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4, 2002; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-330. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report relative to mili-
tarily significant benchmarks for conditions
that would achieve a sustainable peace in
Kosovo and ultimately allow for the with-
drawal of the United States military pres-
ence in Kosovo, received on December 1, 2002;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

EC-331. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report relative to the na-
tional emergencies declared with respect to
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia
and Montenegro) in Executive Order 12808 on
May 30, 1992, received on December 4, 2002; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-332. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report relative to the na-
tional emergency with the respect to Burma
that was declared in Executive Order 13047 of
May 20, 1997, received on December 1, 2002; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-333. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report relative to the na-
tional emergency declared by Executive
Order 13222 of August 17, 2001, to deal with
the threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States
caused by the lapse of the Export Adminis-
tration Act of 1979, received on December 2,
2002; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-334. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office
of Public and Indian Housing, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report for a rule
entitled ‘‘Housing Choice Voucher Program
Homeownership Option; Eligibility of Units
Owned or Controlled by a Public Housing
Agency (RIN2577-AC39)” received on Novem-
ber 25, 2002; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-335. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulations, Office
of Public and Indian Housing, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report for a rule
entitled ‘‘Housing Choice Voucher Program
Homeownership Option: Eligibility of Units
Owned or Controlled by a Public Housing
Agency; Correction (RIN2577-AC39)”’ received
on November 25, 2002; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-336. A communication from the General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report for a
rule entitled ‘“Final Flood Elevation Deter-
minations 67 FR 67125 (44 CFR Part 67)” re-
ceived on December 4, 2002; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-337. A communication from the General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report for a
rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Flood Elevation
Determinations 67 FR 67123 (44 CFR Part 65)”
received on December 4, 2002; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-338. A communication from the General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report for a
rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Final Flood Ele-
vation Determination 67 FR 65718 (Doc. No.
FEMA-B-7431)" received on December 4, 2002;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-339. A communication from the General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, Fed-
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eral Emergency Management Agency, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report for a
rule entitled ‘“‘Change in Flood Elevation De-
terminations 67 FR 67119 (Doc. No. FEMA-D-
75631)” received on December 4, 2002; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-340. A communication from the General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report for a
rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community Eli-
gibility 67 FR 67117 (Doc. No. FEMA-7795)"
received on December 4, 2002; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

EC-341. A communication from the General
Counsel, Office of the General Counsel, Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report for a
rule entitled ‘‘Final Flood Elevation Deter-
mination 67 FR 67126 (44 CFR Part 67)” re-
ceived on December 4, 2002; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. DAYTON:

S. 142. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow medicare bene-
ficiaries an advanced refundable credit
against income tax for the purchase of out-
patient prescription drugs; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mr. INOUYE:

S. 143. A bill to increase the role of the
Secretary of Transportation in admin-
istering section 901 of the Merchant Marine
Act, 1936, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. CRAIG (for himself, Mr. HAGEL,
Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BAU-

CcUs, Mr. BURNS, Mr. DORGAN, Mr.
SMITH, Mr. JOHNSON, and Mr. EN-
SIGN):

S. 144. A Dbill to require the Secretary of
the Interior to establish a program to pro-
vide assistance through States to eligible
weed management entities to control or
eradicate harmful, nonnative weeds on pub-
lic and private land; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. KYL (for himself, Mr. McCAIN,
Mr. SESSIONS, and Mr. BAYH):

S. 145. A Dbill to prohibit assistance to
North Korea or the Korean Peninsula Devel-
opment Organization, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. DEWINE (for himself, Mr. GRA-
HAM of South Carolina, Mr. VOINO-
VICH, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. ENSIGN,
Mr. ENzI, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. NICKLES,
Mr. SANTORUM, and Mr. FITZGERALD):

S. 146. A bill to amend titles 10 and 18,
United States Code, to protect unborn vic-
tims of violence; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. DEWINE:

S. 147. A bill to amend title 18 of the
United States Code to add a general provi-
sion for criminal attempt; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. DEWINE:

S. 148. A bill to provide for the Secretary of
Homeland Security to be included in the line
of Presidential succession; to the Committee
on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. DEWINE (for himself and Mr.
CRAPO):

S. 149. A bill to improve investigation and
prosecution of sexual assault cases with DNA
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evidence, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.
By Mr. ALLEN:

S. 150. A bill to make permanent the mora-
torium on taxes on Internet access and mul-
tiple and discriminatory taxes on electronic
commerce imposed by the Internet Tax Free-
dom Act; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself,
LEAHY, and Mr. BENNETT):

S. 151. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, with respect to the sexual ex-
ploitation of children; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

Mr.

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 6
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 6,
a bill to enhance homeland security
and for other purposes.
S. 16
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 16,
a bill to protect the civil rights of all
Americans, and for other purposes.
8. 17
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 17,
a bill to initiate responsible Federal
actions that will reduce the risks from
global warming and climate change to
the economy, the environment, and
quality of life, and for other purposes.
S. 99
At the request of Mr. HOLLINGS, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 99, a bill for the relief of
Jaya Gulab Tolani and Hitesh Gulab
Tolani.
S. 101
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) and the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. DEWINE) were added as
cosponsors of S. 101, a bill to authorize
salary adjustments for Justices and
judges of the United States for fiscal
year 2003.
S. 119
At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
119, a bill to provide special minimum
funding requirements for certain pen-
sion plans maintained pursuant to col-
lective bargaining agreements.
S. 120
At the request of Mrs. HUTCHISON, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
120, a bill to eliminate the marriage
tax penalty permanently in 2003.
S. 125
At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. THOMAS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 125, a bill to provide emergency
disaster assistance to agricultural pro-
ducers.
S. 138
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER,
the name of the Senator from New
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York (Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 138, a bill to temporarily
increase the Federal medical assist-
ance percentage for the medicaid pro-
gram.
S. CON. RES. 1

At the request of Mr. SARBANES, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. CORZINE), the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. DASCHLE), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. DORGAN), the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr. JOHN-
SON) and the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) were added as cospon-
sors of S. Con. Res. 1, a concurrent res-
olution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that there should continue to be
parity between the adjustments in the
compensation of members of the uni-
formed services and the adjustments in
the compensation of civilian employees
of the United States.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. CRAIG (for himself, Mr.
HAGEL, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. BURNS,
Mr. DORGAN, Mr. SMITH, Mr.
JOHNSON, and Mr. ENSIGN):

S. 144. A bill to require the Secretary
of the Interior to establish a program
to provide assistance through States to
eligible weed management entities to
control or eradicate harmful, non-
native weeds on public and private
land; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I would
like to address an issue of enormous
economic magnitude, but one that
many are only vaguely familiar with.
This issue is extremely important to
those of us in the West and around the
country because it affects countless
farmers, ranchers, public land man-
agers and private landowners, and it
literally knows no boundaries.

Noxious weeds threaten fully two-
thirds of all endangered species and are
now considered by some experts to be
the second most important threat to
bio-diversity. In some areas in the
West, spotted knapweed and thistle
grows so dense that big game wildlife
are forced to move out of the area to
find edible plants. Noxious weeds also
increase soil erosion, and prevent
recreationists from accessing land that
is infested with poisonous plants.

I believe stopping the spread of nox-
ious weeds requires a two pronged ef-
fort. First, we must prevent new non-
native weed species from becoming es-
tablished in the United States, and sec-
ond, we must stop or slow the spread of
the noxious weeds currently present in
our country.

I have stood before Congress for a
number of years pushing legislation
and speaking on the issue of noxious
weeds. I know some in the Senate tire
of hearing me bring up this issue, but
growing up on a farm and ranch in
western Idaho, I have experienced the
destruction caused when noxious weeds
are not treated and are left to overtake
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native species. Two-thirds of our land
in Idaho is owned by the Federal Gov-
ernment. Our Montana, Washington,
and Oregon neighbors all have com-
parable Federal ownership. State and
private land borders much of these
Federal lands. I have seen the devasta-
tion noxious weeds can have when un-
checked and not effectively treated or
managed largely due to lack of re-
sources.

Because of these problems, during
the 106th Congress I introduced and
worked to pass the Plant Protection
Act. That bill primarily dealt with the
Animal Plant Health Inspection Serv-
ice’s, APHIS, authority to block or reg-
ulate the importation or movement of
a noxious weed and plant pest, and it
also provides authority for inspection
and enforcement of the regulations.
Basically the bill focused on stopping
the weeds at our borders.

Last Congress, along with 16 of my
colleagues, I introduced S. 198, the
“Noxious Weed Control Act.” We held
two Committee hearings on the bill,
and it passed the Senate in November.
Unfortunately there was not time to
reconcile the bill with the other body,
so we are introducing the legislation
again.

To develop the Noxious Weed Control
Act, I worked tirelessly with the Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Beef Association,
Public Lands Council, and The Nature
Conservancy. This legislation will pro-
vide a mechanism to get funding to the
local level where weeds can be fought
in a collaborative way. Working to-
gether is what this entire initiative is
all about.

Specifically, this bill establishes, in
the Office of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, a program to provide assistance
through States to eligible weed man-
agement entities. The Secretary of the
Interior would appoint an Advisory
Committee of ten individuals to make
recommendations to the Secretary re-
garding the annual allocation of funds.
The Secretary, in consultation with
the Advisory Committee, would allo-
cate funds to States to provide funding
to eligible weed management entities
to carry out projects approved by
States to control or eradicate harmful,
non-native weeds on public and private
lands. Funds would be allocated based
on several factors, including but not
limited to: the seriousness of the prob-
lem in the State; the extent to which
the Federal funds will be used to lever-
age non-Federal funds to address the
problem; and the extent to which the
State has already made progress in ad-
dressing the problems.

The bill directs that the States may
use 8 percent of their allocation to fund
applied research to solve locally sig-
nificant weed management problems
and solutions. States may also allocate
25 percent of available funding to en-
courage the formation of weed manage-
ment areas and to carry out projects
relating to the control and eradication
of noxious weeds, and 75 percent for fi-
nancial awards to eligible weed man-
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agement entities. To be eligible for
funding, a weed management entity
must be established by local stake-
holders for weed management or public
education purposes, provide the State a
description of its purpose and proposed
projects, and fulfill any other require-
ments set by the State. Projects would
be evaluated, giving equal consider-
ation to economic and natural values,
and selected for funding based on fac-
tors such as the seriousness of the
problem, the likelihood that the
project will address the problem, and
the comprehensiveness of the project’s
approach to the noxious weed problem
within the State. A 50 percent of non-
Federal match is required to receive
the funds.

The Department of Agriculture in
Idaho, ISDA, has developed a ‘‘Stra-
tegic Plan for Managing Noxious
Weeds”” through a collaborative effort
involving private landowners, State
and Federal land managers, State and
local governmental entities, and other
interested parties. Cooperative Weed
Management Areas, CWMAs, are the
centerpiece of the strategic plan.
CWMASs cross jurisdictional boundaries
to bring together all landowners, land
managers, and interested parties to
identify and prioritize noxious weed
strategies within the CWMA in a col-
laborative manner. The primary re-
sponsibilities of the ISDA are to pro-
vide coordination, administrative sup-
port, facilitation, and project cost-
share funding for this collaborative ef-
fort. Idaho already has a record of
working in a collaborative way on this
issue, my legislation will build on the
progress we have had, and establish the
same formula for success in other
States.

As I have said before, noxious weeds
are a serious problem on both public
and private lands across the Nation.
Like a ‘‘slow burning wildfire,”” nox-
ious weeds take land out of production,
force native species off the land, and
interrupt the commerce and activities
of all those who rely on the land for
their livelihoods, including farmers,
ranchers, recreationists, and others.

I believe we must focus our efforts to
rid our lands of this devastating in-
vader. Noxious weeds are not only a
problem for farmers and ranchers, but
a hazard to our environment, economy,
and communities in Idaho, the West,
and for the country as a whole. We
must reclaim the rangeland for natural
species. Noxious weeds do not recognize
property boundaries, so if we want to
win this war on weeds, we must inte-
grate all stakeholders at the Federal,
State, local, and individual levels. The
Noxious Weed Control Act is an impor-
tant step to ensure we are diligent in
stopping the spread of these weeds. I
am confident that if we work together
at all levels of government and
throughout our communities, we can
protect our land, livelihood, and envi-
ronment.

I urge my colleagues to support this
effort.
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