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Millie Teuscher will be remembered for 

working diligently to improve Lake County and 
make it an economic leader in Northeast Ohio. 
Our county could never have a better guardian 
and cheerleader, and she will be sorely 
missed. 

I wish Millie the best in her retirement, and 
know how much she is looking forward to 
spending more time with her beloved hus-
band, Bob. On behalf of the 14th Congres-
sional District of Ohio, I thank Millie for her 
years of friendship and public service, and 
wish she and Bob all the best in the world.
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FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK 
SYSTEM 

HON. HAROLD E. FORD, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to urge 
Congress to pay closer attention to proposed 
changes to the Federal Home Loan Bank sys-
tem. 

The two changes being considered would 
allow the Federal Home Loan Banks to buy, 
sell, and potentially securitize mortgages na-
tionally, and would allow banks and thrifts to 
become members of multiple Home Loan 
banks. 

As federal regulators including the Treasury 
Department have noted, these proposals 
would seem to expand the Federal Home 
Loan Banks’ charter to a sufficient extent to 
warrant congressional consideration. A num-
ber of issues must be weighed before they are 
implemented. 

For example, if the Federal Home Loan 
Banks enter the business of securitizing mort-
gages, it would seem appropriate that they be 
subject to the same requirements as other 
housing government sponsored enterprises, 
including limits on conforming loans, afford-
able housing goals, and mandatory mortgage 
insurance. 

The GSEs’ federal charter ensures that they 
serve the interests of their shareholders as 
well as the public by expanding homeowner-
ship opportunities—especially in communities 
where homeownership rates are lower than 
the national average of 68 percent. The public 
is also served through fair competition, which 
can only be maintained if competitors in a 
given market are forced to play by the same 
rules. 

In addition, unlike Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, the banks have not taken the voluntary 
step of registering their stock with the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission. The wave of 
corporate accounting scandals last year dem-
onstrated the need for transparency, which is 
of utmost importance for enterprises serving a 
public mission. 

To ensure that the public is served by fair 
competition and appropriate oversight, any 
changes to the Federal Home Loan Banks’ 
charter must be given due congressional con-
sideration.

JESSEE J. MCCRARY, JR. ESQUIRE: 
A LIFETIME OF ACCOMPLISH-
MENT AND SERVICE TO OUR 
COMMUNITY 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honoring one of Florida’s most admired public 
servants and civil rights leaders, the Honor-
able Jesse J. McCrary, Jr. This Saturday, Feb-
ruary 1, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. at the Biltmore 
Hotel in Coral Gables, Florida, a host of 
friends and admirers will join his family in cele-
brating the legend that he genuinely symbol-
izes. 

This honoree epitomizes the preeminence of 
a gentleman and a devout Christian. In 1956, 
he attended Florida A & M University with a 
major in political science. He went on to pur-
sue his legal studies at the Florida A & M Uni-
versity as well. He was subsequently honored 
with unprecedented accomplishments never 
before achieved by an African-American in the 
history of our state. 

Among his most prominent achievements 
was his being the first African-American to be 
appointed Assistant Attorney General for the 
State of Florida in 1967, the first African-Amer-
ican to argue before the U.S. Supreme Court 
in 1969, the first African-American to sit on a 
statutory Court of Appeals in Florida’s Indus-
trial Relations Commissions in 1971, the first 
African-American Secretary of State of Florida 
in 1978, and the first African-American from 
Florida to be listed in the Best Lawyers in 
America in 1988. 

Ever since I’ve known this giant of a leader, 
Mr. McCrary has always been at the forefront 
of ensuring equality of opportunity for every-
one in our community and throughout Florida. 
At the same time, his untiring advocacy in ad-
hering to the mandate of equal treatment 
under the law not only in the halls of aca-
demia, but also in every segment of govern-
ment agency, has become legendary. In fact, 
countless others from every color, creed or 
gender have been touched by his genuine 
commitment to their well-being, especially 
those who could least fend for themselves. 

By his passionate advocacy for due process 
and the rule of law, he won landmark cases 
he argued before the Supreme Court. The 
most memorable cases that now emblazon his 
legal triumphs are the right to have a jury of 
less than twelve persons and the prohibition 
for the state from dismissing jurors on the 
basis of race alone. The decisions handed 
down by the Court now form part and parcel 
of the history of our state’s legal precedents. 

Aside from his role as our state’s legal lumi-
nary, Mr. McCrary has been the consummate 
activist who abides by the dictum that those 
who have less in life through no fault of their 
own deserve to be helped by the government, 
be it at the local, state, or federal level. It is 
no wonder that the numerous accolades with 
which he has been honored by various organi-
zations saliently represent an unequivocal tes-
timony of the utmost respect and admiration 
he enjoys from our community. 

Imbued with a down-to-earth common 
sense, he has also been gifted with the rare 
wisdom of being able to discern the strengths 
and limitations of those empowered to govern. 

This brand of leadership has been tested time 
and time again during his stint as Chairman of 
the Florida Correction Review Commission, 
the Florida Education Standards Commission, 
the Select Committee to Review Competency 
Testing in Florida, the Gubernatorial Commis-
sion for the Study of Capital Punishment and 
Judicial Reform, and the Constitution Revision 
Commission. 

The acumen of his intelligence and the 
depth of his sensitivity were felt at a time 
when Miami needed to put in perspectives the 
agony of disenfranchised African-Americans 
and other minorities yearning to belong and 
participate in the fruition of the American 
Dream. When government and community 
leaders met to douse the still-burning embers 
of the Miami riots in the early 1980s, Mr. 
McCrary was the leader whose firm voice of 
reason and understanding succinctly articu-
lated his credo that one has got to learn and 
live with one another in the community, or 
shamefully reap the grapes of wrath from 
those who have been left out of the ambiance 
of the rule of law and due process. 

He thoroughly understood the 
accoutrements of power and leadership, and 
he sagely exercised them alongside the man-
date of his conviction and the wisdom of his 
conscience, focusing them upon the good of 
the community he has learned to love and 
care for so deeply. This stewardship motivated 
by his Faith in God defines the authenticity of 
his public service as exemplified by what he 
learned as a child that: ‘‘. . . it is better to give 
than to receive.’’ 

His word is his bond to those of us who 
know him. He has exuded this bond not only 
in moments of triumphal exuberance toward 
helping many a wayward youth turn the cor-
ners around, but also in his quest to transform 
Miami-Dade County into a veritable mosaic of 
vibrant cultures and diverse races converging 
to symbolize the noble idealism that is Amer-
ica. 

As my community honors Jesse F. McCrary, 
Jr., Esquire, I praise the decent man and de-
vout Christian that he is. My pride in sharing 
his friendship is only exceeded by my deep 
gratitude for all that he has sacrificed on be-
half of all Floridians. This is the magnificent 
legacy with which he will always be honored.
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM COPELAND 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the end of the 
year 2002 brings with it the retirement of a 
distinguished public servant in Ohio. William 
Copeland will be retiring as a Lucas County, 
Ohio, Commissioner, bringing to a close 28 
years in service to the people of our region. 

Raised in Toledo, Ohio, Bill was a stand-out 
baseball and basketball player at Woodward 
High School and gained All-City recognition. 
After high school, he earned a degree in edu-
cation from South Carolina State University. 
Following college, Bill played basketball for 
New York’s Komedy Kings, a semiprofessional 
team, which won sixty consecutive games dur-
ing Bill’s tenure. This feat earned Bill an invita-
tion to join the Harlem Globetrotters. 

During this time, Bill was also working in To-
ledo and a member of the Laborers Union 
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Local 500. For over 30 years he served the 
union as representative, business manager, 
and business agent. Funds were raised under 
his stewardship to build a hall which now 
bears his name in thanks from his union broth-
ers and sisters. 

In 1974, Bill was persuaded to run for To-
ledo City Council and won. In 1983, having 
been the highest vote-getter, he was elected 
by his council colleagues as Vice Mayor. With 
his 1985 election as county recorder, Bill be-
came the first African-American to hold a 
county office. He was appointed to the Board 
of Lucas County Commissioners in 1990—
again making history as the first African-Amer-
ican County Commissioner. For many years, 
he was the only African-American serving on 
a board of county commissioners among 
Ohio’s 88 counties. Commissioner Copeland 
has handily won reelection to three successive 
terms. He diligently pursued many major 
projects including new home ownership and 
housing rehabilitation initiatives, a regional 
water study, new ballpark, juvenile justice cen-
ter, and the establishment of the Corporation 
for Effective Government to name but a few. 

An integral member of our community, Bill 
Copeland has devoted himself to public serv-
ice while actively participating in numerous or-
ganizations. While an elected official, Bill 
worked with the Toledo Zoological Society, 
Kidney Foundation, Indiana Avenue Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, Lucas County Demo-
cratic Executive Committee, YMCA, NAACP, 
Labor-Management Citizens Committee, AFL-
CIO, Frederick Douglass Community Center, 
American Heart Association, Old Newsboys, 
COMPASS, Toledo Jazz Society, Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, and Toledo Civic Breakfast 
Club. It was often said and very true, that Bill 
Copeland was everywhere. 

Though he will receive dozens of accolades 
upon his retirement, I believe a statement 
made by Toledo Blade associate editor Rose 
Russell sums up Bill Copeland best: ‘‘With so 
much power at his fingertips for more than two 
decades, he will go down in Toledo history as 
a political stalwart who hasn’t found it nec-
essary to boast, be arrogant, or snub anyone. 
He merely has gone his way and worked for 
the people who elected him.’’ 

Humbly, quietly, with grace, honor, kindness 
and dignity always, Bill Copeland went about 
the job he was elected to do. Lucas County 
government will miss his dignified presence 
and thoughtful governance. Politically, Bill 
spurred people to get out and vote, giving 
people in the central city the inspiration to 
change their lives through their power at the 
polls. These skills are his true legacy, and I 
join with the chorus from our community in a 
heartfelt ‘‘Thank You.’’
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VACCINE INGREDIENT PROVISIONS 
IN THE HOMELAND SECURITY 
ACT OF 2002

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, in the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, Congress clarified 
that all injuries allegedly related to an ingre-
dient in a vaccine should be heard under the 
quick and inexpensive, no fault Vaccine Injury 

Compensation Program established in 1986. 
Though this was a simple clarification of exist-
ing law, some people cried foul. They claimed 
these provisions were inserted into the bill as 
a favor to pharmaceutical companies and that 
they would somehow take away the rights of 
unfortunate people who have experienced an 
injury. In fact, it did no such thing. 

The vaccine ingredient provisions in the 
Homeland Security Act reaffirmed Congres-
sional intent of the Vaccine Program’s jurisdic-
tion over all claims of vaccine related injuries, 
and that preservatives contained in vaccines 
were not subject to some special exception to 
the program. It did not change the state of the 
law, but ensured that those experiencing inju-
ries from vaccine ingredients were not given 
false hope or having their time wasted having 
their lawsuit dismissed by the court for not 
going through the Vaccine Program. 

The controversy surrounding these provi-
sions is over the process by which they were 
adopted, not the language itself Their repeal 
would not change the law in any way; as 
courts have correctly decided, injuries alleg-
edly resulting from ingredients in vaccines fall 
under the Vaccine Program. Furthermore, the 
lack of these provisions may add uncertainty 
in the vaccine market and higher insurance 
rates for vaccine manufacturers something 
that our nation attempted to avoid in 1986 and 
may be even more important in today’s envi-
ronment. Nevertheless, repealing the provi-
sions will remove the cloud cast over their 
benefit. If this language is repealed, Congress 
should reintroduce the provisions in another 
separate measure so that we may have more 
debate on the actual language and the public 
can be assured of the need for this clarifica-
tion of the law.
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THE EDUCATION, ACHIEVEMENT 
AND OPPORTUNITY ACT 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as 
you may know, this week marks the 29th An-
niversary of National Catholic Schools Week, 
a week dedicated to honor the achievements 
and successes of the more than 2.6 million 
children enrolled in the 8,114 Catholic Schools 
throughout our country. Today is National 
Catholic Schools Appreciation day. 

It is fitting then that today I introduce legisla-
tion designed to ensure the Federal Govern-
ment appropriately assists parents with the fi-
nancial burdens associated with their child’s 
education. My legislation, the Education, 
Achievement, and Opportunity Act will provide 
refundable tuition tax credits for the edu-
cational expenses incurred by parents for ele-
mentary and secondary school. The legislation 
would provide parents sending their child to an 
elementary school with up to $2,500 in tax re-
lief, while parents with children in a Catholic or 
parochial high school could claim up to $3,500 
in assistance. 

The tax relief contained in my proposal can 
be utilized by parents to pay for a variety of 
educational expenses that are frequently in-
curred on behalf of their children. Most signifi-
cantly the tax credit is designed to help with 
the cost of tuition. But, beyond this, the tax 

credits can be used to help meet the costs of 
other educational needs: (1) computers, edu-
cational software, and books required for 
courses of instruction; (2) academic tutoring; 
(3) special needs services for qualifying chil-
dren with disabilities (within the meaning of 
the Americans With Disabilities Act); (4) fees 
for transportation services to and from a pri-
vate school, if the transportation is provided by 
the school and the school charges a fee for 
the transportation; and (5) academic testing 
services. 

Parents know the interests and needs of 
their children better than anyone else. If we 
are truly going to ensure that ‘‘no child is left 
behind,’’ in our national education agenda, 
then we must make sure our children have 
every tool at their disposal to academically 
succeed. 

The wealthy in America already have the 
choice to send their child to the school that 
best suits them. But middle and working class 
families often do not. Between tuition costs 
and out-of-pocket expenses like tutoring, com-
puters, and transportation, the costs can add 
up and pose an enormous obstacle to the 
child’s lifetime leaming opportunities. 

In my own district in New Jersey, a parent 
who feels a Catholic elementary school is best 
suited for their child, will pay somewhere be-
tween $1,840 and $2,566 in tuition costs per 
child, per year. If you want to send your child 
to a parochial high school in the central New 
Jersey area, a parent is looking at an average 
tuition bill of $5,571 per student, per year. In 
other areas of the country, the costs are very 
similar. 

Without federal support, many parents 
struggle—and in some cases forgo—a Catho-
lic school education, or any education in a 
spiritual setting, because the costs are so 
high. Learning in a religious setting is not for 
every one, and America’s public school sys-
tem is critical to providing educational opportu-
nities for all. We must continue to vigorously 
support our public schools at both the federal 
and local levels. At the same time, however, 
we should support those who seek the bene-
fits of Catholic school and choose a religious 
setting as the best, educational environment 
for their children. 

In effect, parents of Catholic school children 
pay twice—they pay their fair share of taxes 
necessary to support the public school sys-
tem, and they pay tuition at the school their 
children actually attend. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in addressing this inherent unfair-
ness and work for the passage of my tuition 
tax credit program as the best way to help off-
set the double payment endured by those who 
send their children to Catholic and parochial 
schools. 

In America today, we have 59 million young-
sters in elementary and secondary school 
across the U.S.; about 10 percent of these 
students are enrolled in private, parochial and 
rabbinical schools. Those families who are al-
ready sending their children to such schools, 
and others planning to send their children to 
them, would benefit enormously from my pro-
posal, because they are often struggling to 
make ends meet. 

It is important to note that my education pro-
posal is a tax credit, rather than a voucher, so 
the total amount of education resources avail-
able for all school age children will increase. 
Under a voucher system, if a school loses en-
rolled students to a competing school, that 
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