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There was no objection.
———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Resources:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
Washington, DC, February 12, 2003.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER. Effective February 12,
2003, | hereby take a leave of absence from
my position on the Resources Committee in
order to assume my appointment to the Se-
lect Committee on Homeland Security.

Sincerely,
EDWARD J. MARKEY,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

————
IN SUPPORT OF MIGUEL ESTRADA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. KENNEDY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in support of the
nomination for Miguel Estrada to the
District of Columbia Circuit Court of
Appeals. This is an extremely well-
qualified candidate that | am happy to
speak in support of.

This is someone that the American
Bar Association, it is not just me who
is saying positive things about him,
has described as ‘“‘well qualified.”’

He was born and raised in Honduras.
He would be the first Hispanic ever to
sit on the U.S. Court of Appeals in the
D.C. Circuit, which many consider the
second highest court in our land.

He has extensive appellate experience
and is widely regarded as really one of
this country’s best appellate lawyers.
He has argued 15 cases before the U.S.
Supreme Court.

If we look at the background and the
strong support and experience that he
is bringing to this position, he grad-
uated magna cum laude from Colum-
bia, something that is a high distinc-
tion amongst any group. He also grad-
uated magna cum laude from Harvard
Law School, with a JD degree, where
he was the editor of the Harvard Law
Review.

After that he went on to become a
clerk in the U.S. Court of Appeals in
the Second Circuit and also a law clerk
for justice Anthony Kennedy, no rela-
tion, on the U.S. Supreme Court. Fol-
lowing that, he was Assistant U.S. At-
torney and Deputy Chief of the Appel-
late Section of the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice in the Southern District of New
York, a very highly respected district,
and was Assistant to the Solicitor Gen-
eral of the United States under both
President Clinton and under George
Herbert Walker Bush. So he has had ex-
perience really working under both ad-
ministrations and both sides had pre-
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viously affirmed him to be a very well-
qualified candidate.

So this is someone that brings some
experiences that we should be very
pleased to accept in this important po-
sition.

He has strong support among the
Latino community. | know Robert
Deposada, who | had the opportunity to
be in a different event with here just
recently, says of him, ‘“to deny
Latinos, the Nation’s largest minority,
the opportunity to have one of their
own serve on this court in our Nation’s
capital is unforgivable.” | would cer-
tainly agree.
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Mr. Speaker, there are some that
would make the claim that he lacks ju-
dicial experience, but | would say five
of the eight judges currently serving in
the D.C. court had no previous judicial
experience, including Byron White,
who was nominated by President Ken-
nedy, and our current Chief Justice
Rehnquist, who had no prior judicial
experience. Some would say that he
has refused to provide memorandum
that he provided when he was assistant
Solicitor General. But | would remind
everyone that that was not requested
of seven previous nominees to the
court of appeals that had worked in the
Solicitor General’s office, and every
living former Solicitor General, Demo-
crat or Republican, has signed a joint
letter to the committee stating that
this request would be debilitating on
the ability of the Justice Department
to represent the United States before
the Supreme Court.

So this is a justice and someone who
brings unbelievable experience to our
courts, someone who we should reach
out and welcome, and | certainly am
pleased to have the opportunity to join
the many colleagues that have been on
this floor here earlier today to speak
on his behalf, and | would urge all of
my colleagues to do so.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PEARCE). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of
rule I, the Chair declares the House in
recess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 1
minute p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

645. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development,
transmitting a report of a violation of the
Antideficiency Act and the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Circular A-11, pursuant to
31 U.S.C. 1517(b); to the Committee on Appro-
priations.

646. A letter from the Under Secretary, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting notifica-
tion regarding the Department’s report for
purchases from foreign entities for Fiscal
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Year 2002, pursuant to Public Law 104—201,
section 827 (110 Stat. 2611); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

647. A letter from the Secretary of the
Navy, Department of Defense, transmitting
notification regarding the discontinuation of
training at the Vieques Naval Training
Range; to the Committee on Armed Services.

648. A letter from the Acting Program
Manager, Pentagon Renovation Program,
Department of Defense, transmitting the
twelth Annual Report on the renovation of
the Pentagon; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

649. A letter from the Under Secretary, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s report entitled, ‘“Overseas Com-
missaries and Exchange Stores—Access and
Purchase Restrictions,”” as required by Sec-
tion 2492 of Title 10, United States Code; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

650. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—Condi-
tions for Use of NON-GAAP Financial Meas-
ures [Release No. 33-8176; 34-47226; FR-65;
File No. S7-43-02] (RIN: 3235-A169) received
January 27, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial
Services.

651. A letter from the Deputy Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule—Trans-
actions of Investment Companies with Port-
folio and Subadviser Affiliates [Release No.
1C-25888; File No. S7-13-02] (RIN: 3235-Al28)
received January 15, 2003, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

652. A letter from the Chief Counsel, Office
of Foreign Assets, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s final
rule—Reporting and Procedures Regulations;
Cuban Assets Control Regulations: Publica-
tion of Economic Sanctions Enforcemernt
Guidelines—received January 27, 2003, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee
on International Relations.

653. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting notification that the Depart-
ment intends to consent to a request by the
Government of Germany for a transfer of ar-
ticles; to the Committee on International

Relations.
654. A letter from the Director, Office of
Personnel Management, President’s Pay

Agent, transmitting a report justifying the
reasons for the extension of locality-based
comparability payments to categories of po-
sitions that are in more than one executive
agency, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 5304(h)(2)(C); to
the Committee on Government Reform.

655. A letter from the Auditor, District of
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled,
“Certification of the Fiscal Year 2003 Rev-
enue Estimate in Support of the District’s
$374,200,000 Multimodal General Obligation
Bonds (Series 2002A and 2002B),”” pursuant to
D.C. Code section 47—117(d); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform.

656. A letter from the Chairman, Defense
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, transmit-
ting the Board’s Annual Report on Commer-
cial Activities; to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform.

657. A letter from the Inspector General,
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting the Department’s inven-
tory of activities as required by OMB Cir-
cular A-76 and the Federal Activities Inven-
tory Reform Act; to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform.

658. A letter from the Acting Director of
Communications and Legislative Affairs,
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s FY 2002
Commercial Activities Inventory; to the
Committee on Government Reform.
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