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whether or not Bill Gates or his father
have added tax benefits. They want to
know if they can protect their kids, if
they can protect their family with
health insurance.

These are the real issues being ig-
nored by this White House. I sincerely
hope the Senate will not ignore them.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has that right.

CRITICAL ISSUES

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, we have
heard some strong views, which, of
course, is appropriate for the Senate.
That is what we ought to be doing. We
will always have a difference of view as
to how we approach the problems that
confront us. What we ought to do is ap-
proach some of those problems rather
than stand in disrepair here for an-
other few days and not do anything
with the issues. But we will always
have a difference of view. That is what
it is all about.

It is interesting that the Senator
from Illinois talks about a bipartisan
solution when we have no bipartisan-
ship at all in this Chamber. There can’t
be a word, there has not been a word,
offered about any of these proposals
without criticizing the White House.
You can have a different point of view,
but you don’t always have to criticize
the person who has a different point of
view than you do.

We have a unique situation. We find
ourselves with a difficulty in the Mid-
dle East, the challenge of war there.
We have a challenge in North Korea as
well. We also have an economy that
has slumped. We have to do something
about that. These are quite different
situations than 2 years ago. We have to
do some things that are different.

With respect to the economy, we
need to do something. All I hear is crit-
icism from the other side. I don’t hear
a plan. I don’t hear any proposal. I
don’t see anything happening except
just criticism.

The fact is, we need to have a plan.
The President has put forth a plan. His
plan deals with the issue. Should it be
altered? Could there be changes? Of
course, that is always the case.

The fact is, there is a plan that has
three main goals: To encourage con-
sumer spending that will continue to
boost the economy; to promote invest-
ments by individuals and businesses
that will lead to economic growth and
job creation; and to deliver critical
help to unemployed citizens, which we
have already done to some extent and
need to continue to do.

The difference in point of view, ap-
parently, as my friend from the other
side of the aisle said, is they want to
redistribute income and pass out
money. That is their plan; $300 to ev-
eryone. And they talk about just doing
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it for 1 year. The fact is, what we need
to resolve this problem is more invest-
ment and more jobs. Mr. President,
$300 doesn’t solve a family’s problems;
$300 doesn’t solve anyone’s future. But
a job does, and jobs require investment.
The President’s proposal would speed
up the 2001 tax cuts to increase the
pace of recovery and job creation, en-
courage job-creating investments in
small and large businesses by ending
some of the double taxation and giving
other incentives to invest. These are
the kinds of things that create jobs,
that will help people and provide for
unemployed Americans, which we have
done to some extent.

They talk about not doing anything
immediately. They want to give some-
body $300. Under the President’s pro-
posal to speed up tax relief, 2 million
taxpayers would receive an average tax
cut of over $1,000 in 2003; 46 million
married couples would receive an aver-
age tax cut of $1,700; 34 million families
with children would receive an average
benefit of $1,400; 6 million single
women with children would receive an
average tax cut of over $500 imme-
diately, this year; 23 million small
businesses would receive tax cuts aver-
aging over $2,000, which would help cre-
ate more jobs and continue to move in
the direction we would like.

There is a chart in today’s Wash-
ington Times that compares the $300
with the things the Bush bill would do,
and talking about a single person who
makes an income of, say, $50,000, he
gets more under the Bush plan. But
more importantly, when you have a
married couple, they get more like
$1,700 as opposed to $600 or $300 each.

So we can have a different view as to
how we do this, but two or three things
are important. One is we get the facts
out there as to what is really going to
happen. Two is we have a plan that ap-
plies more than just the distribution
and redistribution of money, and the
other, that would create jobs to stimu-
late the economy. We have seen what
economies can do in terms of deficits.
No one hates deficits worse than I. I
am probably one of the more conserv-
ative spenders here, but I believe when
you have a turndown in the economy,
you have to do some things differently,
particularly when they are coupled
with the problems we have overseas.
But a strong economy will replace that
and we have seen that happen in the
past. The best way to deal with the def-
icit is to have that strong economy and
to get it moving again.

Generally, the President’s growth
and job package provides for a short-
term boost for the economy, creates
jobs, promotes sustained and long-term
economic growth. Accelerating the
2004, 2006 tax rates to 2003 will provide
28 million taxpayers with an average of
$1,100. We don’t hear that when we talk
about it.

Mr. President, again, I respect the
idea that we have different views as to
how to deal with problems. I think it is
very important that we make sure we
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get the facts out and, No. 2, if you dis-
agree with it—and there is a problem
as there is here—that there be an alter-
native, that there be some choices, and
not just full-time criticism.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio is recognized.

———————

TRIBUTE TO STEVE YOUNG

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, at this
hour in Ohio, final tributes are being
paid to Steve Young. I rise this morn-
ing on the Senate floor to pay tribute
to Steve Young. He is an Ohioan who
dedicated his life to keeping our com-
munities safe and free from crime.
Steve was well known and a well-re-
spected figure in the law enforcement
community; he was elected by his peers
to serve as the national President of
the Fraternal Order of Police. He held
this position until his death from can-
cer last week, on January 9. Steve was
just 49 years old.

Steve Young grew up in Upper San-
dusky, OH, and was a graduate of
Upper Sandusky High School. He
joined the Marion City Police Depart-
ment in 1976 and spent his entire law
enforcement career as an active duty
officer in Marion. It was in Marion that
Steve first became a member of the
FOP, joining lodge 24 in Marion. Steve
later went on to serve as President of
this local lodge in Marion.

Leadership in the law enforcement
community came naturally to Steve as
his hard work and dedication earned
him the respect and admiration of his
peers. Steve went on to become active
in the Ohio State Lodge of the FOP and
served first as Vice President and then
as President of the State FOP, rep-
resenting Ohio’s 24,000 law enforcement
officers. Through the Ohio State
Lodge, Steve helped to create the Ohio
Labor Council. This council created a
model for improved labor-management
negotiations in police forces—a model
that has now been adopted in at least
14 other States.

Mr. President, Members of the Sen-
ate, Steve’s leadership in the Ohio law
enforcement community and his exper-
tise in labor issues earned him a na-
tional reputation. In 2001, after serving
4 years as national Vice President,
Steve was unanimously elected to
serve as the national President of the
FOP. In this capacity, Steve rep-
resented over 300,000 law enforcement
officers nationwide and worked to pro-
tect the interests of our Nation’s fin-
est. This was, I can tell you, a job that
Steve loved and one he did with dignity
and pride.

While Steve Young had an incredibly
successful career with multiple accom-
plishments, I also want to take a few
moments to discuss my personal con-
nection with Steve. I had the privilege
of knowing not just Steve Young the
police officer, but also Steve Young the
man. Steve was a dear friend for many
years. He was someone in whom I had
a great deal of trust, and I was fortu-
nate to be able to call on him as a
trusted advisor.
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Whether it was when I was Lieuten-
ant Governor of Ohio or as a Senator, I
had the opportunity to work with
Steve for many years, and I have relied
on him for advice and counsel. I con-
sulted with Steve regularly on criminal
justice issues, and I must tell you that
his keen insights have helped shape
nearly every piece of criminal justice
legislation I have introduced in the
Senate, and he helped me immensely
when I was Lieutenant Governor car-
rying out the Governor’s criminal jus-
tice agenda. Steve made a lasting im-
pression on law enforcement both in
Ohio and across our Nation. From pen-
sion plans to crime-fighting tech-
nology, Steve’s foresight and vision
have helped bring law enforcement into
the 21st century.

One of the last times I saw Steve, he
was here in Washington in July for a
Judiciary Committee hearing. Fortu-
nately, I had a chance to spend a few
brief moments with Steve. That meet-
ing reminds me again of Steve’s humil-
ity. He was a humble man. He had no
airs about him. He was quiet and, I
must say, self-effacing. He didn’t put
on a show or try to impress people with
his position or his power within the
FOP. People felt comfortable around
Steve because he was comfortable
around them. He liked people and they
liked him back.

At the same time, though, his affable
nature didn’t hide the fact that Steve
Young was also a very strong man,
brave, courageous, fearless, and tough
as nails. After all, Steve Young was a
policeman—exactly the kind of police-
man I would have wanted by my side
when I was a county prosecutor, the
kind of policeman I would have wanted
helping me if I were a victim of a
crime, the kind of policeman I would
have wanted protecting my children
and my grandchildren and my entire
family.

That was Steve Young—a model for
all law enforcement. Because Steve
was sO0 humble and unassuming about
his work and his position as President
of the FOP, many people don’t realize
just how many leaders relied on him
for guidance and counsel. President
Bush listened to him. In fact, the
President called Steve shortly before
his death. I think that shows how much
respect President Bush had for him and
how much he appreciated Steve’s work
and service to our Nation.

As I read through so many of the
tributes written about Steve and spo-
ken about Steve after his death, I was
especially struck by a statement given
by Chuck Canterbury, the FOP’s na-
tional vice president. This is what he
said:

In his 11 years as President of the Ohio
State Lodge, 4 years as national vice presi-
dent, and his all too brief term as national
president, Steve woke up each morning and
went to work for the citizens of Marion City
and the rank-and-file officers in every region
of the country. He was as dedicated a man,
an officer, and a friend as I have ever known.

I could not agree more. This quote il-
lustrates why Steve Young was so spe-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

cial to so many people. He was a hum-
ble, dedicated man who devoted his ca-
reer toward working for the good of his
fellow officers, for the good of Ohio,
and for the good of this Nation.

Steve’s commitment to our commu-
nity was evident in everything he did.
Criminals were caught because of him,
and crimes were, in fact, prevented. He
was a protector. He was a leader. He
was a good, decent, hard-working man
for whom I have great respect and ad-
miration.

As I think about Steve’s short but
full life, I am reminded of a very famil-
iar passage from the Bible, a passage
from St. Paul’s second letter to Tim-
othy in which St. Paul said:

The time of my departure has come. I have
fought the good fight. I have finished the
course. I have kept the faith.

There is no question, Mr. President,
Steve Young fought the good fight. He
finished the course. He kept the faith.
Steve Young lived a life of great
achievement, both public and private,
and we will miss him deeply.

My wife Fran and I extend our heart-
felt sympathy and our prayers to the
entire Young family, especially his
wife, Denise; their sons, Staten and
Steven; his sisters, Gloria, Kay, and
Deborah; and his mother, Lillian. Our
thoughts are also with all the police of-
ficers in Steve’s extended family.

I thank the Chair, and I yield the
floor.

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, Steve
Young was a dear friend, an excep-
tional leader and a tireless advocate
for law enforcement officers across the
Nation. There are so many who will
truly miss him, and I am one of them.

With 26 years of law enforcement ex-
perience, in 2001 Steve was elected Na-
tional President of the Fraternal Order
of Police, FOP, the world’s largest or-
ganization of sworn law enforcement
officers with more than 300,000 mem-
bers in over 2,000 local lodges across
the United States. An active police of-
ficer, serving as a Lieutenant in the
Marion City Police Department of Mar-
ion, OH and an FOP member for 26
years, Steve was an innovative leader
in law enforcement issues. Before he
became FOP’s National President,
Steve was the organization’s National
Vice President for 4 years and served as
Ohio’s State FOP President from 1988
to 1999. For the past 15 years he de-
voted much of his time to the Ohio
State Lodge’s Legislative Committee.
He graduated from the 185th Session of
the FBI National Academy.

I was honored to work with Steve and
the Fraternal Order of Police on many
issues affecting rank-and-file law en-
forcement officers. Most recently we
worked closely together in the last
Congress on the top legislative priority
of the FOP, the Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Safety Act. His powerful testi-
mony before the Senate Judiciary
Committee helped enormously as we
worked to move this bill forward. He
told how law enforcement officers are
never ‘‘off-duty,” and described their
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commitment as dedicated public serv-
ants who are trained to uphold the law
and keep the peace. He observed that
whenever there is a threat to the peace
or to our public safety, law enforce-
ment officers are sworn to answer that
call. Steve was dedicated to this legis-
lation because he understood the im-
portance of having law enforcement of-
ficers across the nation armed and pre-
pared when they answer that call, no
matter where, when, or in what form it
comes.

Steve Young inspired me and so
many others with his enduring dedica-
tion to making our communities safer
and protecting the officers who are
sworn to guard and serve the American
public. Law enforcement officers every-
where, and everyone who had the
chance to know him or work with him,
lost a great friend and champion last
night. Our hearts and thoughts and
prayers are with his family and friends
and associates at this time of sadness
over this loss and remembrance of
Steve Young’s life.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

———

THE PRESIDENT’S STIMULUS
PACKAGE

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I
rise today to talk about the President’s
bold and visionary stimulus package,
one that will promote jobs and growth
in our country. One would have to
admit to sleeping for the last 3 years
not to have seen that we have had a
very unstable economy. It has spooked
investors. It has spooked retirees. Peo-
ple do not know what they can count
on to live.

The President has said: I can sit here
and twiddle my thumbs or I can do
something, and I can do something
bold that will do the most for the most
people in our country.

The President did not say: I am going
to only try to help one segment of our
society. He said: I am going to try to
help every segment of our society.
That is why he put forward a very bal-
anced plan and one that certainly will
stimulate the economy.

I wish to talk about the income tax
rate deductions. The income tax rate
reductions were set in the bill that we
passed 2 years ago that cut taxes, prob-
ably one of the largest tax cuts in the
history of America. The bill provided
that over the next 10 years, peobple
would have income tax rate reductions
that would allow them to keep more of
the money they earned. This applies to
every person in America who works—
people who pay taxes at the highest
level and people who do not pay taxes
at all and yet get an earned-income tax
credit, even if they are in the lower
brackets. We want to help every single
segment of working America.

We especially want to help those at
the lower end because we do not want
the many people coming off welfare to
think that their lifestyle and their
ability to live has gone down. That is
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