and get-
ting the job done distinguishes him. He 
has certainly provided extraordinary 
assistance to me, but I believe he has 
enriched the entire debate on the Sen-
ate Judiciary Committee. He is indeed 
an extraordinary worker with a pro-
digious capacity to produce high-qual-
ity work, almost unbelievably so. He 
works long hours and is committed to 
producing the absolutely most accu-
rate answer for any question we are de-
bating. 

Ed has not only been a great man-
ager of the complex issues that have 
passed through our committee, he also 
has been a good manager of the people 
I hired to work on the committee. His 
ability to lead is without question, and 
the respect he has garnered during his 
service has been expressed by those 
who worked closely with him. 

Makan Delrahim, chief counsel to 
Senator HATCH, comments:

Ed is a close friend and an indispensable 
colleague. I worked with Ed when he first 
came to Washington and began his career as 
Nominations Counsel on Sen. Hatch’s Judici-
ary staff. Our friendship has continued as he 
moved to serve Senator SESSIONS. Ed’s intel-
lect and integrity are second to none. The 
committee will miss him.

Rita Lari Jochum, chief counsel to 
Senator GRASSLEY, comments:

Ed Haden is an excellent lawyer and a 
great American. He will be sorely missed by 
the Judiciary Committee.

Stephen Higgins, chief counsel to 
Senator KYL, comments:

Ed Haden was an invaluable asset to the 
Judiciary Committee. He is a superb lawyer 

and has both a tremendous respect for the 
Constitution and a great love for this Repub-
lic. We will all miss him.

Scott Frick, chief counsel to Senator 
THURMOND, comments:

Ed Haden possesses a unique combination 
of intelligence, work ethic, and the ability to 
communicate his ideas clearly. These quali-
ties have served Senator SESSIONS and the 
State of Alabama well. And in addition, he is 
a truly nice guy. When I first joined the Ju-
diciary Committee staff, Ed selflessly offered 
his time and advice, and I remain appre-
ciative of his willingness to lend a hand.

John Abegg, Judiciary counsel to 
Senator MCCONNELL, comments:

Ed Haden has been an invaluable asset to 
the United States Senate and to its Judici-
ary Committee. His intellect, resourceful-
ness, and work ethic are recognized and re-
spected by both sides of the aisle, as is his al-
ways courteous and modest demeanor. Ed is 
the embodiment of the principle that one can 
disagree with others, even passionately so, 
about the most important of matters with-
out being personally disagreeable. He is a 
credit to the country, his state, and his fam-
ily.

Sean Woo, counsel to Senator 
BROWNBACK, comments:

In many ways and especially in matters 
dealing with judicial nominations, Ed Haden 
was the conscience of the Republican judici-
ary staff. His commitment, enthusiasm and 
intellect—applied with the Southern charm 
of an Alabamian—will be sorely missed.

Mr. President, Ed has given me and 
his country an extraordinary effort, 
and I am grateful for that, as well as 
his loyalty and dedication, always hav-
ing my best interest in mind and not 
his own, never seeking credit for his 
great work, doing what was best for 
this country and Alabama. Ed is an ex-
ceedingly hard worker, a man of integ-
rity and ability, who has dedicated 
himself to reaching a just result on 
every issue assigned to him, ranging 
from bankruptcy, where he was ex-
traordinarily engaged in a most com-
plex bit of legislation, to judicial nomi-
nations. I could not have been success-
ful without his leadership and assist-
ance. 

Ed’s greatest strength, I believe, is 
that he has a remarkably developed 
and rich set of core principles that 
guide him in his daily work. He does 
not go in for flash or show, but for sub-
stance. He, to a remarkable degree, un-
derstands the glory and uniqueness of 
the American Government. He loves 
America. He works constantly to en-
rich her and strengthen her—especially 
the rule of law, which has been the 
foundation of this country’s strength. 

Ed Haden is more than just an out-
standing chief counsel, he is a great 
friend and a great American. I thank 
him for his service to me, to the people 
of Alabama, and to the people of the 
United States. He typifies what we so 
often see and too little hear about in 
this body—the great work of our staffs. 
They give us loyalty into the night, 
preparing work for us so we can shine 
the next day before the TV cameras. I 
think Ed is the epitome of excellence 
in staff, the kind of person I have val-
ued greatly and will miss greatly. 
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I thank the Chair and yield the floor.
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise to 

join in Senator SESSIONS’ comments 
earlier today regarding the departure 
of Ed Haden, a staffer who has given a 
great deal to the Judiciary Committee 
during the past three years. Ed has 
made his influence felt, and he will be 
missed. 

Ed came to the Judiciary Committee 
in 1999 to work as my counsel in the 
Nominations and Constitutional Law 
unit. He served me admirably in that 
position. The next year, Ed became 
chief counsel to Senator SESSIONS’ sub-
committee, and he continued to con-
tribute substantively to many issues 
handled by the full committee. Ed’s 
reputation as a smart, creative, and ef-
fective lawyer is well-earned. 

As Senator SESSIONS said, the Sen-
ate’s loss is someone else’s gain. Ed 
will be joining the Birmingham, AL, 
law firm of Balch & Bingham, which 
will no doubt benefit greatly from the 
association. 

I want my colleagues to know that, 
as Senator SCHUMER said in a recent 
Judiciary meeting, I have found Ed 
Haden to represent the best of what we 
are about. He is honorable and hard-
working and someone who can be taken 
at his word. I thank Ed for his great 
service to me and the Judiciary Com-
mittee, and I wish him all the best in 
his future endeavors.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont is recognized. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, what is 
the parliamentary situation? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is in morning business until 2 p.m. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I will be 
speaking on a number of things at ap-
propriate times this afternoon. I ask 
the distinguished Presiding Officer, at 
what time do we turn to the Shedd 
nomination? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. At 2 
o’clock. 

Mr. LEAHY. I thank the Chair. I 
commend the Chair for his interest in 
the proceedings here—something he al-
ways demonstrates when he is there. 
He has had the ability to serve in both 
bodies and we have what might be a lit-
tle bit more of a leisurely technique 
over here. The Senator from Vermont 
is delighted to have the Senator from 
Florida as a Member of this body.

f 

HOMETOWN HEROES SURVIVORS 
BENEFITS ACT OF 2002 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise to 
encourage the Senate to pass today the 
Hometown Heroes Survivors Benefits 
Act of 2002, H.R. 5334. 

This multipartisan legislation is to 
improve the Department of Justice’s 
Public Safety Officers’ Benefit Pro-
gram. This bill allows the families of 
public safety officers who suffer fatal 
heart attacks or strokes to qualify for 
Federal survivor benefits. 

I commend those in the other body, 
including Congressmen ETHERIDGE, 
WELDON, HOYER, and OXLEY, for their 

leadership and, I might also say, their 
fortitude on this important legislation. 
On the last night the other body was in 
session, Congressman ETHERIDGE stood 
as a sentry on the bridge and said noth-
ing else is going forward until this goes 
through. And it did pass in the House. 
I am proud to be the original sponsor of 
the Senate version of the Hometown 
Heroes bill, S. 3114. I thank Senators 
COLLINS, JEFFORDS, LANDRIEU, and 
DURBIN for joining me as cosponsors. 

This legislation should not be in any 
way controversial. It is supported by 
the Fraternal Order of Police; National 
Association of Police Organizations; 
Congressional Fire Services Institute; 
International Association of Arson In-
vestigators; International Association 
of Fire Chiefs; International Associa-
tion of Fire Fighters; National Fire 
Protection Association; National Vol-
unteer Fire Council; North American 
Fire Training Directors; International 
Fire Buff Association; National Asso-
ciation of Emergency Medical Techni-
cians; American Ambulance Associa-
tion; American Federation of State, 
County Municipal Employees. Actu-
ally, I will not list them all, but there 
are 50 additional national organiza-
tions. 

Public safety officers act with an un-
wavering commitment to the safety 
and protection of their fellow citizens, 
and it is always the case that they are 
willing to selflessly sacrifice their lives 
to provide safe and reliable emergency 
services to their communities. Hun-
dreds of public safety officers nation-
wide lose their lives, and thousands 
more are injured while performing du-
ties that put them at great physical 
risk. 

Although we know that PSOB bene-
fits can never be a substitute for the 
loss of a loved one, the families of all 
our fallen heroes should be eligible to 
collect these funds. 

The PSOB program authorizes a one-
time financial payment to the eligible 
survivors of Federal, State, and local 
public safety officers for all line-of-
duty deaths. A number of other things 
are in the bill. We have improved this 
PSOB program on numerous occa-
sions—we did it in the Patriot Act—
but, unfortunately, the inclusion of on-
duty heart attack and stroke victims 
in the program has not been addressed. 

This bill fixes that loophole to ensure 
that the survivors of public safety offi-
cers who die of heart attacks and other 
cardiac-related deaths in the line of 
duty, or within 24 hours of a triggering 
effect while on duty—regardless of 
whether or not a traumatic injury oc-
curs at the time of the heart attack or 
stroke—are eligible to receive financial 
assistance. Heart attack and cardiac-
related deaths account for almost half 
of all firefighter fatalities and an aver-
age of 13 police officer deaths each 
year. 

It is time for the Senate to show its 
support and appreciation for these ex-
traordinarily brave and heroic public 
safety officers by joining the House and 

passing the Hometown Heroes Sur-
vivors Benefits Act. 

Mr. President, I understand it has 
been cleared on this side of the aisle. I 
hope that my friends on the other side 
of the aisle will let this bill pass. We 
are willing on this side of the aisle to 
pass it, but there has been objection on 
the other side. I hope that objection 
will be withdrawn and this will pass so 
that we can join what has been already 
done in the other body. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LEAHY). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise to speak in favor of the leg-
islation just referred to by the distin-
guished Senator from Vermont. I have 
a particular interest in this legislation 
because in my former governmental ca-
pacity as the State treasurer, insur-
ance commissioner, and State fire mar-
shal of Florida, I had the occasion to 
come to a great appreciation of the 
role of the firefighter, the extraor-
dinary courage that firefighters dis-
play, and the extraordinary amount of 
property and life they save. 

Fortunately, that was etched into 
the consciousness of America as a re-
sult of what we saw on September 11—
not only the police, the firemen, but so 
many public service personnel who re-
sponded under those conditions. So I 
want to add my voice in support of the 
legislation referred to by Senator 
LEAHY and to those on the other side of 
the aisle who might be putting a hold 
on this legislation.

There is an extreme risk to the occu-
pation of firefighter. We understand 
that risk more clearly based on what 
we saw of the bravery and the devotion 
to duty expressed on September 11. But 
that bravery and devotion to duty goes 
on day in and day out in the firehouses 
in communities across this Nation. 
These firefighters should be appro-
priately compensated when infirmity 
and disaster strikes them. 

Mr. President, I wanted to add my 
name in support of the distinguished 
Senator from Vermont and his bill. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BINGAMAN). Without objection, it is 
so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 
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