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This great triumph is a direct result of years
of hard work, discipline, dedication, and devo-
tion to the sport. The players, coaching staff,
and parents brought the game of soccer to
new levels, and the entire team should be
congratulated for a season that will no doubt
go down both in school and district history.

| would like to recognize Coach Lisa Deil for
guiding this team to victory, and for being re-
cently named state coach of the year.

On behalf of the people of the entire 25th
District of New York, | would like to congratu-
late the following champions for reaching such
an exciting goal: Kate Ferrara, Jessilyn Fritz,
Brenna Sexton, Lindsey Belle, Madison Gates,
Ashley Gray, McKenzie Gray, Megan Jenkins,
Vanessa Kenyon, Shaylyn Lawrence, Tessa
Schraven, Carly Schurman, Mallory Wilder,
Jessica Bill, Emily Mahar, Kim Ross, Dana
Sheftic, Julianne Hasbrouck, Stacey
Schurman, Danielle Wilder, Head Coach Lisa
Deil, and Assistant Coash Jake Czyz.

HONORING DR. PETE MEHAS

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dr. Pete Mehas, Super-
intendent of Fresno County Schools. He will
be honored by the United Cerebral Palsy of
Central California on January 25, 2003. During
his tenure as Superintendent, Dr. Mehas has
initiated and enhanced school programs
throughout Fresno County for persons with
disabilities.

A Fresno native, Dr. Mehas attended Fres-
no City College, and went on to receive his
bachelor’'s degree from Fresno State in 1962,
his master's degree from UCLA in 1967, and
his Doctorate in Education from the University
of Southern California in 1979.

He began his professional career as an in-
structor at Roosevelt High School, then taught
at Edison High School, and then signed on
with the Clovis Unified School District and
worked his way up to Associate Super-
intendent. Dr. Mehas served as a legislative
advocate for schools, which eventually led to
a series of statewide educational and legisla-
tive appointments by then Governor of Cali-
fornia, George Deukmejian. In 1987, he was
appointed by the Governor to the State Board
of Education. Among his many accomplish-
ments, Dr. Mehas has participated in a series
of Presidential summits on education and the
future of American youth. In 1991, Dr. Mehas
was appointed by President George bush to a
seventeen member advisory commission to
implement the President’s Executive Order on
Latino education.

Dr. Mehas holds a lifetime California Stand-
ard Secondary Teaching Credential and a
General Elementary Credential, as well as, a
lifetime School Service Credential in General
Administration.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor Dr. Peter
Mehas for his many years of service to the
community. | urge my colleagues to join me in
wishing Dr. Mehas many years of continued
success.
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IN SUPPORT OF THE LIFE INSUR-
ANCE EMPLOYEE NOTIFICATION
ACT

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to reintroduce the Life Insurance Em-
ployee Noatification Act of the LIEN Act for
short. As a strong supporter of the American
worker, | am here on the floor reintroducing
legislation to stop American companies from
profiting in the deaths of their employees. Last
year, over 50 of my colleagues joined me as
cosponsors on this important consumer pro-
tection legislation. Excellent investigative re-
porting by the Houston Chronicle brought this
unsavory insurance practice to my attention.
Businesses operating in Texas are purchasing
secret life insurance policies on their employ-
ees without their knowledge or consent. These
policies are known as Corporate-owned Life
Insurance or COLI.

Unfortunately, they also have another name
“dead peasant policies.” They are called dead
peasant policies because these Corporate-
owned Life Insurance policies are usually pur-
chased for the rank-and-file employees and
not the CEO, CFO, or the Board of Directors.
Executive Insurance or “Key Man Insurance”
is the norm in corporate America and | have
no problem with that because it is disclosed to
investors and the individual. Dead peasant
policies, on the other hand, are not disclosed
to the low-level employee because he or she
is not eligible to collect the death benefit. This
failure to notify the ownership of the death
benefit is the crux of the problem.

American companies are purchasing secret
life insurance on the chance that one of their
employees dies and they can collect the six
figure death benefit. These companies have
created a death derivative. In a large company
with thousands of employees, economic mod-
eling can be done to predict how many poli-
cies will be collected on in a given year. This
blood money can be used for whatever the
company wants, but most importantly it is
rarely used to compensate the families of the
dead employee. While | find the use of life in-
surance in this manner offensive, | understand
it is not illegal and is in fact condoned in many
states; Texas is not one of them.

The LIEN Act is a sunshine bill that forces
companies to disclose to the employee that a
dead peasant policy has been purchased in
their name. In addition, it requires the com-
pany to provide the name of the insurer, the
benefit amount, and under whose name the
policy is in.

| do not want to ban this practice, but simply
provide workers with more information about
what the employer is doing on their behalf. As
we saw with Enron, corporations often do not
provide pertinent financial information to their
employees. | am frankly disgusted with this
whole practice and am amazed that this all
began as a simple tax dodge worth billions of
dollars. In the mid 1990s, the Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) disallowed the classifica-
tion of these policies as a legitimate business
expense for the purpose of reducing their fed-
eral tax obligation.

| urge my colleagues to again cosponsor
this important legislation protecting all hard
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working Americans from dead peasant insur-
ance.

ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF NO
CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. once said that all of us have
a responsibility to prepare our children for the
future. | believe that education is the key to
preparing our children for the future.

A year ago today, President Bush signed
into law the No Child Left Behind Act (Act).
This federal law requires annual testing and
raises accountability standards for students
and teachers. However, many states and
school districts have complained that the fund-
ing has been inadequate and they lack guid-
ance from the federal government to imple-
ment monumental reforms in the new edu-
cation legislation. Furthermore, states are
under a severe time crunch to make changes
because the Department of Education did not
issue final regulations on accountability and
school improvement until late November 2002.
In fact, accountability plans are due at the end
of this month.

Earlier this month, the Center on Education
Policy (Center) issued a report entitled, From
the Capital to the Classroom, that reiterates a
concern among educators—the Act's goals
could be undercut by a lack of state and fed-
eral money as states face a budget shortfall.
The federal government needs to provide
more money to meet the requirements of the
Act.

In my state of Maryland, like many other
states in the country, improvements and
progress have been made, but more planning
is needed to implement the new federal law.
It is unfair for the federal government to re-
quire new standards but then not provide the
funds to carry out these standards. Mandates
without resources provide an empty oppor-
tunity for our children.

| now urge Congress and the President to
follow through on the promise made to stu-
dents across America a year ago. More
money must be given for states to fully imple-
ment the Act or this new law will be just an-
other unfunded mandate for the states. The
Bush Administration must give states more
flexibility in implementing the Act to ensure
that no child is truly left behind. Our children
deserve no less. Our children deserve the
education to prepare them for the future.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. XAVIER BECERRA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on Monday,
January 27, 2003, | was unable to cast my
floor vote on rollcall numbers 13 and 14. The
votes | missed include rollcall vote 13 on Sus-
pending the Rules and Agreeing to H. Res.
26, as Amended, Honoring the Contributions
of Catholic Schools; rollcall vote 14 on Sus-
pending the Rules and Agreeing to H. Res.
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25, Supporting Awareness of Need for Youth
Mentors. Had | been present for the votes, |
would have voted “aye” on rollcall votes 13
and 14.

———

REDUCE TAXES ON SENIOR
CITIZENS

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, today | am pleased
to introduce two pieces of legislation to reduce
taxes on senior citizens. The first bill, the So-
cial Security Beneficiary Tax Reduction Act,
repeals the 1993 tax increase on Social Secu-
rity benefits. Repealing this increase on Social
Security benefits is a good first step toward re-
ducing the burden imposed by the federal gov-
ernment on senior citizens. However, imposing
any tax on Social Security benefits is unfair
and illogical. This is why | am also introducing
the Senior Citizens’ Tax Elimination Act, which
repeals all taxes on Social Security benefits.

Since Social Security benefits are financed
with tax dollars, taxing these benefits is yet
another example of double taxation. Further-
more, “taxing” benefits paid by the govern-
ment is merely an accounting trick, a shell
game which allows members of Congress to
reduce benefits by subterfuge. This allows
Congress to continue using the Social Security
trust fund as a means of financing other gov-
ernment programs, and masks the true size of
the federal deficit.

Instead of imposing ridiculous taxes on sen-
ior citizens, Congress should ensure the integ-
rity of the Social Security trust fund by ending
the practice of using trust fund moneys for
other programs. In order to accomplish this
goal | introduced the Social Security Preserva-
tion Act (H.R. 219), which ensures that all
money in the Social Security trust fund is
spent solely on Social Security. At a time
when Congress’ inability to control spending is
once again threatening the Social Security
trust fund, the need for this legislation has
never been greater. When the government
taxes Americans to fund Social Security, it
promises the American people that the money
will be there for them when they retire. Con-
gress has a moral obligation to keep that
promise.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues to help free senior citizens from op-
pressive taxation by supporting my Senior Citi-
zens' Tax Elimination Act and my Social Secu-
rity Beneficiary Tax Reduction Act. | also urge
my colleagues to ensure that moneys from the
Social Security trust fund are used solely for
Social Security benefits and not wasted on
frivolous government programs.

———

JOEL KAMINER—MARINE, BUSI-
NESSMAN, COMMUNITY VOLUN-
TEER

HON. CHARLES H. TAYLOR

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, today | rise to recognize the life and
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achievements of one Western North Carolina’s
finest people, Mr. Joel Kaminer.

Born in New York City on February 22,
1937, the son of the late Abraham and Betty
Kaminer, Joel David Kaminer graduated from
New York University in 1958 with a degree in
Business. He worked as a salesman in New
York City for several years and then entered
the United States Marine Corps. He received
his honorable discharge in 1964, having
served as a member of the elite Presidential
Honor Guard. A member of the Marine Corps
traveling football squad, Joel played games in
Okinawa and Tokyo in front of large crowds of
servicemen.

After leaving the Marine Corps, he briefly
lived in Dallas, Texas and then moved to
Miami, Florida where he entered the securities
and investment industry. He lived in Miami for
the next twenty-five years. Joel became an ac-
tive member of his community in Miami, serv-
ing on the executive board of the Leukemia
Society of South Florida and coaching youth
league football.

An avid golfer, Joel and his wife Margaret
moved to live permanently in Cashiers, North
Carolina in 1991 where he was an active sup-
porter of the community, supporting commu-
nity improvement plans and local charities. He
became a member of Cedar Creek Racquet
Club and the Country Club of Sapphire Valley.
His move to the mountains rekindled an old in-
terest in politics, which began when he was in-
volved in the 1972 presidential campaign of
George McGovern. He became actively in-
volved in the Republican Party of Western
North Carolina. He loved talking about politics
and the future of America. He also enjoyed at-
tending live sporting events and spending
quiet moments at home with his family.

His wife, Margaret Hart Kempner and son,
Michael Kaminer reside in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. His daughter and son-in-law Tracy
and Bill Kruckenberger live in Cashiers, North
Carolina. He leaves three nieces, two neph-
ews, two grand-nieces, and five grand-neph-
ews, all of Florida.

Joel David Kaminer of Cashiers, North
Carolina died Sunday, April 21, 2002. He is
sorely missed by his family, his friends and his
community.

—

A RESOLUTION TO CONDEMN THE
CURRENT POLITICAL UNREST
AND POLITICAL LEADERSHIP IN
VENEZUELA AND CALLING ON
THE GOVERNMENT TO HOLD
NEW NATIONAL ELECTIONS IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE VEN-
EZUELAN CONSTITUTION

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce a resolution con-
demning the current political unrest in Ven-
ezuela. | wish to express my strong concern
about the direction of the government and its
alienation of a large part of the citizenry.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to call also for new na-
tional elections in that country. Venezuela is
an important member of the community of na-
tions in this hemisphere. Venezuela is the
world’s fifth largest commercial supplier of oil

E77

and the only Latin American member of the
OPEC. Venezuela is the fourth largest supplier
of oil to the United States.

The continued strike by workers in the pe-
troleum industry in Venezuela has contributed
to the rise in the price of crude oil on the
world market, thereby affecting a major source
of energy for the United States.

If the current political unrest and economic
instability in Venezuela is not corrected, it
could have further negative impact on the
price of oil on the world markets.

This country, and indeed this region, which
seemed to hold so much promise as a nation
on the cusp of a new era, and was at long last
emerging from a long dark period as a “mili-
tary controlled ghetto,” seems to be slipping
once again into an era of “strong man” rule,
and a state that embraces socialist dogma.

America must be more than an island of
hope and beacon of opportunity in a region
where there is low expectations, and so much
unfulfilled potential. We must continue to show
leadership in the region.

The Administration must follow through with
vigorous support of the Summit of the Amer-
icas agenda and get on about the business of
assisting all the countries in the region to de-
velop their economies and strengthen their po-
litical institutions.

The House of Representatives must support
our neighbors in this hemisphere and support
them in the continuing struggle to become full
democracies with strong economies.

| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion and call on the leadership to act swiftly in
bringing this to the floor for consideration.

———————

TRIBUTE TO PENFIELD BOY’S
SOCCER TEAM

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Penfield boy’'s Soccer team
for ending their 19-2-2 season as New York
State Section V Class A Champions.

Last year the team won the school's first
state championship, but had to share the title
when the game ended in a tie. This year, the
patriots rose to the top again, and won their
first official title, the first Class A state title in
15 years.

This team truly deserves to end the season
with such a rewarding finish. Years of hard
work and dedication resulted in a season that
will go down in school history, and will be re-
membered always. The players, coaching
staff, and parents should be proud of this ex-
citing accomplishment.

On behalf of the people of the 25th District
of New York | would like to congratulate the
following players, coaches, and bench per-
sonnel for this achievement: Mike Annechino,
Steve DeMaria, Brian Annechino, Mike Evans,
Jason Mabher, Feliks Kogan, Felix Liverman,
Tom Doran, John Koestner, Adam Agresti,
Guilherme Fonseca, Greg Herbert, Brian
Usinger, Matt Malone, Dave Carr, Jamarr Mil-
ler, Eric Schomske, Tom Gordon, C.J. Pruner,
Adam Benson, Dan Bergan, Ari Silbermann,
Jaden Rocco, Mike Lentine, Matt Bader, Ryan
Kota, Jon Farber, Matt Kavanaugh, Ryan Mi-
chaels, Kyle Zinter, Ed Silco, Varsity Coach
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