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development at the grass-roots level in the de-
veloping world.

Since 1961, more than 168,000 Americans
responded to our nation’s call to serve by be-
coming Peace Corps Volunteers in 136 coun-
tries. There are currently 29 volunteers from
my district alone who are deployed all over the
world, from Kyrgystan to Guatemala.

Mr. Speaker, Peace Corps Volunteers have
made significant and lasting contributions
around the world in agriculture, business de-
velopment, education, health and the environ-
ment, and have dramatically improved the
lives of individuals and communities around
the world.

Peace Corps Volunteers have strengthened
the ties of friendship and understanding be-
tween the people of the United States and
those of other countries for 42 years.

President George W. Bush has issued a call
to service for all Americans—both at home
and abroad. The President seeks to double
the number of Peace Corps Volunteers
throughout the world, from the current level of
7,000 to 14,000 volunteers in FYO7.

Mr. Speaker, Peace Corps Volunteers, en-
riched by their experiences overseas, have
brought their communities throughout the
United States a deeper understanding of other
cultures and traditions, thereby bringing a do-
mestic dividend to our nation.

National Peace Corps Day recognizes the
work of returned Peace Corps Volunteers as
they bring their experiences to work, school,
places of worship and recreation, sharing with
colleagues, friends and community members
how their volunteer service changed and
shaped their lives.

Mr. Speaker, National Peace Corps Day
honors its Volunteers, past and present, and
reaffirms our country’s commitment to helping
people help themselves throughout the world.
| would like to congratulate them for the tre-
mendous, and far too often thankless, work
they do to improve the human condition.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION
MAKING AERIAL FIREFIGHTERS
ELIGIBLE FOR FEDERAL DEATH
BENEFITS
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Mrs. CUBIN. Mr. Speaker, in April 1997,
John Hirth of Buffalo, Wyoming, and his co-
pilot lost their lives when their air tanker
crashed near Blandburg, Pennsylvania. They
were on a firefighting mission for a govern-
ment agency, the Pennsylvania Bureau of For-
estry.

At the time, John was making an aerial
scouting of the fire, referred to as a dry run.
Fire conditions were gusty, and turbulent wind
patterns resulted from the fire itself.

Immediately after dropping the fire retardant,
their tanker encountered smoke which affected
visibility.

Just as the air tanker flew out of the smoke,
its right wing hit an oak tree which stood
above the tree line. The aircraft rolled 90 de-
grees left and flew into the mountainside a
quarter mile from the initial tree strike, explod-
ing on impact and instantly killing John and his
co-pilot.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In the mid-1990s, John tried to obtain life in-
surance through various agencies. He was
turned down due to his occupation as an aer-
ial firefighter.

At the time of his death, the business still
had to meet payments on the 1997 fire con-
tract operation (which included liability insur-
ance, contract-paid pilots, fuel, oil, parts, etc.),
as well as on a second tanker and one spray-
er aircraft.

The financial loss from this crash was so
devastating that his wife, Connie, did not have
the money to pay for her husband’s funeral.

While this is heartbreaking to us, it is a very
stark reality that many families face when aer-
ial firefighters are lost in the line of duty. There
were seven fatalities last year alone involving
air tankers and fire suppression helicopters.

The fact is that the vast majority of those pi-
lots lost were serving under a government
contract at the time. They were providing aer-
ial fire suppression services for the govern-
ment when they lost their lives.

My reason for being here today is to correct
a provision in law that is blatantly unfair.

| am introducing legislation that will provide
some financial security to aerial firefighters
and their families.

This legislation recognizes all pilots and
crew involved in aerial fire suppression as
public safety officers. In doing so, the bill
makes these deserving individuals eligible for
death benefits under the Public Safety Offi-
cers’ Benefits Program, also known as PSOB.

Under current law, aerial firefighters who are
under contract with the government are not af-
forded these benefits simply because they
work for private companies that contract with
the government.

However, without these contract pilots and
crew, the federal government would not have
the capabilities to deal with wild land fires.

This legislation is a matter of common
sense. Aerial firefighters are public safety offi-
cers in every sense of the word. With dedica-
tion and enthusiasm, they protect our natural
resources, our communities, and often our
very lives.

Every day, when our men and women in the
Armed Forces go out to do their job, they say
to us, “I am willing to risk my life for you
today.” Our local police officers say it as well
and, yes my friends, so too do aerial fire-
fighters.

John Hirth was the primary wage earner in
his air tanker business and his family. If PSOB
had been available to them at the time of
John’s death, the financial hardships endured
by his wife could have been minimized.

It is time we start giving back to aerial fire-
fighters because, if we don't, we will be losing
a valuable resource. With no aerial firefighters
to protect our natural resources, where will we
turn?

I don’t think any of us want to face that
question, so let's make sure we don't. Please
support this legislation. It is the right thing to
do.

———
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Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
today, | reintroduced the bill that | introduced
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last Congress in response to the absurd ruling
made by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals
which declared school recitation of the Pledge
of Allegiance unconstitutional. Immediately
upon hearing of this atrocious decision in June
of last year, | began drafting my bill, the
“Pledge of Allegiance Protection Amendment,”
which would amend the U.S. Constitution to
protect the right of schools to lead willing stu-
dents in the recitation of the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. Speaker, | believe children in schools
across America should start their day the
same way we do here in Congress, by reciting
the Pledge of Allegiance.

The court decision has set a dangerous
precedent that we cannot allow to continue
nationwide. | know of no better way to educate
our children about the beliefs we stand for in
this great country of ours than with the Pledge
of Allegiance. The Pledge is an important way
of educating our children about the value of
patriotism and democracy and a reminder that
we are one nation, under God. That is why |
believe we need to keep the Pledge in our
schools and keep judges who don't value the
Pledge out of our courts.

As it stands now, a temporary stay has
been placed on the effect of the ruling until the
full panel of the Ninth Circuit reviews the case.
| would prefer not to have to amend the Con-
stitution unless it is absolutely necessary to do
so, and it is my hope that the courts will
overtum this ridiculous ruling. However, if they
do not, then | have my bill ready to go to pro-
tect the Pledge of Allegiance in our schools.

Mr. Speaker, | urge your support of this bill
and yield back the remainder of my time.

——————

A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO MARTHA
MOORE ON THE OCCASION OF
HER 35TH ANNIVERSARY AS
OHIO REPUBLICAN PARTY VICE
CHAIRMAN AND OHIO COM-
MITTEEWOMAN TO THE REPUB-
LICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE

HON. PAUL E. GILLMOR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 27, 2003

Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to pay special tribute to
an outstanding lady from Ohio. Martha Moore
was born in Cambridge, Ohio, located in
Guernsey County. The daughter of former 15
District Congressman C. Ellis Moore, she was
raised in the tradition of commitment to one’s
family, faith in God, and responsible public
service.

Miss Moore attended Wellesley College and
received her Bachelor of Arts degree from
Muskingum College. She earned her Master of
Arts from The Ohio State University. While
serving as a professor in the Department of
Communications at Muskingum College, she
helped to shape the lives of generations of
students through her thoughtful tutelage. In
1986, Miss Moore was awarded the Distin-
guished Alumni Award from Muskingum Col-
lege and was also inducted into the Guernesy
County Hall of Fame.

Miss Moore was first elected to the Ohio
Republican State Central and Executive Com-
mittee in 1950, and currently serves as com-
mitteewoman from the 30th Senate District in
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