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In order for our Nation to reach the 

promised land Dr. King referenced, we 
must see a racial understanding, a ra-
cial reconciliation. We are still work-
ing at it and we still have a ways to go. 
We need to do it through education, 
through cooperation, through commu-
nication, and we need to do it every 
way we can. 

For several years now, several of us 
have been working together—I have 
particularly worked with Congressman 
JOHN LEWIS on the House side to create 
a national museum of African-Amer-
ican history and culture on The Mall 
here in Washington—in our front yard. 
I am proud to say that I have had the 
support of many Members of this 
Chamber on this issue, including Sen-
ators SESSIONS, SPECTER, DODD, and 
CLINTON. 

I am confident that when the Presi-
dential commission, which we created, 
submits their report on the creation of 
this much needed piece of American 
history, this body will vote to create 
this museum—a museum that not only 
means a great deal to African Ameri-
cans, but to this whole Nation as well. 

I don’t pretend that the creation of a 
museum will be a cure-all for racial 
reconciliation. It is, however, an im-
portant and, I think, a very productive 
step toward healing our Nation’s racial 
wounds. I hope it can be a museum of 
reconciliation at the end of the day, 
and that we will be expanding on Dr. 
King’s philosophy of understanding the 
plight of one another through edu-
cation. 

As we celebrate the life and legacy of 
one of our greatest national leaders, we 
need to return to those basic values 
which Dr. King promoted. His values 
are work, family, charity for our fellow 
man, and, most importantly, the rec-
ognition of a higher moral authority, 
which empowered his life so much. 

I had the opportunity last year to 
meet in Atlanta with Dr. King’s wife, 
Coretta Scott King. She brought up 
again that point of view that empow-
ered him, which was the power of faith 
that was evident in all that he did. 
Only through those qualities he ex-
pressed and lived by will we become a 
nation truly worthy of Dr. King’s leg-
acy. 

According to Dr. King, I will quote 
again:

The ultimate measure of a man is not 
where he stands in moments of comfort and 
convenience, but at times of challenge and 
controversy. A true neighbor will risk his po-
sition, his prestige, and even his life for the 
welfare of others. Indeed Dr. King exempli-
fied those qualities in his life, and I invite 
all of my colleagues to join me in continuing 
this legacy.

We will be introducing—probably 
within a month—the bill on the na-
tional African American museum. I 
hope my colleagues will join us in sup-
porting this. I think it is going to be an 
important statement. We have tried 
now for some 73 years to get this sort 
of museum—I have not personally, but 
a number of groups have. It is time 
that this happens in order to tell the 

difficulties, trials, tribulations, and 
triumphs of the African-American peo-
ple. It is my hope that through this un-
derstanding we will start to improve 
and create bonds and a racial reconcili-
ation in our land. 

Madam President, I yield the floor 
and suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

NATURAL DISASTERS IN NORTH 
DAKOTA 

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I 
rise to talk about a matter that is of 
urgent concern to the people I rep-
resent in the State of North Dakota, 
where we have been hit by a series of 
natural disasters, both drought and 
flood. 

In northeastern North Dakota, we 
have had nearly a decade of overly wet 
conditions and, as a result, very severe 
crop damage, a dramatic loss in pro-
duction. Ironically, in the other corner 
of the State, the southwestern corner, 
we have had the most severe drought 
since the 1930s. This combination has 
been a devastating blow to producers in 
my State, as it has been to producers 
in Montana, where they have suffered 
from terrible drought. Right down the 
core of the country, State after State 
has experienced overly dry conditions. 
On the other hand, States to our east 
have experienced overly wet condi-
tions, with dramatic crop losses, and 
substantial damage to the economy as 
a result. 

In the last farm bill, we passed in the 
Senate on a bipartisan basis a disaster 
relief package. When we went to con-
ference with the House of Representa-
tives, we were told there were two 
things that could not be negotiated. 
One was opening up Cuba to trade. The 
second was disaster assistance. We 
were told that both had to go to the 
Speaker of the House. When the Speak-
er of the House was contacted, he said 
that the answer on both of those ques-
tions—opening up Cuba for trade and 
disaster assistance—was a firm no.

The administration, in open session 
in the conference committee, indicated 
they would not support disaster assist-
ance. 

Madam President, we now come to 
this juncture, and we have another op-
portunity to respond to the extraor-
dinary natural disasters that have been 
felt in various parts of the country. 
And the question is: What do we do? 
Some have suggested in this legislation 
an across-the-board cut of 1.6 percent 
in all domestic programs, and then to 
take some of that money and give a 
bonus payment to all farmers, whether 
they have been hit by natural disaster 
or not. 

As much as I would like to see a 
bonus payment to all farmers, I really 
do not think it can be justified before 
we provide a disaster program for those 
who have been hit by natural disasters. 

The hard reality is that this is some-
thing we have always done, whether it 
was floods in other parts of the coun-
try—Missouri—or hurricanes in Florida 
or earthquakes in California. Every 
year I have been here, 16 years, we have 
responded to natural disasters. Last 
year, for the first time ever, we failed. 
There was no program to respond to 
natural disasters. 

I do not think we are going to look 
very good to the American people or 
very responsive to those who have suf-
fered from natural disasters if our an-
swer is to cut programs across the 
board and give a bonus to all farmers 
whether they suffered from natural dis-
aster or not. I just do not think that 
can be defended. I believe such an ap-
proach is going to create very hard 
feelings, and I do not think it is fair. 

The drought we are experiencing in 
southwestern North Dakota has now 
crept across the State. We just received 
the latest information from the U.S. 
Drought Monitor. It shows that the 
drought is now covering virtually all of 
our State and, of course, it shows the 
terrible and prolonged drought to our 
west in Montana, Wyoming, Colorado, 
and down into Arizona. This is a 
drought that is expanding, that is 
growing, and that is devastating every-
thing in its wake. That has to be re-
sponded to, and always before, we have 
had a program of natural disaster as-
sistance. 

Some have said: Just take it out of 
the farm bill. There are no provisions 
for disaster assistance in the farm bill. 
The administration opposed it. It is not 
there. 

Some say it is not fiscally respon-
sible to have a program of natural dis-
aster assistance. We have never taken 
that position in the whole 16 years I 
have been here. We have helped every 
part of the country that suffered from 
natural disaster. Every year, we have 
helped those who have been hurt. I do 
not think we should do any less this 
year. 

The fact is, I wrote the Congressional 
Budget Office and asked them: What 
are the savings in the farm bill because 
of these disasters? They wrote back to 
me and said: Senator, the savings, be-
cause of these natural disasters, are ap-
proaching $6 billion this year. Why? If 
you have natural disasters, you have 
less production; less production, higher 
prices; higher prices, lower farm pro-
gram payments. 

The distinguished occupant of the 
chair is married to a gentleman with 
whom I served for many years. Senator 
Dole, the former Republican leader, 
represented Kansas in the Senate. He 
and I worked together many times on 
disaster assistance in the Agriculture 
Committee and on the floor of the Sen-
ate. Whether it was a problem in Kan-
sas or a problem in North Dakota or a 
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problem outside of our States, we 
sought to be responsive to those who 
suffered from natural disaster, and I 
believe we should do that again. 

The proposal in this appropriations 
bill was not done in consultation with 
the Agriculture Committee members, 
and it borders on bizarre. I do not know 
how else to say it. To cut every other 
domestic program by 1.6 percent and 
then give a bonus payment to every 
farmer, whether they have suffered 
losses or not, whether they have had 
natural disaster or not, I do not think 
can be justified. 

We just passed a farm bill. I fought 
very hard for it. It is a good farm bill. 
It is not perfect, but it is a good farm 
bill, substantially stronger than the 
previous farm bill. For us to cut every 
other program 1.6 percent and give a 
bonus payment to every farmer in the 
country whether they suffered from a 
disaster or not, I do not think can be 
justified, I do not think can be sup-
ported. 

Sign me up to give help to those who 
have suffered a natural disaster. 
Whether it is in the State of Kentucky, 
the State of North Carolina, the State 
of New Mexico, the States of North or 
South Dakota, Montana, or Colorado, 
we ought to have a disaster package, 
disaster assistance for those suffering 
from disaster. We should not cut every-
body else and give bonus payments to 
those who have had no disaster. 

How can that be justified? What are 
we going to do, cut law enforcement to 
give bonus payments to those who had 
no disaster? I do not believe that will 
be sustained. I do not believe that will 
be carried through the process. I do not 
believe the President of the United 
States would sign such legislation. 
Most of all, it is not right. 

Let’s take the resources that are 
available, the substantial savings that 
are in the farm bill because of these 
disasters. Because we had natural dis-
asters, there is less production; as a re-
sult of that, there were higher prices; 
as a result of that, there were lower 
farm program payments to the tune of 
$6 billion, maybe more. The CBO is 
about to release new estimates. They 
may show even greater savings. I think 
a portion of those savings ought to be 
allocated to help those who suffered 
from natural disasters, and goodness 
knows those losses were widespread in 
2002. 

I conclude by asking my colleagues 
to think carefully about the precedent 
we are setting because always before, 
when others suffered natural disaster, 
we responded. We ought to do no less 
now.

Mr. SARBANES. Madam President, 
it is appropriate that, on the eve of the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a great Mary-
lander and civil rights leader in his 
own right, former Baltimore Mayor 
Clarence ‘‘Du’’ Burns. 

From humble beginnings in East Bal-
timore, Du Burns began a lifetime of 
public service and great accomplish-

ments, eventually becoming the first 
African-American mayor of Baltimore. 
Born on September 13, 1918, in East 
Baltimore, Du attended Frederick 
Douglas High School and the Larry 
London School of Music, where he de-
veloped a love of jazz that would stay 
with him through his lifetime. At the 
age of 21, he married Edith Phillips, 
and soon thereafter joined the United 
States Army Air Corps. Du served in 
the Air Corps for 3 years before return-
ing to Baltimore and embarking on a 
long career of service to the city. 

For 20 years, Du Burns worked at 
Paul Laurence Dunbar High School as 
a recreational and youth hygiene coun-
selor. In 1971, he first entered the polit-
ical arena, serving as 2nd district coun-
cilman from 1971 until 1982, and later 
became both Vice President and the 
first African-American President of the 
city council. Then, on January 26, 1987, 
Du was sworn in to complete the term 
of Governor William Donald Schaefer, 
becoming the 45th mayor of Baltimore 
and the first African-American mayor 
in the history of the city. 

This simple list of Du’s career posi-
tions does not come close to expressing 
all he accomplished and all he meant 
to Baltimore. Du Burns got his nick-
name because he was always ‘‘doing’’ 
things for others. He made his life’s 
work the improvement of our city, par-
ticularly those areas that others had 
written off as beyond help. Among his 
many accomplishments were the cre-
ation of the new Dunbar High School 
Complex; the East Baltimore Medical 
Plan, the first community-based HMO 
in the Nation; and Ashland Mews, a 372 
town home community for first time 
homeowners. Du was one of the found-
ing members and later a long-time 
chairman of the board of the East Bal-
timore Corporation, a nonprofit organi-
zation that provides substance abuse 
services, job training and placement, 
and numerous other services to people 
that desperately needed assistance in 
order to revitalize the community. Du 
likewise was a founder and chairman of 
the Eastside Democratic Organization. 
But most central in his life was his 
family and his church. Du was an ac-
tive member of the St. Francis Xavier 
Roman Catholic Church for 45 years, 
and devoted to his wife Edith, daughter 
Cheryl, granddaughter, and extended 
family. 

Like Dr. King, Du Burns serves as an 
example that one person can move 
mountains and change the world for 
the better with selfless service to the 
community. I was privileged to attend 
the funeral mass for Du yesterday, 
which was a touching celebration of his 
life and legacy. I think the homily 
given by Father Edward Miller at that 
service was a wonderful tribute to the 
spirit that guided his life, and which 
we should all strive to emulate. In 
honor of Du Burns, I ask unanimous 
consent that a copy of that homily now 
be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

EULOGY FOR CLARENCE ‘‘DU’’ BURNS 
(By Father Edward Miller) 

Extraordinary people are ordinary people, 
who allow Gods’s Amazing Grace to touch 
them and transform, them. 

Extraordinary people are ordinary people, 
who, if you hinted that they were extraor-
dinary, would deny it, with all Christian 
Honesty and Humility. 

Extraordinary people are ordinary people, 
who, are graceful in life’s victories, and gra-
cious in life’s defeats, because they know the 
God who makes the sun to shine on the just 
and unjust, the rain to fall on the good and 
not so good. 

Extraordinary people are ordinary people, 
who, when they are ‘the first’ to do some-
thing, simply say that somebody had to be 
first, but then look out for those who come 
after them, knowing that ‘‘if I can help 
somebody . . .’’

This morning we come in faith to com-
mend the soul of our brother in the Lord, and 
an extraordinary man, Clarence Du Burns, to 
Almighty God. 

I’ll bet even God calls him Du. 
When I went to the hospital to give him 

the Last Rites of our Catholic Church, his 
much loved grandchild Lisa, trying to wake 
him up, kept calling in his ear, ‘‘Du - Du - Du 
- wake up!’’

Now, I come from the old school, and can-
not ever imagine calling either of my grand-
fathers John. 

But I am sure that Du would have had it no 
other way! 

He was proud of that name! And he will 
probably be the only Baltimorean to ever 
carry it. He got it the old fashioned way: he 
earned it. 

When you speak it, and we had better tell 
his story to our children and children’s chil-
dren, speak his name with reverence, and 
with respect. 

Du Burns embodied what was good about 
politics, what was good about life, what was 
good about Baltimore, the city he loved. 

He loved his country, which he served for 4 
years in the army. 

He loved his Catholic Faith, and as a con-
vert to Catholicism 45 years ago, was a mem-
ber of St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 
itself a first, the first African American 
Catholic Parish in the US. 

It was the only church he was a member of 
as an adult, those 45 years, although he was 
known to sneak over to St. Bernardine’s 
from time to time with Cheryl and Lisa, and 
soon stopped standing up when visitors stood 
to be recognized. 

He served at St. Francis Xavier as an 
usher, but not in an official, usher board ca-
pacity; he stepped in when needed, when the 
ushers were short-handed.

That was Du. 
The Sun editorial on Tuesday said ‘‘when 

he ascended in 1987 to become the first Black 
mayor of Baltimore, Mr. Burns knew a thing 
or two about how to make things work. He 
knew how to run an organization, he knew 
how to look after people.’’

Cardinal Keeler, that sounds like the defi-
nition of an effective pastor! And he might 
have made a great Catholic priest and pas-
tor, except that God called him to another 
vocation, to say ‘‘I do’’ to Miss Edith 63 
years ago, and to travel through life to-
gether for these past 63 years. 

Du loved his family, his wife, daughter and 
granddaughter, as the family pictures that 
literally cover every square inch of the liv-
ing room walls attest. 

Much was always made of Du’s humble be-
ginnings, of the locker room at Dunbar. And 
I say, ‘‘Tell it, tell it, tell it some more; tell 
it to our children, who flippantly dismiss 
flipping burgers, because it is beneath 
them.’’
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Our youth need to know that if you have 

nothing, then nothing is below you. You 
can’t be the CEO, if you have Zero!!! We need 
to tell them that in life, you do, and you 
keep doing; and if God gives you a lemon, 
you make the best lemonade anyone ever 
drank. That was Du’s way! 

Tell them that if you do what is right, God 
will make a way, somehow! That was Du’s 
faith! 

His being present and available back then 
at Dunbar, led to so many other develop-
ments. 

Du became a youth counselor—to shape 
and guide young lives; a teacher—who shared 
his street smarts, and mentored aspiring 
politicians in East Baltimore; a developer—
as the Dunbar Complex rose up; this 
uneducated man!; an architect—of the East 
Baltimore Community Development; a build-
er—as new housing rose up for first time 
home owners; a negotiator—as his skills 
built city council coalitions; this uneducated 
man!; a doctor—as the East Baltimore Med-
ical Plan came to be; a wise man—who knew 
that you don’t hang your dirty laundry out 
for all to see; but you clean it up in the back 
room, and hang it out clean, so no one would 
be embarrassed; a mathematician—who 
knew that ‘‘10’’ was the magic number; 10 
votes, you win! This uneducated man! 

But most of all, Du Burns was a servant of 
God! 

The First Letter of John tells us that we 
cannot say we love the God we cannot see, if 
we do not love the sisters and brothers we do 
see. 

Du knew that; he saw situations, he recog-
nized needs, and he served. The phrase ‘‘too 
busy’’ was not in his vocabulary. 

People were housed, fed, educated, given a 
chance, at his initiative. That is not irrele-
vant; that is life-giving, that is service; and 
to a believer, that is living the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

Baltimore is better, because Du Burns, an 
ordinary man, took what God gave him, used 
it for others’ good, and became extraor-
dinary, and forever a piece of Baltimore his-
tory. 

Too many people spend their lives climb-
ing the ladder of success, and when they 
reach the top, they find out it has been lean-
ing against the wrong building all the time. 

Not so for Du. 
Most important: Du knew what God would 

do. 
He knew that it mattered not if your name 

appeared in Who’s Who at the library; it only 
mattered if your name was written in the 
Book of Life. 

Sunday afternoon, Our Father God sent an 
escort named Jesus, to take Du home. 

As lovingly as Lisa had called his name the 
Sunday before, Jesus now called his name. 

The man who rode to many city appoint-
ments in a city limo, now had his best ride 
ever, as that heavenly chariot swung down to 
take him to that home on the other side, to 
that land where he will never grow old. 

And he heard the Lord say, Du, you did! 
You understood that, whatever you did to 
the least of your s/b, you did to me! Now, 
rest in the green pasture, sit beside the cool 
water, take your place at the banquet table. 

On Du’s tombstone will soon be inscribed 
his name, dates of birth and death, and a 
dash in between them. 

What he did in that dash through life made 
all the difference. 

The psalmist says that 70 is the sum of our 
years, or 80 if we are strong. 

So we place a strong man, tenderly, lov-
ingly, into God’s unchanging hands. 

We are better, Baltimore is better, because 
Du passed through. 

Thank You, Lord, for Du. Give him, we 
pray you, the reward that his good labors de-
serve. 

Eternal Rest grant unto him, O Lord . . .
Mr. BREAUX. Madam President, I 

rise today to pay tribute to a great hu-
manitarian and a great American, Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. This week, as 
our Nation honors Dr. King on what 
would have been his 74th birthday, we 
have an opportunity to reflect on his 
courage, his legacy, and his dream for 
a better and more equal America. 

To honor his legacy and to more fully 
realize Dr. King’s dream, we in public 
service must support an agenda that 
reflects what is most important in the 
lives of all Americans, policies that 
emphasize economic opportunity, im-
proved education, an enhanced 
healthcare system, election reform and 
protection of basic civil rights. 

First, as we commemorate the legacy 
of Dr. King and his dream for our Na-
tion I would like to take an oppor-
tunity to recognize the brave contribu-
tion of the African-American commu-
nity in my own state of Louisiana, men 
and women who have been true leaders 
and pioneers in our shared journey for 
equality, justice and human dignity for 
all Americans. 

Our country’s first bus boycott, be-
fore Rosa Parks’ courageous stand in 
Montgomery, occurred in Baton Rouge. 
Dr. King’s national civil rights organi-
zation, the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, was inaugurated and 
chartered in New Orleans. And the 
bravery exhibited by students at 
Southern University was responsible 
for the landmark Supreme Court case 
that desegregated the entire interstate 
commerce facilities. 

Dr. King’s dream for equality and op-
portunity is reflected in recent work 
here on the floor of this body. 

Last year, Congress and President 
Bush worked together to improve edu-
cation for all students in our public 
schools with increases in Federal in-
centives for the lowest performing 
schools. To that end, I intend to pursue 
increased funding for the TRIO and 
GEAR UP programs, and for Histori-
cally Black Colleges and Universities, 
HBCUs. 

Congress has passed comprehensive 
election reform legislation to begin to 
correct the problems and prevent the 
abuses of the 2000 election that led to 
the disenfranchisement of African-
Americans and other minorities. 

Our country struggles through an 
economic slowdown with high levels of 
unemployment, particularly in the Af-
rican-American community. Congress 
has acted and passed an extension of 
unemployment benefits. 

In 1996, we changed the way welfare 
works to help families escape the cycle 
of poverty and achieve independence. 
This year we must reauthorize those 
landmark reforms, but do so with more 
funding for childcare, healthcare and 
transportation. Children should not be 
the victims of welfare reform, and no 
mother should be forced to choose be-
tween her job and the care of her child. 

There is much more to do. Today 
there are more than 40 million Ameri-

cans without health insurance. As 
health care costs rise, we need a new 
approach to health care in this coun-
try, an approach that aspires to uni-
versal access for every man, woman, 
and child. 

It is also past time to engage in a 
sustained and serious dialogue on ra-
cial profiling with an eye toward more 
public education and antiprofiling leg-
islation. 

Our country has come a long way in 
working to end the plague of discrimi-
nation and prejudice. Are things bet-
ter? Yes, but they can be better still. 
We can do better, and we must.

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, all 
across America preparations are being 
made to commemorate the life and leg-
acy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. On 
Monday, January 20, we will memori-
alize a man who sought to protect the 
dignity of a people and awaken the 
conscience of a Nation. 

Dr. King’s death is 35 years behind us 
now. To some extent, deeply felt pas-
sions and the frustration, anguish, and 
bitterness with which the Nation was 
consumed during the tragic year of 1968 
have cooled. But what remains with us 
and what is indelibly woven into the 
fabric and history of our Nation is the 
vision which Dr. King lived for and the 
dream for which he died. Dr. King em-
braced all Americans in his quest to 
make a living reality of equality of op-
portunity and economic and social jus-
tice for all humankind, those funda-
mental principles in our Constitution. 

This great warrior, whose battlefield 
was the hearts and minds of those who 
did not feel that justice and dignity 
were meant for all people, whose shield 
and armor was a strong determination 
and an unassailable character and 
whose ammunition was moral convic-
tion and self-sacrifice, continues to de-
serve the fullest honor of this Nation. 

Dr. King gave a number of famous 
speeches during his time, most notably 
in Montgomery, Birmingham, Selma, 
Chicago, Detroit, and several other cit-
ies. He came to Detroit on June 23, 
1963, the day after his first meeting 
with President Kennedy. Introduced as 
‘‘America’s beloved freedom fighter,’’ 
he called the ‘‘Freedom Walk’’ that day 
in Detroit ‘‘the largest and greatest 
demonstration for freedom ever held in 
the United States.’’ Dr. King went on 
to say, ‘‘ . . . I can assure you that 
what has been done here today will 
serve as a source of inspiration for free-
dom-loving people of this nation.’’ 

Dr. King spoke about Birmingham 
and the vision that had been broadcast 
to the entire world just two months 
earlier, when dogs and fire hoses were 
turned against peaceful marchers. He 
said, and I quote, ‘‘Birmingham tells us 
something in glaring terms—it says 
that the Negro is no longer willing to 
accept racial segregation in any of its 
dimensions.’’ It is said that the Free-
dom Walk in Detroit was in many re-
spects a rehearsal for the upcoming 
March on Washington and Dr. King’s I 
Have a Dream speech, two months 

VerDate Dec 13 2002 04:36 Jan 18, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 0637 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17JA6.034 S17PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES1130 January 17, 2003
later on August 28, in our Nation’s Cap-
ital. 

Dr. King gave the people of this Na-
tion an ethical and moral way to en-
gage in activities designed to perfect 
social change without bloodshed and 
violence; and when violence did erupt 
it was that which is potential in any 
protest which aims to uproot deeply 
entrenched wrongs. Dr. King preached, 
‘‘Do not be overcome by evil, but over-
come evil with good.’’ 

He believed in a united America. He 
believed that the walls of separation 
brought on by legal and de facto seg-
regation and discrimination based on 
race and color, could be eradicated. His 
quest was to make a living reality our 
fundamental principles, that ‘‘all men 
are created equal,’’ and with a right to 
‘‘life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness.’’ 

Few have dedicated their life so tire-
lessly in the struggle for equality as 
Dr. King. From the bus boycott in 
Montgomery to the sanitation workers 
in Memphis, his unyielding commit-
ment to improve the lot of all Ameri-
cans was demonstrated—he achieved 
significant goals by peaceful and non-
violent actions. To Dr. King, those 
means were beneficial to those in the 
struggle as the ends they were seeking. 

With reference to the 11-month long 
successful Montgomery bus boycott, he 
said:

Nonviolence had tremendous psychological 
importance to the Negro . . . This method 
was grasped by the Negro masses because it 
embodied the dignity of struggle, of moral 
conviction and self-sacrifice. The Negro was 
able to face his adversary, to concede to him 
a physical advantage and to defeat him be-
cause the superior force of the oppressor had 
become powerless . . . I am convinced that 
the courage and discipline with which Negro 
thousands had accepted non-violence healed 
the internal wounds of Negro millions who 
did not themselves march in the street or sit 
in the jails of the South. One need not par-
ticipate directly in order to be involved . . . 
to have pride in those who were the prin-
cipals . . . to restore to them some of the 
pride and honor which had been stripped 
from them over the centuries. We have come 
a long way toward achieving justice and 
equality for all.

When the Supreme Court order to 
end segregation on buses was delivered 
to Montgomery, Dr. King proudly told 
an overflow crowd at a local church:

We came to see that, in the long run, it is 
more honorable to walk in dignity than ride 
in humiliation. So in a quiet dignified man-
ner, we decided to substitute tired feet for 
tired souls, and walk the streets of Mont-
gomery until the sagging walls of injustice 
have been crushed.

We have come a good distance in ful-
filling Dr. King’s dream, but there is 
still a ways to go. Let us rededicate 
ourselves today, in his name, to con-
tinuing the struggle for human rights 
for all, for which he lived and died.

Mr. SMITH. Madam President, I rise 
today to celebrate the life and remark-
able work of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. In remembering Dr. King, I think 
we should all hold close to our hearts 
these words, spoken by Dr. King in May 
1944:

So as we gird ourselves to defend democ-
racy from foreign attack, let us see to it that 
increasingly at home we give fair play and 
free opportunity for all people.

Even as we continue to fight the war 
on terrorism abroad, we are reminded 
of the injustice that still exists here, 
and we must be equally diligent to root 
out violence and discrimination at 
home. 

The racial profiling and hate crimes 
that have occurred in the wake of Sep-
tember 11 are a blight on our Nation; 
but, we know that hate crimes are not 
new. June will mark the 5th anniver-
sary of the murder of James Byrd, Jr. 
in Jasper, TX. James Byrd was dragged 
to his death for no other reason than 
hatred of the color of his skin. This is 
shameful, and our government must do 
more to protect all its citizens regard-
less of skin color, religion, gender, na-
tional origin, or sexual orientation. 

As all of my colleagues know, I have 
been working to pass hate crimes legis-
lation that will eliminate the bureau-
cratic jurisdictional hurdles that 
hinder our efforts to prosecute hate 
crimes, and give federal prosecutors 
new resources for cases involving race. 
I know that this will be the year to fi-
nally pass this legislation in the U.S. 
Senate. It is high time that we act to 
end the specter of hate across our Na-
tion. 

So as we pause to remember Dr. King 
next week, let us continue to look for 
opportunities to try to create change. 
We can all work a little bit harder to 
create the kind of world he dreamed 
about, a world in which things are the 
way they ‘‘ought’’ to be rather than 
the way they are.

I thank the Chair. I yield the floor 
and suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SUNUNU). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi-
dent, on the occasion of the day that 
honors Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., I 
offer a couple of thoughts. I will share 
with the Senate a couple of stories. 

I think of what Dr. King and his band 
of brothers and sisters meant to this 
Nation and their extraordinary success 
under extremely difficult cir-
cumstances and under a great deal of 
duress. One of his young lieutenants is 
a member of this Congress, Congress-
man JOHN LEWIS of Atlanta. He was 
one of the youngest of Dr. King’s lieu-
tenants, having been a very young 
preacher from Alabama who had joined 
Dr. King, a young preacher who, by the 
way, has regaled so many in this Con-
gress with the stories of how he learned 
to preach in a rural area of Alabama, 
on a dirt farm, where JOHN LEWIS as a 
child would go out to the henhouse, 
and there, with an audience of hens 
perched on their perch in the henhouse, 

JOHN LEWIS would start to practice his 
oratory that ultimately brought him 
to be such a great preacher, to be such 
a great lieutenant of Dr. King’s, or 
now, as we know, a great public serv-
ant, having been a Member of the 
House of Representatives for a number 
of years. 

But the story I wanted to share about 
JOHN LEWIS, I asked him one day, there 
was something very special about what 
you and Dr. King and the rest of Dr. 
King’s group would do because you 
were always together and there was not 
a lot of discord. How was it, in the face 
of all of that physical threat and at 
times physical brutality, you were able 
to be so successful and so single-mind-
ed of purpose that you ultimately 
achieved your goal? 

He said: Bill, we always met together 
as a covenant group in prayer and we 
always prayed together that divine 
providence would watch over us, and 
that gave us the strength. 

That was an insight for me into that 
extraordinary part of American history 
where they were so very successful. So, 
on this eve of Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
holiday, I not only give the reverence 
and the respect to Dr. King, but to 
those who were with him, like our 
friend, our colleague here in the Con-
gress, Congressman JOHN LEWIS. 

But there is another story I wanted 
to tell you about. It is illustrative of 
some of the obstacles that have had to 
be overcome, particularly by minori-
ties and people of color, for whom Dr. 
King fought so successfully. I want to 
tell you the story about Charlie Bolden 
from Columbia, SC. 

One day I was down in my State and 
a very distinguished retired gentleman 
approached me. He said, You don’t 
know me, but we know someone in 
common and that’s Charlie Bolden. He 
knew that the relationship I had with 
Charlie Bolden was that Charlie was 
my pilot on the 24th flight of the space 
shuttle. Both of us were rookies. That 
is the same Charlie Bolden who went 
on to command two more flights, ulti-
mately retired from the astronaut of-
fice, went back in the active duty Ma-
rines, and has just recently retired 
with a second star—General Charlie 
Bolden. 

But the story this gentleman wanted 
to tell me was the extraordinary suc-
cess story of Charlie Bolden from Co-
lumbia, SC, whose father was a football 
coach, whose mother was a librarian 
who had always taught him the value 
of an education and the value of hard 
work. Yet when this outstanding high 
school student applied to the Naval 
Academy, his representative from the 
South Carolina congressional delega-
tion would not nominate him because 
of the color of his skin. So this gen-
tleman I met in Florida wanted to tell 
me the story. 

He was an Assistant Secretary of De-
fense under the administration of 
President Johnson, and one of his spe-
cific duties, in addition to his Depart-
ment of Defense duties, was to go 
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around the country and find promising 
minority students and try to get them 
married up with a sponsor who would 
nominate them to the service acad-
emies. This gentleman found Charlie 
Bolden, who could not get a nomina-
tion from his congressional representa-
tive in his home State. But Senator 
Hubert Humphrey of Minnesota nomi-
nated Charlie. 

Charlie went to Annapolis. He was 
promptly elected president of the 
freshman class and continued as class 
president, interestingly, alternating as 
class president in that Annapolis class 
with another very distinguished Amer-
ican, the just retired Adm. Blaire, the 
Commander in Chief of the Pacific for 
the United States. Charlie, at the end 
of graduation, chose the Marines. He 
chose aviation, he became a marine 
test pilot, and then he applied for the 
astronaut office. Fate brought the two 
of us together on the flight that had to 
be scrubbed four times on the pad, de-
layed over the better part of a month. 
On the fifth try, almost a month later, 
we were launched into an almost flaw-
less 6-day mission, with Charlie having 
to correct a helium leak immediately 
after launch, only to return to Earth 
from a very successful mission and, 10 
days later, Challenger launches and 
blows up 10 miles high in the Florida 
sky. 

An extraordinary success story about 
a fellow, an African American, who 
wanted to achieve, who obviously had 
the right stuff, who could not get in be-
cause of the color of his skin in a nomi-
nation process, who was given a break 
and who soared in his personal achieve-
ment and his contributions to our soci-
ety. This is another example of the 
principles for which Dr. King fought. 

I want to tell one more story. This is 
a story that has nothing to do with 
American history, but it is one of my 
favorite political heroes in history. A 
British parliamentarian by the name of 
William Wilburforce came to the Par-
liament in the 1790s and served there 
for almost 4 decades. He came to the 
Parliament at age 21. He came at the 
same time as his good friend, William 
Pitt the younger, who, 3 years later, at 
age 24, was elected Prime Minister and, 
of course, William Wilburforce, one of 
Pitt’s best friends, could have been a 
part of the government. But he had an 
experience and he decided to devote his 
life to the elimination of the estab-
lished economic order of the day in 
England at that time, the English slave 
trade. 

Just to give you an idea of the enor-
mous economic power of the slave 
trade at that time, in the 1790s and 
early 1800s, it would be as if you would 
take half of the American Fortune 500 
companies, combining all of that eco-
nomic power, and that was the power 
that invaded the whole country of Eng-
land at that time. That was how much 
money was being made by the shipping 
companies, by the captains, by the sea-
men, by the insurance companies. They 
would go under the flag of truce, down 

off the African coast—sometimes with 
the complicity of some of the tribal 
chieftains and sometimes not—taking 
natives as slaves against their will and 
forcing them into the holds of ships, 
separating them from families and 
shipping them to the new world where 
they would be sold. 

Wilburforce, at age 24, and a Parlia-
mentarian, said this is wrong; it is 
against God’s law, and he devoted him-
self to the abolition of the English 
slave trade. Time after time, again he 
was beaten in vote after vote, but he 
persevered. He overcame, and 20 years 
later his bill passed the Parliament. As 
a matter of law, the English slave 
trade was abolished. Some 20 years 
later—literally 3 days before William 
Wilburforce died, news was brought to 
him on his deathbed that the Par-
liament had abolished slavery, a full 2 
or 3 decades before slavery was abol-
ished in the United States. 

He also had as one of his great cru-
sades not only the English slave trade, 
but what he called ‘‘The Reformation 
of Manners’’—what we term today a 
moral and spiritual revitalization of 
the country. He did that for England in 
that day and was exceptionally suc-
cessful, particularly after he wrote a 
book, which would be at the top of the 
New York Times best seller list today, 
called ‘‘A Practical View’’—written by 
William Wilburforce. 

On this eve of Dr. King’s birthday I 
wanted to reflect on these giants—
JOHN LEWIS, a contemporary among us, 
a lieutenant of Dr. King; Charlie Bold-
en, a contemporary today, a just re-
tired Marine two-star general, former 
astronaut; and William Wilburforce, 
one of the great leaders who single-
handedly as a single member of Par-
liament—not in the government—
changed the course of history of the 
world by his persistence in establishing 
a law to abolish the English slave 
trade. 

What do those three people have in 
common, JOHN LEWIS, Charlie Bolden, 
and William Wilburforce? What they 
had in common was clearly they were 
courageous, clearly they were per-
sistent, and clearly they were talented. 
But they also were ‘‘overcomers’’—to 
overcome the established order of the 
day, to make things different, and to 
make things more right. 

This is my testimony to Dr. King. 
I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I 

thank the Senator from Florida for a 
moving and insightful tribute to Wil-
liam Wilburforce, someone I never 
heard of before I came to the Senate. 
Now many of our colleagues have 
talked about him in the same vein as 
the Senator from Florida has. 

Picking up from the theme he has es-
tablished, I would like to talk briefly 
about the legacy of Martin Luther 
King. I was in Washington when the 
great march took place that led to Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s moving address 
‘‘I Have a Dream’’ occurred. 

One of the interesting things about 
that address from which I take some 
comfort is Dr. King left his established 
transcript in the speech. He started out 
sticking to the transcript, and as the 
speech built he became overcome with 
the spirit of what he was doing, and ex-
temporaneously launched into the 
soaring phrases that he outlined of ‘‘I 
Have a Dream,’’ and he described to 
America what he saw. 

One of the interesting ironies of to-
day’s debate about civil rights is the 
dream Martin Luther King, Jr. saw in 
the eyes of many is being turned on its 
head. He saw a country where color 
would make no difference, where it 
would make no difference in employ-
ment, where it would make no dif-
ference in academic admission, where 
people would be judged on the basis of 
anything but their skin color. He had a 
dream that that time would come. 

I will not go into detail about the 
current fight that is going on with re-
spect to the University of Michigan, 
but I do wonder aloud how you can 
square what has been going on at the 
University of Michigan with Dr. King’s 
dream. If at the time he had given that 
speech the University of Michigan had 
a rating system for all of its applicants 
and said if you are white we will give 
you an automatic 20 points on our rat-
ing system, but we will deny those 
points to anyone who is Hispanic, 
Asian, or African in heritage, I think 
Dr. King would have had a few things 
to say about the inequities of that. I 
think clearly he would have condemned 
that, and he should have condemned 
that. 

Now some of those who claim to be 
his spiritual heirs are applauding that 
when it is applied in reverse. I will 
leave that matter to the courts. I will 
let that play itself out however it hap-
pens. 

But I want to make this one further 
observation. 

What does that tell us about Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.? That tells us he 
had parents who were married to each 
other, who were stable in their family, 
who loved him, and who raised him in 
a family circumstance. 

The African-American woman who 
has achieved perhaps the highest de-
gree of success in contemporary soci-
ety is Condoleeza Rice. What do we 
know about Condoleeza Rice and her 
rise in this struggle? We know that she 
was born in Birmingham, AL where Dr. 
King wrote the letters from a Bir-
mingham jail. We know at the time 
Birmingham, AL was regarded as the 
most heavily segregated city in the 
United States. We know that is where 
the riots were. That is where Dr. King 
was arrested. That is where he wrote 
his letters from that jail. That is where 
Condoleeza Rice grew up. 

We know this about Condoleeza Rice. 
She had parents who were married to 
each other, who loved each other, and 
who provided her with a home in which 
she learned. 

One of the things she learned, as out-
lined in her biography, was because she 
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was black and female she would have 
to be twice as good and work twice as 
hard in order to make it in the white 
world. Instead of protesting that, in-
stead of taking to the streets and com-
plaining about that inequity, 
Condoleeza Rice determined she would 
indeed be twice as good and work twice 
as hard as any of her contemporaries. 

The story is told that when she was 
at school at the college level, one of 
her professors began to lay out the case 
that blacks are inherently inferior to 
whites. Condoleeza Rice as a young 
student spoke up and said, We are the 
ones who play Beethoven and speak 
French. What about you? She is an ac-
complished concert pianist. She went 
on to a Ph.D. and she became the 
youngest and first female provost at 
Stanford University with an out-
standing career as she worked twice as 
hard to be twice as good as anybody 
else. 

Some would argue that the most suc-
cessful black African-American of our 
time is Secretary Colin Powell. I have 
read his biography. I find, among other 
things, that what he talks about, in his 
experience dealing with segregation 
and discrimination in America and 
growing up following the contributions 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, is his 
family. He had parents who were mar-
ried to each other and who provided 
him with a loving and nurturing home 
situation. He describes that in his biog-
raphy. 

I suggest this because I think there is 
a clear thread here. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., came from a stable family. 
Condoleezza Rice came from a stable 
family. Colin Powell came from a sta-
ble family. And in the same period that 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was making 
his contribution, a young staffer in the 
Johnson administration named Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan wrote prophetically 
of the breakup of Black families in 
America and talked about what would 
happen to the African-American com-
munity if the family cohesion that had 
been there before was somehow not 
preserved. 

The predictions and implications of 
former Senator Moynihan’s work have 
come true, tragically. Today, over two-
thirds of the children born to African-
American mothers are born outside of 
a formal marriage, outside of a stable 
family, outside of that one constant 
that provided the launching pad for the 
careers of those who have been success-
ful among us. 

Of course, the lack of a family, the 
lack of loving parents who are married 
to each other and provide a nurturing 
circumstance—the devastation of that 
lack knows no racial boundaries. White 
students, Asian students, Hispanic stu-
dents—whoever it might be—who come 
out of a circumstance where they do 
not have a stable family relationship 
are statistically at far greater risk 
educationally, economically, socially—
every other way—than those who come 
from a family background. 

So as we celebrate rightly Dr. Martin 
Luther King and his contribution to 

this country, we should also recognize 
the importance of sustaining tradi-
tional family values in this country for 
everyone, regardless of race. And I 
would think that adding to Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s dream, we should have a 
dream of a time when no child is reared 
in a circumstance where there is not a 
loving support system. 

Now, it need not always be blood rel-
atives. Clarence Thomas, who sits on 
the Supreme Court, has written mov-
ingly of his family, but his family was 
a family of Catholic nuns who gathered 
around him and provided surrogate 
parenthood and gave him the kind of 
nurturing opportunity as a young man 
that he needed if he was going to suc-
ceed. 

We should understand that there is 
no substitute in Government programs 
for that kind of nurturing background. 
And we should look around us at the 
role models who have overcome dis-
crimination and segregation and 
achieved greatness and recognize that 
the common thread throughout most of 
their lives is some kind of family back-
ground, family stability; nurturing, 
supporting activities when they were 
in their formative years. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CORNYN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

MAKING FURTHER CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2003—Continued 
Mr. VOINOVICH. Mr. President, to 

my colleagues who have known me and 
who have heard me speak on spending 
issues before, what I am about to say 
may be very shocking, and it shocks 
me as well. I am going to vote for this 
appropriations bill. It contains only a 
3-percent increase in total spending—
can you believe that; that is manda-
tory and nondiscretionary domestic 
spending, a 3-percent increase—and a 
2.4-percent increase in discretionary 
spending. 

All of us should congratulate the 
President for sticking to his guns and 
keeping his promise that he was going 
to restrain spending while he was 
President. 

We also should thank Appropriations 
Chairman TED STEVENS and his col-
leagues on the committee who have 
done a good job in putting this package 
together. It is time for us to move on. 

I would first like to comment on why 
we are here. Why are we here today? 
We would not be here today if we had 
passed a budget last year and had not 
wasted so much time debating bills on 
the floor of the Senate that should 
have been taken care of properly in 
committee. 

Last year was the first time the Sen-
ate did not pass a budget resolution 
since the Budget Act of 1974. Think of 
that. For 29 years we passed a budget, 
but last year we were not able to mus-
ter up the votes to get a budget passed. 
In addition, we have spent so much 
time debating bills on the floor of the 
Senate that should have been handled 
properly in the committees where 
those bills originated. In so many in-
stances where the leader was unhappy 
with the results of the committee 
work, he yanked the bills out of com-
mittee, took it into his office, rewrote 
the bill, put it on the floor, and we de-
bated it. For example, the energy bill, 
where we spent 8 weeks debating it, 
when it could have been taken care of 
in the Energy Committee. The energy 
bill, the farm bill, the economic stim-
ulus bill, we spent so much time last 
year dealing with things that should 
have been done in committee. 

I am hoping the new leader gives 
more emphasis to the importance of 
committees in the Senate. I cannot un-
derstand why the previous majority 
party’s committee chairmen were not 
up in arms about so many bills that 
should have been handled in their com-
mittees, but were pulled. We wasted a 
lot of time last year, and the chickens 
have now come home to roost. We have 
operated on a continuing resolution for 
4 months—October, November, Decem-
ber, and January. 

The executive branch is already one-
third through the fiscal year, and the 
President wants us to finish our work. 
The American people want us to finish 
our work. There are so many Federal 
agencies today that are providing serv-
ices not knowing what their budget is 
going to be for this year. Starting this 
week, executive branch agencies must 
absorb a 3.1-percent pay raise within 
fiscal year 2002 funding levels. I know 
what that is like. I know, as a former 
governor and mayor, the pressure that 
puts on agencies. Many agencies will be 
unable to effectively allocate funds, 
particularly competitive grant funds, 
prior to the end of the fiscal year with-
out a final appropriation in the next 20 
to 30 days. 

In other words, consider the many 
agencies that have competitive grant 
programs. These agencies will not be 
able to get their requests for grant ap-
plications out this year, nor the grant 
applications back in unless we get 
things done in the next few days. Also 
thousands of people, like my nephew, 
are out of work because companies 
they work for that have government 
contracts don’t know if the projects 
that are being funded by the Federal 
Government will continue. Govern-
ment programs have been on hold for 
the past 4 months and won’t move for-
ward until we pass an appropriations 
bill. 

One of the things hurting our econ-
omy today is uncertainty. We have 
contributed to it because we haven’t 
been doing our work. 

My constituents ask me: Do you guys 
in Washington get it? Do you get it? Do 
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