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(Mr. RODRIGUEZ) for having yielded me
so much time. | believe this is an im-
portant issue.

Perhaps it is cloaked by the many
issues that are before us today that are
of great importance to the American
public. This is one of those issues that
in the future would surface if it were a
bad decision, and hopefully, if we can
deal with this in a good way and make
sure that we vote only on those who
are forthright and forthcoming in in-
formation, that this will be something
that in 10 years, in 20 years, in 100
years will not come back and bite us
anywhere on our body, because what
we do not want to see is that we dimin-
ish the standards that we use to place
people in lifetime positions on the
courts of the Federal Government.
That is an important task.

| appreciate that the gentleman has
taken the time to call for this special
order.

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, |
thank the gentleman very much. Noth-
ing would be worse than to set a very
negative precedent, where a person
would be confirmed without having to
respond to the questions that have
come before them. Nothing would be
more harmful to the Constitution, that
allows the opportunity for the Senate
to review nominees, than for them to
go without asking for those questions
to be asked.

Tonight | want to thank everyone for
allowing us this opportunity, and |
want to thank the Senate and those or-
ganizations throughout this country,
the past presidents of LULAC who have
also gone in opposition, as well as
many other organizations throughout.

——
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the subject of my special order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

THE NEED FOR FURTHER UNITED
NATIONS ACTION ON IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. WELDON) is recognized for
60 minutes.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | rise this evening to lay on
the record information that needs to be
brought to the attention of this body
and every American as we struggle
with the current crisis involving our
relationship with Irag.

We have seen a lot of information, in
the media, a lot of public protests, both
against and for action that this coun-
try might need to take, but there has
been one major part of the debate that
has been missing.
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As we talk about Saddam Hussein
and the need for him to abide by the
agreement that he reached with the
U.N. And the U.N. Security Council 12
years ago, as we discuss the fact that
the U.N. inspectors have not yet been
able to determine that he in fact has
taken apart his weapons of mass de-
struction, there is in fact one set of
facts, Mr. Speaker, that are obvious,
that are documented, and that need ac-
tion.

It is for this reason that | rise this
evening to present to this body, our
colleagues, our country and the world,
the facts that will support a resolution
that | will introduce in this body on
Thursday of this week, a bipartisan
resolution, with the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER),
and a whole host of other Democrats
and Republicans, that calls for the
President to require and request the
U.N. to convene a special war crimes
tribunal to hold Saddam Hussein ac-
countable for the egregious acts
against human beings that he has per-
petrated over the past 20 years.

Mr. Speaker, it is certainly time that
the world holds Saddam Hussein ac-
countable.

Mr. Speaker, the facts are all over
the place. They have been documented
by human rights groups, by Amnesty
International, by agencies of the U.N.
and the U.S. Government, and by other
nations around the world. In fact, there
have been specific actions taken by the
U.N. The United States budget in fiscal
year 2001 and 2002 contributed $4 mil-
lion to a special U.N. Iragi War Crimes
Commission to document the evidence,
some of which | am going to put out
this evening.

The United Nations Security Council
and the Commission on Human Rights
have repeatedly condemned Iraq’s
human rights record. On April 19, 2002,
the United Nations Commission on
Human Rights passed a resolution
drawing attention to ‘‘the systematic
widespread and extremely grave viola-
tions of human rights and of inter-
national humanitarian law by the Gov-
ernment of Iraq resulting in an all-per-
vasive repression and oppression sus-
tained by broad-based discrimination
and widespread terror.”

In fact, the United Nations Security
Council Resolution 674 called on all
states to provide information on Iraq’s
war-related activities and atrocities to
the U.N.

Mr. Speaker, it is amazing to me as
we heard Americans, especially those
coming from Hollywood, recently on
our national media outlets, praising
and defending Saddam Hussein as a
man who can be trusted, as someone
who will do the right thing if just given
the right amount of time.

It is amazing to me that this country
went to war just a few short years ago,
pushed very aggressively by France
and Germany, to remove Milosevic
from power in Yugoslavia because he
was allegedly committing war crimes.
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Now, Mr. Speaker, I am no fan of
Milosevic. In fact, | think he is where
he belongs, in the Hague before a war
crimes tribunal. But, Mr. Speaker, to-
night I am going to lay out the evi-
dence that will make the case that
Saddam Hussein makes Milosevic look
like a common street criminal. In fact,
I am not the only one that feels this
way, Mr. Speaker.

Let me quote from a recent op-ed
that ran this past Sunday, written by
Richard Holbrooke. Now, Richard
Holbrooke was the U.S. Ambassador to
the United Nations under President
Bill Clinton. Let me quote from Mr.
Holbrooke’s op-ed that ran nationwide
this past weekend.

“When one considers that Saddam
Hussein is far worse than Slobodan
Milosevic and that Irag has left a long
trail of violated Security Council reso-
lutions while there were none in
Kosovo.” So Richard Holbrooke, the
U.N. Ambassador under President Clin-
ton, has publicly acknowledged as re-
cently as this past week that, in his
opinion, Saddam Hussein is far worse
than Slobodan Milosevic.

This country went to war to oust
Slobodan Milosevic. This country mur-
dered innocent Serbs with bombs to
oust Slobodan Milosevic. And who
pushed this country? France and Ger-
many, because the French and Ger-
mans were concerned that Milosevic
was in their neighborhood.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, in a quote from
a book just recently released, The
Threatening Storm, by the expert on
Iraq during the Clinton administration
in both the CIA and the Security Coun-
cil, Ken Pollack, one section docu-
ments the Saddam Hussein regime in
Irag, and I want to quote from this
book, which | think every Member of
this body should read. It is page 122,
discussing the Iraqgi state and security.
Again, this individual, Ken Pollack, is
an acknowledged intelligence expert on
Iraq. This is what he said:

“Max Van der Stoel, the former
United Nations Special Rapporteur for
Human Rights in Iraq, told the United
Nations that the brutality of the lIraqi
regime was of an exceptionally grave
character, so grave that it has few par-
allels in the years that have passed
since the Second World War.”

In other words, Mr. Speaker, that the
Saddam Hussein regime has not been
equaled since Adolf Hitler. Not
Slobodan Milosevic, who the Germans
and French supported militarily to re-
move, but not since Adolph Hitler.

Let me continue. ‘“‘Indeed, it is to
comparisons with the obscenity of the
Holocaust and Stalin’s mass murders
that observers are inevitably drawn
when confronted with the horrors of
Saddam’s Iraq. Saddam'’s Iraq is a state
that employs arbitrary execution, im-
prisonment and torture on a com-
prehensive and routine basis.”

A full catalogue is not yet totally
available, but tonight we are going to
put on the record, Mr. Speaker, the ex-
amples that are available.
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