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standards of performance for long-haul truck
drivers. The CMVSA, however, was also im-
posed upon intrastate commerce where the
operation of trucks may be a small but nec-
essary part of an individual's job. We imposed
our will on thousands of small businesses not
involved in long-haul trucking and somehow
expected them to adjust to any circumstance
that might arise. Under these conditions, | be-
lieve it should be within a state’s discretion to
determine what kind of commercial vehicle li-
censure and testing is required for commerce
solely within its borders.

| again want to emphasize that it would be
entirely up to each state whether it chooses to
reassume authority over licensing and testing
of intrastate drivers. A state that chooses to
exercise this option would in no way diminish
the role of the CDL in the long-haul trucking
industry. Additionally, this legislation effectively
precludes two or more states from using this
option as the basis for an interstate compact.
I am confident that those states taking advan-
tage of this option will develop testing stand-
ards that maintain the same level of safety of-
fered by the federal program. After all, the pri-
mary mission of all state DOTs is to ensure
the safety of those travelling on its roads.

This legislation is extremely important to our
nation’s small businesses, and | urge the
House to adopt this measure.

———

THE REINTRODUCTION OF THE
EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, this is a dif-
ficult time. We're worried about the possibility
of war and concerned about the men and
women in our armed forces, but the best way
to honor democracy is to ensure equality and
justice for all. That's why we're leading this bi-
partisan movement for the Equality Amend-
ment for women and men. We intend to do all
we can to see that it becomes part of the Con-
stitution, which is where it belongs.

| am proud to be joined by my Republican
colleagues, JiM LEACH and JuDY BIGGERT. |
am also grateful to the dean of the House,
JOHN DINGELL, for his leadership on so many
issues important to women; to leading pollster
Mark Penn of the firm Penn, Schoen, and
Berland; and to the noted economist, Dr. Heidi
Hartman. I'd also like to acknowledge the rep-
resentatives of so many organizations dedi-
cated to improving the lives of women and
families.

Women have achieved a great deal, but the
statutory route has not been as successful as
we hoped. The Glass Ceiling, the Pink Ghetto,
the wage gap, the occupation gap, and sexual
harassment are real problems. We're reintro-
ducing the Equality Amendment because the
only guarantee that American women will
never again be subject to inferior treatment is
to engrave the principle of women’s equality
into the Constitution.

We've seen over the years that laws can
change, judicial attitudes can shift, and the
gains we've won can slip from our grasp. The
need for a constitutional guarantee of equal
rights for women is compelling. We must do
more, much more, to guarantee fair treatment
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in the work place. Existing laws can't get the
job done, and could be rolled back.

Title IX, which for three decades guaranteed
equality in education and in academic sports
programs, is being eroded.

Enforcement measures on discrimination
laws are backlogged and badly underfunded.

Women continue to be treated differently
than men in pensions, insurance, and judicial
awards.

Women still have trouble gaining access to
housing and to equal pay for equal work. The
wage gap persists. In fact, the Dingell-
Maloney study that we released last year
showed the gap in managerial salaries is actu-
ally widening.

Women still earn 76 cents for each dollar
earned by a man. After a full day's work, no
woman should be forced to take home only
three quarters of a paycheck.

Too many women continue to be victims of
sexual harassment.

Over nine out of ten Americans support
equal rights for men and women, as Mark
Penn can discuss. In fact, polling data shows
that most Americans think the Constitution al-
ready guarantees gender equality—and they
don’t want it repealed. The ERA would estab-
lish that as a reality once and for all. It is time
to ensure that the legal right to equality re-
gardless of sex is subject to the same level of
judicial review as race or other classes.

With 187 co-sponsors so far, the Equality
Amendment has strong support in the House.
And it enjoys strong backing in the Senate.
Ours is a bipartisan, grass roots effort. With
the help of organizations represented here
and the over 140 groups that have already en-
dorsed it, | hope we'll be able to move the
ERA to a vote.

It is time for women to have an equal place
in the Constitution. It is time for the Equal
Rights Amendment to become law. Inscribed
over the Supreme Court is the statement
“Equal Justice Under the Law” and it means
ALL people. And in 2003, we intend to SEE
that equal justice under the law happens . . .
and making the ERA part of the Constitution
is the right way to do it.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO: DR. M.
EDMUND VALLEJO

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to recognize Dr. Ed-
mund Vallejo of Pueblo, Colorado. Dr. Vallejo
has been a dedicated teacher and mentor in
the Pueblo community for nearly fifty years.
He has made significant contributions as an
author and citizen, and it is my honor to pay
tribute to his accomplishments before this
body of Congress and this nation.

Edmund grew up in an orphanage for boys
in Denver and graduated from St. Mary’s High
School in Walsenburg, Colorado. After a year
at Regis University, he joined the U.S. Navy
and trained to be an aerial photographer. Ed-
mund served the United States during the Ko-
rean War, and received a battle star for taking
video footage of the fighting on Bunker Hill
and Siberia Hill.

After being discharged, Edmund went back
to school, first at Adams State College, then at
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the University of Northern Colorado, ultimately
receiving a Ph.D. in education from Kansas
University in 1975. Edmund spent over thirty-
six years in Pueblo School District No. 60 as
a teacher, guidance counselor, principal and
superintendent. After retiring in 1991, he has
furthered his dedication to education by serv-
ing as a mentor and tutor to at-risk children in
the district, and Edmund now serves as the
volunteer coordinator for Communities In
Schools of Pueblo, a volunteer mentoring and
tutoring program.

Edmund’s other interests include both civic
service and writing. He is a member of the
Kiwanis Club of Pueblo, the Colorado Histor-
ical Society Board of Directors, the Rocky
Mountain Council Boy Scouts of America Ex-
ecutive Board, the Pueblo School District No.
60 Educational Foundation, the Pueblo Cham-
ber of Commerce, and VFW Post 5812. He is
a contributing author to educational and histor-
ical journals and has already published a com-
pilation of Colorado photography. He is work-
ing on a photo book about his Korean War ex-
periences.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Edmund Vallejo
is a remarkable man with an extraordinary life-
time of achievements. He has served his na-
tion, his community, and his students well, and
I would like to extend to him my congratula-
tions on a life lived with a passion and dedica-
tion to serving others. | wish him the best in
his future endeavors.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE MEDICARE
MEDICAL NUTRITION THERAPY

HON. FRED UPTON

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
join with Representatives ANNA EsHoO, J.D.
HAYWORTH, and XAVIER BECERRA in intro-
ducing the bipartisan Medicare Medical Nutri-
tion Therapy Amendment Act of 2003. Several
years ago, we amended the Medicare pro-
gram to provide coverage for medical nutrition
therapy services provided by registered dieti-
tians and nutrition professionals for persons
with diabetes or renal disease. The legislation
we are introducing today will add Medicare
coverage for services for beneficiaries with
cardiovascular disease.

Medical nutrition therapy provided by reg-
istered dietitians and nutrition professionals is
sound health care policy. It can save millions
of dollars for a health care system belea-
guered by escalating costs, and it can prevent
unnecessary pain and suffering for millions of
people and their families. In response to a re-
quest in the 1997 Balanced Budget Act, the
Institute of Medicine of the National Academy
of Sciences studied the value of adding med-
ical nutrition therapy services for Medicare
beneficiaries and the Medicare program and
issued a report recommending that this benefit
be added to the program. The report stated
that coverage for medical nutrition therapy will
“improve the quality of care and is likely to be
a valuable and efficient use of Medicare re-
sources, because of the comparatively low
treatment costs and ancillary benefits associ-
ated with nutrition therapy.” The report con-
cluded that nutrition therapy has proven effec-
tive in the “management and treatment of
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