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deeply into the universe, explore the planets
and better understand the dynamics of
Earth’s climate system.

And while this is a difficult period for the
men and women of the NASA family, we will
persevere. The support we’ve received from
the astronauts’ families, from the President,
from the Vice President, and from the nation
has been of tremendous strength. We will not
let you down.

Throughout this period of mourning, the
brave families of the Columbia crew have
been rocks of courage and dignity, providing
much comfort to the nation and it’s inspira-
tion to us all.

Dave Brown’s parents, Paul and Dorothy,
along with their—his brother, Dave, are here
with us today leading, I’'m told, a very im-
pressive contingent of the Brown family; as
are John and lan Clark, Laurel Clark’s fam-
ily; and Master Sergeant Jimmy Danielle,
Mike Anderson’s brother-in-law. To you and
to all the families of the Columbia astro-
nauts, we thank you for your incredible for-
titude.

To honor the legacy of the Columbia astro-
nauts, we have made a solid commitment to
their families to find the cause of the acci-
dent, correct whatever problems we may
find, and safely move forward with our work.
Motivated by our mission goals of under-
standing and protecting the home planet, ex-
ploring the universe and searching for life,
and inspiring the next generation of explor-
ers, we will make good on this commitment.

The last element of our mission, to inspire
the next generation of explorers is very im-
portant to NASA. It is a passion of ours. And
because of the memory of the gallant 107
crew has done so much to inspire our youth,
our shining hope for the future, to carry
forth a torch of exploration and discovery,
we are forever grateful to the Columbia as-
tronauts.

As you might imagine, NASA has received
a tremendous outpouring of condolences of
the loss of the Columbia crew from people
throughout the world. It struck us often of
folks who pointed out the unique role that
holds in many ways the astronauts have on
our young and young at heart. One gracious
letter came to us from Rosemary Callahan,
the fifth grade teacher in Arlington, Vir-
ginia’s St. Charles School. She wrote her let-
ter after her students had thoughtfully
taken time to write their own letters of con-
dolence, and we thank them for their heart-
felt gesture. In representing her students,
we’re honored to have Rosemary here with
us today.

I'd like to read to you from her letter,
which was written on Monday. ‘“Today on
the chalkboard | wrote the definition of a
hero. ‘A person admired for bravery, great
deeds or noble qualities.” In the wake of the
tragedy of Columbia and its astronauts,
seven people have come to light as modern-
day heroes. But they were heroes, people of
great character and depth, long before Satur-
day. When profiled in the media, they were
recognized for their spirit, for intellect, with
a desire to learn and give to others, well-
rounded people who could function together
as a team. People who grabbed at life for the
great and simple things. Indeed, they were
the best,”

Rosemary concluded these words by writ-
ing, “Our children continue to need heroes.
Real heroes. May your beloved astronauts
continue to inspire all as you move forward.
Your hearts are heavy now, but in time God
grant you a light heart again.”

In this time of enormous sadness, these
words from the Book of Revelation are most
comforting: “And God will wipe away every
tear from their eyes.”” The writer speaks of
those who are at rest with God. These words
also have significance for us who are still
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here on our earthly pilgrimage. “God will
wipe away the tears from our eyes.”’

Our hope is not ultimately a hope ground-
ed in the progress of human achievement, as
remarkable as that may be, rather it is a
hope grounded in the Creator who calls Rick,
Willie, Michael, Kalpana, David, Laurel, Ilan
and each of us by name. May he have the
faith to lift our eyes towards the heavens as
they did and find their God’s peace.

May God bless the crew of STS-107 and
may he lighten the hearts of their families
and all who mourn for these valiant heroes.

———
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Bruno Bartolucci,
owner of Bartolucci Vineyards in Napa Valley
California, for his outstanding contributions to
America’s wine industry and his community.

Born in San Francisco, the son of an immi-
grant garbage man, Bruno Bartolucci learned
early on that hard work was not something to
shy away from. Mr. Bartolucci’s father relo-
cated the family to a farm in Napa Valley in
the 1930’s and, though he was young, Mr.
Bartolucci was responsible for tending to the
chickens, gathering eggs, picking fruit and
doing extensive maintenance. When the
Bartoluccis began growing grapes, his work-
load became so extensive that during harvest
season he only attended high school every
other day.

Mr. Speaker, nearly 70 years have passed
since Bruno Bartolucci first worked his father’s
vineyard. Since that time, Mr. Bartolucci’s tre-
mendous work ethic and personal commitment
to excellence have made Bartolucci Vineyard
famous for the quality of its grapes and re-
nowned for its Cabernet Sauvignon.

Recently, America’s wine business has ex-
perienced tremendous expansion. While it is
gratifying to see such a robust industry, an un-
intended side effect of this growth has been
the detachment of vineyard owners from their
fields. This, however, is not the case at
Bartolucci Vineyards.

Individuals visiting Mr. Bartolucci must walk
into the fields to speak with him. It is there,
amidst the perfectly aligned grape rows and
surrounded by workers, that he can be found
working in his classic green jumpsuit which
sports the wears of his trade. At age 80, he
still prunes grapes, supervises picking, fixes
machines and maintains the beautiful garden.

Mr. Bartolucci’'s dedication to work is only
overshadowed by the size of his heart. When
he is not at work, Mr. Bartolucci can be found
doing a wide variety of community service.
Whether donating to charitable organizations
or cooking dinner for the Sons of Italy, Mr.
Bartolucci never ceases finding ways to serve
our community’s needs.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bartolucci is the standard
to which all Americans should be compared.
His commitment to farming and the community
is rooted deeper than Napa Valley’'s famous
vines. For these reasons and countless oth-
ers, it is most appropriate that we honor Mr.
Bruno Bartolucci today.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today | am introducing the Belarus Democracy
Act of 2003, which is intended to help promote
democratic development, human rights and
the rule of law in the Republic of Belarus, as
well as encourage the consolidation and
strengthening of Belarus’ sovereignty and
independence. | am joined by Congressmen
HOYER, HOEFFEL and Congresswoman
SLAUGHTER, as original cosponsors.

When measured against other European
countries, the state of human rights in Belarus
is abysmal—it has the worst record of any Eu-
ropean state.

Through an illegitimate 1996 referendum,
Alexander Lukashenka usurped power, while
suppressing the duly-elected legislature and
the judiciary. His regime has repeatedly vio-
lated basic freedoms of speech, expression,
assembly, association and religion. The demo-
cratic opposition, nongovernmental organiza-
tions and independent media have all faced
harassment. Just within the last few months,
we have seen a number of events reflecting
the negative trend line: the passage of a re-
pressive law on religion which bans religious
activity by groups not registered with the gov-
ernment and forbids most religious meetings
on private property; the bulldozing of a newly-
built church; the incarceration of leading inde-
pendent journalists; and the continued harass-
ment, as well as physical attacks on the polit-
ical opposition, independent media and non-
governmental organizations—in short, anyone
who, through their promotion of democracy,
would stand in the way of the Belarusian dic-
tator. Moreover, we have seen no progress on
the investigation of the disappearances of po-
litical opponents—perhaps not surprisingly, as
credible evidence points at the involvement of
the Lukashenka regime in their murders. Fur-
thermore, growing evidence also indicates
Belarus has been supplying military training
and weapons to Iraq, in violation of UN sanc-
tions.

Despite efforts by the U.S. Government,
non-govermental organizations, the Organiza-
tion for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) and other European organizations,
the regime of Alexander Lukashenka con-
tinues its hold onto power with impunity and to
the detriment of the Belarusian people.

One of the primary purposes of this bill is to
demonstrate U.S. support for those struggling
to promote democracy and respect for human
rights in Belarus despite the formidable pres-
sures they face from the anti-democratic re-
gime. The bill authorizes increases in assist-
ance for democracy building activities such as
support for non-governmental organizations,
independent media including radio and tele-
vision broadcasting to Belarus, and inter-
national exchanges. The bill also encourages
free and fair parliamentary elections, con-
ducted in a manner consistent with inter-
national standards—in sharp contrast to recent
parliamentary and presidential elections in
Belarus which flaunted democratic standards.
As a result of these elections, Belarus has the
distinction of lacking legitimate presidential
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