H1780

nonadversarial way by getting money
to take care of their damaged bodies
and minds, has not been administered
properly, but we are working on that
now. Until we get a resolution of that
problem, we will be down here every
night or every other night reading
these letters.

This is a letter from a man named
Scott Bono and his wife is Laura Bono,
and they tell about their child and how
their child became autistic after he re-
ceived vaccines. Now they have done a
mercury toxicity test on their son
which shows that he has quite a bit of
mercury in his body, and the way he
got that mercury into his body was
through these vaccinations. They say
in this letter, “When Jackson was first
diagnosed with Pervasive Develop-
mental Disorder at 20 months old, he
had just experienced a four-month re-
gression beginning days after his Au-
gust 9, 1990 shots. He received HiB shot,
with 25 micrograms of mercury, on
July 25.”” And 2-weeks later he received
on August 9 a DT shot with 25
micrograms of mercury in it. He had
received, prior to that, 75 micrograms
of mercury from other shots, and the
boy became autistic shortly thereafter.

The parents were not aware of and
did not get their child into what was
called the Vaccine Injury Compensa-
tion Fund, which has a 3-year statute
of limitations, which means that if
they did not get into it within 3 years
of finding out he was autistic and they
believe the cause was vaccines that
they could not get into the fund. We
have thousands of families that were
not aware of the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Fund, who never applied, and
those people have been left out in the
cold.

Let me tell my colleagues the results
of just this one family’s problem.

Since he became autistic, their med-
ical expenses have cost $578,980. Their
insurance companies have paid $306,000
of that, but including food and every-
thing else that they are providing for
this boy for his special needs, it is cost-
ing them $35,000 in after tax dollars to
take care of this child, and when we
add all this up, it is over $600,000 in
medical needs and therapy and food for
this boy. Actually, they are in a very
difficult financial situation because of
that.

We have families that have sold their
homes, have gone bankrupt, have bor-
rowed money until they are about to
go bankrupt to take care of their chil-
dren’s needs, and those people are con-
fident, as | am, that their child was
damaged by the mercury in these vac-
cines.

So, Mr. Speaker, we have got to do
something about that. We have to ei-
ther change the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Fund to allow these people
to get in there where their child and
his problem is going to be reviewed by
a special master, and if there is merit
to their claim, this Vaccine Injury
Compensation Fund should take care of
that. If we do not get that, then the
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next thing we ought to do is allow
them to be able to go to court to sue
the pharmaceutical companies.

In any event, Mr. Speaker, | will be
back here tomorrow night and | appre-
ciate the Chair being liberal with his
time. We have got to solve these prob-
lems for these kids. We cannot leave
them out in the cold. The President
said he was going to leave no child be-
hind, and we should not leave these
children behind.

———

GASOLINE PRICES AT THEIR
HIGHEST IN HISTORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, last
weekend when | was home in Oregon |
noted that gasoline prices have reached
the highest level in history, and 1 know
that my State was not alone. We ap-
parently have the fourth highest prices
in the United States. Other States are
even higher, and | assume that records
were set everywhere.

That might be well and good if it was
all due to free market forces and the
underlying cost of doing business, but |
fear it is not.

We have been through this before.
During the first Persian Gulf War,
Desert Storm, we saw a huge run-up in
oil and diesel prices and aviation fuel
which caused a tremendous amount of
dislocation in the economy, but the
economy was nowhere near as fragile
as it is today. Then we found out a lit-
tle bit later that the oil companies had
taken advantage of the war, war profit-
eering. They had, in fact, raised their
prices far in excess of the underlying
costs of crude and any other additional
costs they might have incurred because
of the war in Iraqg.

Now here we are a decade later.
Again, it appears that the United
States will soon be at war in Iraq, and
we are seeing record prices at the
pump, and again, they are talking
about the underlying price of crude and
the instability of demand, but the in-
creases at the pump and the increases
for the aviation industry and the in-
creases for the truckers far, far, far ex-
ceed the increases in the underlying
costs of crude, and plus, many of these
oil companies are selling themselves
their own crude oil or they have hedged
the price or they have special deals
with the OPEC cartel.

No, plain and simple, they have
begun war profiteering this time before
the war has started. It is time for Con-
gress to take action.

The economy is weak. Three hundred
and eight thousand people lost their
job last month. A number of airlines
are teetering on the edge of bank-
ruptcy, and a number of them say that
if a war happens and fuel goes up any
more, costs them $180 million per
penny, they will not be in Chapter 11
reorganization bankruptcy; they will
be insolvent and out of business, cost-
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ing tens of thousands more jobs and
more harm to the economy, all so a few
multinational oil companies can
squeeze excess profits out of American
airlines and families and truckers.

The President needs to take action.
He could release fuel from the National
Petroleum Reserve, the oil reserve, but
he has chosen not to do that. So | have
introduced a bill to give him more spe-
cific direction to give him authority
once held by President Richard Nixon
to stabilize the price of fuel with a fair
rate of return to these oil companies
and making them justify a run-up in
price beyond a price that has prevailed
a year ago today, and secondly, to have
the President draw down the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve in order to help
drive down prices, mitigate supply, re-
quire the oil companies now and in the
future to maintain minimum inventory
levels so they cannot cry wolf and jack
up the price every year when they
switch from home heating oil to gaso-
line and all those things they love to
do and then they have a refinery fire,
nothing anyone could ever expect.

Ban the export of Alaska oil. We are
going to hear arguments we should
allow drilling in ANWR, but guess
what, all the Alaska oil can and prob-
ably will be exported because this Con-
gress, against my will, lifted the ban
on the export of Alaska oil.

Finally, this administration is all for
free trade. OPEC is not free trade. That
cartel, those people, Saudis and others,
are conspiring to drive up the price of
oil, setting the price of oil in violation
of all the agreements of the World
Trade Organization. | am not a big fan
of that organization, but this adminis-
tration, who loves it and wants to ex-
pand its authority, should use the au-
thority it has to object to that price
fixing. It violates all of the tenets of
GATT and the World Trade Organiza-
tion.
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So it is time for strong action here in
Congress and at the White House to
stop the war profiteering, the price
gouging, driving more Americans out
of work, bankrupting the airlines,
idling trucks and the commerce of this
country, all so a few multinational oil
companies can run record profits for
the next couple of quarters.

Choice seems pretty easy to me. We
will see what my colleagues and the
President think.

————

APPOINTING A SPECIAL ENVOY
FOR HUNGER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHocoLA). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. WOLF) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, last week |
wrote U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan requesting he appoint a special
envoy to respond to the hunger crisis
throughout the world. U.N. special en-
voys have been appointed to respond to
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crises over the years, and what could
be more compelling than millions of
lives endangered?

Hunger is devastating Africa, North
Korea, Argentina, and has reached into
all corners of the globe. One of the
worst cases is the current situation in
Africa. Africa is on the brink of a crisis
of biblical proportions. Thirty million
people, 30 million, are at risk of mal-
nutrition and starvation in Africa
alone. This is on top, Mr. Speaker, of
the HIV/AIDS crisis that is consuming
resources that would otherwise be de-
voted to famine relief.

When | traveled to Ethiopia in Janu-
ary and Eritrea earlier this year, | saw
firsthand the bloated bellies and the
weak limbs of the children, and | was
reminded of the devastation | saw when
I was in Ethiopia with former Con-
gressman Tony Hall in 1984 and 1985
during that famine. African countries
in particular are suffering from donor
fatigue and a lack of attention. The
flood of international news has kept
the reality of this situation away from
people in many Western countries.
When 1 think of some of the stupid
shows that some of the networks run,
like Joe Millionaire, Survivor, and
these things, and how little time they
are actually spending on the hunger
and the starvation of people in every
continent, it is very, very discour-
aging.

North Korea and Central Asia also
teeter on the brink of crisis. In North
Korea there are reports that up to 80
percent of the humanitarian relief
never even reaches the North Korean
people. If left unchecked, thousands
and millions of North Korean lives will
be in jeopardy.

Even in Argentina, once a middle
class Latin American country, hunger
is now widespread. Hospitals are regu-
larly treating diseases caused by lack
of protein and poor nutrition. Children
in Argentina are dying of malnutrition,
and in some communities relief organi-
zations have classified 90 percent of the
children as undernourished. Yes, in Ar-
gentina. This is especially tragic for a
country that has more livestock than
people.

This, Mr. Speaker, is a global crisis
and it demands a global response. No
one country can meet these needs. We
in the United States should be proud,
for in the year 2002 the United States
Government, the American people, con-
tributed 51 percent of all the food, com-
pared to the EC and Europe’s combined
contribution of only 27 percent of the
donations of the U.N. World Food Pro-
gramme. Many countries have the abil-
ity to give more and may just be wait-
ing to be asked. Time, resources and
attention must be devoted to mobi-
lizing and coordinating the resources
required.

The lives of millions of women and
children hang in the balance. A special
representative, a special envoy under
the leadership of the U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan can mobilize the
financial and material resources re-
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quired, coordinate the international or-
ganization to achieve mutual relief and
unity of effort, develop an integrated
plan and provide operational direction
and remove obstacles. This position is
critical to reenergizing the global com-
munity, refocusing attention on this
situation, and, most importantly, sav-
ing millions of lives.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | would urge
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle
to contact the U.N. directly and en-
courage them to adopt a strategy to
save the lives of the millions of women
and children that hang in the balance.
Attention by this Congress will send a
loud and clear message. Otherwise,
many of these 30 million or more will
die.

——

INDIANA’S NATIONAL GUARDSMEN
AND RESERVES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. HiLL) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, our Reserves
make up more than half of the Armed
Services. Clearly, they are a key part
of our national defense. As of today,
more than 175,000 National Guardsmen
and Reservists from all over our coun-
try have been called to active duty.
Much has been demanded of our Na-
tional Guardsmen and Reservists since
September of 2001, and much more will
surely be demanded of them as we
move forward, facing new threats, new
enemies, and new challenges.

These men and women are involved
in military operations ranging from
peacekeeping and humanitarian relief
to homeland defense and active com-
bat. Every day they work side-by-side
with those on active duty around the
world protecting Americans at home
and abroad. It is important to remem-
ber that these men and women, in an-
swering their call to duty, have left be-
hind spouses, children, parents, friends
and jobs. Nearly every community in
every State has been affected.

One such community happens to be
in my district, in Dubois County, Indi-
ana. It is the folks of Jasper who know
firsthand about the commitment of
these young people to our country.
Therefore, I am here on the floor today
to commend the service and sacrifice of
the men and women of Indiana’s 1st
Battalion and 152nd Infantry. These
National Guardsmen, known as ‘‘Pred-
ators,”” come from not only Jasper but
from many other towns in southern In-
diana.

This battalion has a rich 150-year his-
tory. They defended the Union in the
Civil War, they fought alongside our
European allies in both World Wars,
and now these Hoosier soldiers have
once again answered the call of duty in
a time of need. Nearly 650 of Jasper’s
finest are in Kuwait, and an additional
140 are preparing to depart.

Only one other National Guard unit
in the country, also from Indiana, has
sent more troops to Kuwait. The Jas-
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per soldiers are also a part of one of the
Nation’s 15 elite reserve units. These
elite units receive specialized training
to ensure that they are ready to move
rapidly to a war zone when needed.

I am proud that these men and
women work to both protect the State
of Indiana and, when asked, to defend
the national security interests of the
United States.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MUSGRAVE). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TANCREDO) is recognized for 5
minutes.

(Mr. TANCREDO addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

IN SUPPORT OF MEDICAL MAL-
PRACTICE AND INSURANCE RE-
FORM ACT OF 2003

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak-
er, as you know, | am a family physi-
cian, and | rise tonight to speak about
an issue that is critically important to
the viability of the health care system
in this country.

In addition to the impact of many
millions of uninsured on the reduced
viability of hospitals and quality
health services for every one and our
failure to make the proper investment
in the health of people of color and in
our rural areas, we have, for too long,
allowed our doctors and other pro-
viders to be crushed by high and ever-
increasing malpractice costs. If we con-
tinue this way, there will be no health
care for anyone, insured or uninsured.

This evening, | want to focus on the
malpractice crisis. On issues as com-
plex as this, it is impossible to apply a
single fix, yet that is what H.R. 5 at-
tempts to do. Its only remedy is the in-
stituting of a $250,000 cap on non-
economic damages, such as pain and
suffering, regardless of the number of
parties against whom the action is
brought. This cap is modeled after
MICRA, California’s Medical Injury
Compensation Reform Act, which has
clearly not worked.

In addition, underserved minorities,
children, and patients with low or no
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