
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES2876 February 27, 2003 
Mr. President, the Miguel Estrada 

nomination was submitted by Presi-
dent Bush in May 2001—almost 2 years 
ago. We know that he has not only the 
support of the majority party, but he 
has support from a majority of the 
Members—more than 51 Senators—in 
this body. And that was demonstrated 
in a letter that was sent by Senator 
MCCONNELL and 51 other colleagues to 
the President, dated February 25, 2003. 

Yet my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle continue to practice justice 
delayed, which, incidentally, is in-
creasingly being called, by the Amer-
ican people, justice denied, because 
that delay is denying the majority will 
of this body. 

My objective, since February 5—since 
this nomination came to the floor of 
the Senate—has been to provide all of 
our Senators with a forum for informed 
deliberation, for tempered deliberation, 
for thorough consideration. I have been 
very clear from the beginning that my 
intention was to have a vote—an up-or- 
down vote—and to move this nomina-
tion to the constitutionally mandated 
question: Will the Senate advise and 
consent to this nomination—yes or no, 
yea or nay, up or down? That is all that 
we ask. 

It is the majority leader’s job, after 
consultation with the minority leader, 
to schedule this yea or nay vote. I have 
asked, on numerous occasions, for a 
time certain for this vote. Again and 
again, each of my requests has been re-
jected. 

The nomination has been pending 
now for 3 weeks—or more than 3 
weeks—and I do believe there has been 
ample time for Members to deliberate 
on this nominee. There is no doubt 
about the outcome if we are allowed to 
vote on it. The sheer number of signa-
tures on that February 25 letter re-
flects that the confirmation would 
occur. Yet Democrats continue to 
refuse to set a time for this dispositive 
vote. 

So, once again, I say: Let’s vote. I 
hope that Members do come to the 
floor during today’s proceedings to dis-
cuss this important nomination. 

With respect to rollcall votes—be-
cause I know a number of our col-
leagues are very interested in what the 
plans will be for both today, tomorrow, 
and on Monday—I will be discussing 
the schedule with the Democratic as-
sistant leader or the Democratic leader 
today in relation to the schedule so 
that very shortly we can determine 
when these votes will be scheduled. 

The Judiciary Committee is still 
meeting as we speak. But I hope to 
have some information here within the 
next hour or hour and a half so we can 
set up votes over the next couple days. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic whip. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the two 
leaders have met several times in the 
last 12 hours. That is fair. And there is 
progress being made as to what the ma-
jority leader is going to do next week. 
We will be happy to cooperate in any 

way we can. We have this little dust-up 
here. We have to work around that. 

As I indicated—the leader was not on 
the floor at the time yesterday—we 
know we have a problem with the 
Estrada nomination. 

But we are not trying to delay. We 
have allowed the committees to go for-
ward. We have tried to cooperate with 
the majority leader anytime he has had 
other legislation to bring forward. We 
will continue to do that. We just need 
to figure out some way to get through 
the parliamentary problem we have 
now with the Estrada nomination. We 
will continue to be advocates for our 
position in that regard, but we stand 
ready, as the majority leader has been 
told by Senator DASCHLE, to work with 
him in any way we can to help move 
legislation. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we will 
continue to work aggressively. I think 
everybody in this body understands our 
goal. I appreciate the good nature. We 
will continue to push forward for a 
vote. I did have the opportunity to talk 
to the leader on the other side of the 
aisle. The Democratic leader and I dis-
cussed plans over the next several 
weeks. That discussion is very impor-
tant. I believe we are making progress 
there. Again, in terms of votes, either 
later today or tomorrow morning, 
hopefully within an hour or hour and a 
half, we can make decisions. In all 
likelihood, we will be voting Monday 
afternoon and throughout Tuesday. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF MIGUEL 
ESTRADA, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE 
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will now go into executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of Exec-
utive Calendar No. 21, which the clerk 
will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Miguel Estrada, of 
Virginia, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the District of Columbia. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. CORZINE. Mr. President, for the 
past several weeks, as we have heard 
this morning, this body has done very 
little beyond the debate on the nomi-
nation of Miguel Estrada. Hour upon 
hour, day upon day, week upon week, 
the debate has continued. We have 
heard every argument there is to make 
on both sides of the issue. We have 
heard them from just about every Sen-
ator, and we have heard them over and 
over. It has been pretty repetitious. 

I don’t mean to diminish the impor-
tance of this debate about a single, 
very important job. After all, it goes to 
the heart of the Senate’s role under the 
constitutional system of government. 
The question is whether this constitu-
tionally responsible body will be di-
minished to such an extent that we 
just become a rubberstamp for White 
House judicial nominations; that is, 
whether we will agree to automatically 
confirm nominees even if they refuse to 
answer publicly the most basic of our 
questions on their jurisprudential per-
spectives. It is hard to understand how 
we can give a lifetime appointment to 
a job without having a job interview. 

This is an important debate. All of us 
believe that. That is why we have had 
3 weeks of consideration. It is one that 
reaches well beyond the specifics of the 
individual candidate. It deserves our 
careful consideration. The Constitution 
charges the Senate with the responsi-
bility to provide advice and consent on 
judicial nominations. Those of us on 
this side will attend to that responsi-
bility. 

Of all the issues facing our Nation at 
this most challenging time in our his-
tory, there are other—certainly in my 
view and I suspect the view of most of 
my colleagues—issues that are of a 
higher priority. It is a profound mis-
take on the part of the majority to in-
sist on staying on this nomination in-
definitely while Mr. Estrada and the 
administration, with all due respect, 
continue what some would term 
‘‘stonewalling’’ while there are so 
many vital issues our Congress should 
be addressing. 

THE ECONOMY 
Today, I will focus in particular on 

the problem, along with the drastic, 
dramatic threat of terrorism we face 
daily and the prospect of war with Iraq, 
which we heard the President talked 
about last evening, that is probably up-
permost in the minds of my constitu-
ents in New Jersey and, I suspect, 
across the country, and that is the 
state of our economy. It is in serious 
need of attention. 

I have been listening to New 
Jerseyans from around the State, from 
all walks of life, all ethnic, religious, 
racial backgrounds, the long-term un-
employed, to manual laborers, to mid-
level managers, to CEOs, to retirees 
and soccer moms. For just about all of 
them, there is a tremendous sense of 
anxiety with respect to the state of our 
economy and their families’ economic 
security. People are concerned about 
whether they will have a job, whether 
their savings will be there when they 
retire, whether they will be able to pay 
for their college educations, whether 
they will be able to have health care. 
There are serious concerns, flat-out 
kitchen table concerns for all Ameri-
cans. I know that is the case in my 
home State. 

An anecdotal perspective on this 
country’s anxiousness has now been 
backed up by hard statistics from the 
conference board released this week. 
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