March 12, 2003

Whereas increased awareness of the pro-
gram’s existence will encourage commu-
nities to establish Safe Places for the Na-
tion’s youth throughout the country: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) proclaims the week of March 16 through
March 23, 2003, as ‘‘National Safe Place
Week’’; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling upon the people of the
United States and interested groups to pro-
mote awareness of and volunteer involve-
ment in the Safe Place Programs, and to ob-
serve the week with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

—————

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY: A
NATIONAL DAY OF CELEBRA-
TION OF GREEK AND AMERICAN
DEMOCRACY

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 78, and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 78) designating March
25, 2003, as ‘‘Greek Independence Day: A Na-
tional Day of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy.”’

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to this matter be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 78) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 78

Whereas the ancient Greeks developed the
concept of democracy, in which the supreme
power to govern was vested in the people;

Whereas the Founding Fathers of the
United States drew heavily on the political
experience and philosophy of ancient Greece
in forming our representative democracy;

Whereas Greek Commander in Chief Petros
Mavromichalis, a founder of the modern
Greek state, said to the citizens of the
United States in 1821, ““it is in your land that
liberty has fixed her abode and . . . in imi-
tating you, we shall imitate our ancestors
and be thought worthy of them if we succeed
in resembling you™’;

Whereas Greece is 1 of only 3 nations in the
world, beyond the former British Empire,
that has been allied with the United States
in every major international conflict for
more than 100 years;

Whereas Greece played a major role in the
World War 11 struggle to protect freedom and
democracy through such bravery as was
shown in the historic Battle of Crete and in
presenting the Axis land war with its first
major setback, setting off a chain of events
that significantly affected the outcome of
World War I1;
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Whereas the price for Greece in holding our
common values in their region was high, as
hundreds of thousands of civilians were
killed in Greece during the World War 11 pe-
riod;

Whereas President George W. Bush, in rec-
ognizing Greek Independence Day on March
25, 2002, said, ‘“‘Greece and America have been
firm allies in the great struggles for liberty.
Americans will always remember Greek her-
oism and Greek sacrifice for the sake of free-
dom . . . [and] as the 21st Century dawns,
Greece and America once again stand united;
this time in the fight against terrorism. The
United States deeply appreciates the role
Greece is playing in the war against terror .
. . . America and Greece are strong allies,
and we’re strategic partners.”’;

Whereas Greece is a stabilizing force by
virtue of its political and economic power in
the volatile Balkan region and is one of the
fastest growing economies in Europe;

Whereas on January 1, 2003, Greece took
over the Presidency of the European Union
for the fourth time since it joined the Union
in 1981 with the message of ‘““Our Europe:
Sharing the Future in a Community of Val-
ues’’;

Whereas Greece, through excellent work
and cooperation with United States and
international law enforcement agencies, re-
cently arrested key members of the Novem-
ber 17 terrorist organization;

Whereas President Bush stated that
Greece’s ‘‘successful law enforcement oper-
ations against a terrorist organization [No-
vember 17] responsible for three decades of
terrorist attacks underscore the important
contributions Greece is making to the global
war on terrorism”’;

Whereas Greece’s unprecedented Olympic
security effort, including a record-setting ex-
penditure of over $600,000,000 and the utiliza-
tion of a 7-member Olympic Security Advi-
sory Group which includes the United
States, will contribute to a safe and secure
environment for staging the 2004 Olympic
Games in Athens, Greece;

Whereas Greece, geographically located in
a region where Christianity meets Islam and
Judaism, maintains excellent relations with
Muslim nations and Israel;

Whereas Greece has had extraordinary suc-
cess in recent years in furthering cross-cul-
tural understanding and reducing tensions
between Greece and Turkey;

Whereas Greece and the United States are
at the forefront of the effort for freedom, de-
mocracy, peace, stability, and human rights;

Whereas those and other ideals have forged
a close bond between our 2 nations and their
peoples;

Whereas March 25, 2003, marks the 182nd
anniversary of the beginning of the revolu-
tion that freed the Greek people from the
Ottoman Empire; and

Whereas it is proper and desirable to cele-
brate with the Greek people and to reaffirm
the democratic principles from which our 2
great nations were born: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 25, 2003, as ‘‘Greek
Independence Day: A National Day of Cele-
bration of Greek and American Democracy’’;
and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation calling on the people of the
United States to observe the day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.

——————

NATIONAL GIRL SCOUT WEEK
Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 79, and

S3643

the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 79) designating the
week of March 9 through March 15, 2003, as
“National Girl Scout Week.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, |
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments relating to this matter be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 79) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 79

Whereas March 12 is the anniversary of the
founding of the Girl Scouts of the United
States of America;

Whereas by fostering in girls and young
women the qualities on which the strength
of the United States depends, the Girls
Scouts has significantly contributed to the
advancement of the United States;

Whereas the Girl Scouts is the preeminent
organization for girls, dedicated to inspiring
girls and young women to become model
citizens in their communities with the high-
est ideals of character, conduct, and service
to others;

Whereas the Girls Scouts, through its pres-
tigious program, offers girls ages 5 through
17 a wealth of opportunities to develop
strong values and skills that serve girls well
into adulthood; and

Whereas on March 16, 1950, the Girl Scouts
became the first national organization for
girls to be granted a Federal charter by Con-
gress: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of March 9 through
March 15, 2003, as ‘‘National Girl Scout
Week’’; and

(2) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation desighating such week as ‘““National
Girl Scout Week’ and calling on the people
of the United States to observe the anniver-
sary of the Girl Scouts of the United States
of America with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 607

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, | un-
derstand that S. 607 introduced earlier
today by Senators ENSIGN and GREGG,
and others, is at the desk, and I ask for
its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 607) to improve patient access to
health care services and provide improved
medical care by reducing the excessive bur-
den the liability system places on the health
care delivery system.

Mr. SANTORUM. Mr. President, |
ask for its second reading and object to
the second reading on this matter.
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