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FRANK BARTOLI NAMED GREATER
PITTSTON PERSON OF THE YEAR

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the designation of Frank Bartoli
as Greater Pittston Person of the Year by the
Sunday Dispatch. He will be honored with a
reception on February 2nd, 2003.

Frank is a native of Pittston who came back
to the area to tackle the challenge of turning
around the Greater Pittston YMCA, of which
he is executive director. As the Dispatch stat-
ed recently, “in just over a year he has more
than succeeded in helping make the Y a via-
ble Main Street entity again.”

Frank, the son of Robert and Leota Bartoli,
grew up in Inkerman and is a graduate of
Pittston Area High School and Lock Haven
University. He and his wife, the former Eileen
Burns, have two children, Brian and Ellie.

When Frank returned to Pittston in August,
2001, the YMCA needed much improvement.
It was saddled with debt that was delaying the
receipt of grants and other improvements, and
building maintenance had become a low pri-
ority. With the help of the board of directors,
$240,000 in debt has been eliminated.

New treadmills and other equipment im-
provements have been made, but Frank is
most proud of the YMCA's focus on children
and families, including expanded day care and
preschool, a night of entertainment for pre-
teens and the conversion of an old laundry
room into a children’s room full of toys. Ath-
letics for adults have also been expanded.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to call to the at-
tention of the House of Representatives the
well-deserved designation of Frank Bartoli as
Greater Pittston Person of the Year, and |
commend him for his hard work and dedica-
tion.

———

A TRIBUTE TO HARLAN EDWARD
BOYLES

HON. RICHARD BURR

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. BURR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today a
proud North Carolinian, to pay tribute to Har-
lan E. Boyles, long-time State Treasurer of
North Carolina and beacon of fiscal integrity.

Born May 6, 1929, in Lincoln County, North
Carolina to a farming family, Boyles learned
from the Great Depression the importance of
financial responsibility and the value of a dol-
lar. Along with economic hardships, he also
fought and finally overcame polio that plagued
him from the age of fifteen. His perseverance
was unshakable. He went on to graduate from
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
in 1951 with a degree in accounting. Wasting
no time he made his way to the Department
of Revenue and, as a junior level auditor,
began his lifelong career in public service.

Harlan served North Carolina for sixteen
years as the Deputy State Treasurer under his
mentor, Edwin Gill. Gill assigned Boyles the
challenge of upgrading the State’s bond rating,
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a daunting task with the economy stuck in a
post-Depression state. He succeeded: in 1960
his work propelled North Carolina to a triple-
A credit rating.

Mr. Boyles succeeded Gill as Treasurer in
1977 and served honorably until his retirement
in 2001. In the forty years that he served as
Deputy and State Treasurer, he maintained
the Triple-A credit rating, resulting in millions
of dollars in savings for North Carolinians, one
of the Treasurer's proudest accomplishments.

He was a respected man, sought for his
soft-spoken knowledge and economic genius.
His approval was considered vital to pass
bond-related issues that came before the Leg-
islature. He began warning in the 1980’s that
North Carolina had a fiscal disaster looming
on the horizon. He used the past as guide and
his uncommon intuition to foreshadow the eco-
nomic future of the State. Boyles argued that
the government was growing faster than the
State could afford, maintaining that North
Carolina needed “better government, not big-
ger government.”

Boyles was an expert at making an organi-
zation perform at its peak, in part because he
was constantly seeking new ideas. The level
of efficiency that he maintained at the Depart-
ment of Revenue was ahead of its time with
the cutting-edge technology that he instituted.
Computers were used everywhere possible to
increase productivity. He did the job with one
of the smallest staffs in North Carolina govern-
ment.

Arguably one of the most effective State
Treasurers in American history, Harlan made
profound strides in his efforts to prepare the
State for the twenty-first century. During his
tenure, the value of State employee pension
funds rose from $7 billion to $67 billion and
the total North Carolina workforce increased
from 158,000 to 218,000. Without his leader-
ship as Treasurer the security of our State
employee retirement fund would not be the
guarantee that it is today for so many Tar
Heels. The measures that he took to ensure
the economic security of the State have yet to
be surpassed.

Harlan’s passing is not only a loss to North
Carolina, but is indeed a loss to America. His
legacy of service stands to direct the next
generation as they embark on their journey
into the new century. North Carolinians mourn
his loss, and we keep in our prayers his loving
wife Frankie and his children, Lynn, Phyllis
and Edward. The history of North Carolina is
marked by the work of great men and their
ideas; Harlan Boyles is such a man and his
legacy will live on to guide the future of sound
economics and responsible leadership.

———

INDIA’S REPUBLIC DAY, JANUARY
26, 2003

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
pay tribute to one of the most important dates
on the calendar for the people of India, as well
as for the people of Indian descent who have
settled in the United States and around the
world. January 26th is Republic Day, an occa-
sion that inspires pride and patriotism for the
people of India.

January 29, 2003

On January 26, 1950, India became a Re-
public, devoted to the principals of democracy
and secularism. At that time, Dr. Rajendra
Prasad was elected as the nation’s first presi-
dent. Since then, despite the challenges of
sustaining economic development and pro-
moting tolerance and cooperation amongst its
many ethnic, religious and linguistic commu-
nities, India has stuck to the path of free and
fair elections, a multi-party political system and
the orderly transfer of power from one govern-
ment to its successor.

On that special day in 1950, India adopted
its Constitution. It should be noted that India
derived key aspects of her Constitution, par-
ticularly its statement of Fundamental Rights,
from our own Bill Of Rights. On the eve of Re-
public Day several years ago, India’s Presi-
dent K.R. Narayanan stated in his address to
the nation: “Let us remember, it is under the
flexible and spacious provisions of our Con-
stitution, that democracy has flourished during
the last fifty years and that India has achieved
an unprecedented unity and cohesion as a na-
tion and made remarkable progress in the so-
cial and economic fields.”

India and the United States both proclaimed
their independence from British colonial rule.
The Indian independence movement under the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi had strong
moral support from American intellectuals, po-
litical leaders and journalists. Just this week,
we paid tribute to one of our greatest Amer-
ican leaders, the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dr. King derived many of his ideas of non-vio-
lent resistance to injustice from the teachings
and the actions of Mahatma Gandhi.

As the world’s two largest democracies, the
United States and India have a natural rela-
tionship, based on their shared values of di-
versity, democracy and prosperity. These two
countries have steadily grown closer for the
past ten years, and most recently, the United
States’ campaign to fight global terrorism has
brought the two countries even closer.

Following the tragic events of September
11, 2001 India was one of the first countries
to come forward to the United States with an
offer of full assistance and cooperation in this
new global fight against terrorism. Prime Min-
ister Vajpayee expressed his deep sympathy
regarding the World Trade Center attacks. The
attacks in fact took the lives of 250 Indians
and Indian-Americans.

Since September 11, there have been ter-
rorist attacks against India on a near daily
basis. India has sadly been afflicted with ter-
rorism from Pakistani-based terrorist groups
that are to be blamed for over 53,000 deaths
of innocent Indian citizens throughout the last
15 years. These are in fact the same terrorist
groups that belong to the terrorist networks
the United States is now fighting against. It is
only natural that these two countries are now
united in the global fight against terrorism.

Lastly, | want to note that throughout the
South Asian region, India stands alone as a
pillar of democracy, stability and growth. | join
both Indians in India and over 1.8 million Indi-
ans living here in the United States in cele-
brating India’s Republic Day.
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