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IN RECOGNITION OF COVER THE
UNINSURED WEEK

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2003

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a very important initiative
that will bring national attention to a severe
and growing problem—the uninsured in Amer-
ica.

The sheer number and variety of organiza-
tions involved in Cover the Uninsured Week
show that the consequences of this problem
touch our entire society. Every community,
every hospital, every caregiver, every tax-
payer, and every individual in our country has
a stake in addressing this issue.

New reports that suggest that 75 million
Americans lacked insurance for all or part of
2001 and 2002 only give this issue increased
urgency. It is easier from a public policy per-
spective to look at one piece of the puzzle—
for example, how urban hospitals struggle to
provide uncompensated care, how families
struggle when they have a disabled child or
how small business struggle to offer health in-
surance to their employees. But the problem is
broader, and it is clearer than ever that allow-
ing Americans to remain uninsured negatively
affects our nation’s health status, access to
care and even our financial security.

Since coming to Congress, | have made ad-
dressing this issue one of my primary goals. |
am working in particular with my colleagues in
the Blue Dog Caucus to address the group
with the highest uninsured population—em-
ployees of small businesses. | am working on
legislation to provide tax credits for small em-
ployers who offer health insurance. | know this
is just one piece of the puzzle of the unin-
sured, but | think that if we can sustain the
momentum created by Cover the Uninsured
Week and utilize the expertise of the broad
array of organizations that have come together
to bring this issue to the forefront, we can put
the pieces together and make a difference for
all uninsured Americans.

————

REMOTE SENSING APPLICATIONS
ACT OF 2003

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2003

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today
I am introducing the Remote Sensing Applica-
tions Act of 2003. | am very pleased that my
colleague Representative CHIP PICKERING of
Mississippi is joining me as an original co-
sponsor of this bill.

| introduced this bill as H.R. 2426 in the
107th Congress, and the House—though not
the Senate—passed it last year. I'm eager to
work with my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle in this Congress to see my legislation
through to passage in both chambers.

| introduced this bill in the 107th Congress
mainly to address a real problem we have in
Colorado, the problem of excess growth and
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sprawl. My goal was to point to a way to uti-
lize the resources of the federal government to
help foster wise community planning and man-
agement at the local level. As a member of
the House Science Committee and the Space
and Aeronautics Subcommittee, it made sense
to me to look for ways to help communities
grow in a smarter way through the use of
technology.

| have reintroduced the bill in this Congress
because | still believe we need to do more to
promote geospatial technology. Geospatial
data from satellites can produce very accurate
maps that show information about vegetation,
wildlife habitat, flood plains, transportation cor-
ridors, soil types, and many other things.

By giving state and local governments and
communities greater access to geospatial data
from commercial sources and federal agencies
such as NASA, | believe that the federal gov-
ernment can help bring valuable—and power-
ful—informational planning resources to the
table.

My bill would facilitate this transfer of infor-
mation. The bill would establish in NASA a
program of grants for competitively awarded
pilot projects. The purpose would be to ex-
plore the integrated use of sources of remote
sensing and other geospatial information to
address state, local, regional, and tribal agen-
cy needs.

State and local governments and commu-
nities can use geospatial information in a vari-
ety of applications—in such areas as urban
land-use planning, coastal zone management
and erosion control, transportation corridors,
environmental planning, and agricultural and
forest management.

But another potential application that has
garnered much recent attention is the use of
geospatial technology to bolster our homeland
security.

Emergency management has always been
an important responsibility of state and local
governments. But in the aftermath of the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attacks, the scope of this
responsibility has broadened. Geospatial tech-
nology can help states and localities identify
the location, nature, and scope of potential
vulnerabilities and the impact of potential haz-
ards, as well as how to respond to events and
recover from them.

Certainly it is important that we continue to
add to our database of available geospatial in-
formation—more information is always better
than less. But we also need to get maximum
use of information we already have at hand.
That is the need this bill would address.

State and local officials are becoming more
familiar with the uses of geospatial technology
for various planning purposes. However, there
is a need for federal agencies such as NASA,
which has been pioneering the uses of sat-
ellite remote sensing technologies, to work
with state and local organizations to dem-
onstrate  how remote sensing and other
geospatial data can offer a cost effective plan-
ning and assessment tool.

I'm pleased there was broad bipartisan co-
sponsorship of the bill in the last Congress
and that it earned the endorsement of a num-
ber of important national organizations. These
supporters of my bill understand the impor-
tance of targeting geospatial information at the
places where it will have the greatest impact—
the local and regional levels.
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The Remote Sensing Applications Act can
help begin to bridge the gap between estab-
lished and emerging technology solutions and
the problems and challenges that state and
local communities face regarding growth man-
agement, homeland security, forest fire man-
agement, and other issues.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will be welcomed by
states and localities nationwide. | look forward
to working with Representative PICKERING and
other Members of the House, including my
colleagues on the Science Committee, to
move forward with this important initiative.

——————

HONORING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
SHELTERS IN THE 9TH DISTRICT
OF OHIO

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2003

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, Women'’s His-
tory Month is celebrated during the month of
March in the United States and around the
world. Last week Members of Congress par-
ticipated in Domestic Violence Awareness
Week on Capitol Hill in partnership with Life-
time Television to raise awareness of the
issues surrounding domestic violence, and ad-
dress possible solutions.

Domestic Violence is one of the most critical
public health issues facing women and chil-
dren today, and its impact is felt by every
member of our society. Domestic Violence is
not just a women’s issue. Domestic Violence
touches the lives of men, women and chil-
dren—affecting the entire family structure in
our country.

| would like to take the time this month to
honor the domestic violence shelters in my
district—the 9th District of Ohio for the serv-
ices they provide daily to individuals coping
with domestic violence. The YWCA Battered
Women’s Shelter in Toledo, OH, the Family
House in Toledo, OH, the Safe Harbour Do-
mestic Violence Shelter in Sandusky, OH, and
Ottawa County Transitional Housing in Port
Clinton, OH. All four of the mentioned organi-
zations serve women and children on the front
lines. The staff members of the shelters are
the individuals that hear the stories, and pro-
vide services to people in need. The statistics
are real, and the issue of domestic violence
must be kept at the forefront of domestic pol-
icy debates locally and nationally.

The YWCA Battered Women's Shelter in
Toledo serves the area of Lucas County and
offers emergency short-term housing and
counseling for battered women and their chil-
dren. The Family House in Toledo serves
Lucas County and is a short-term emergency
shelter for homeless families, offering sup-
portive services through a family case man-
ager. Ottawa County Transitional Housing in
Port Clinton is a long term homeless shelter
for women and children. The shelter serves
people in Erie and Ottawa counties offering
supportive services to families.

| sincerely thank all of the individuals that
work for these important organizations, serving
our community, and the people of the 9th Dis-
trict of Ohio daily. Onward.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF ERNIE
MILLS

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2003

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker,
New Mexico lost a legend recently. Ernie Mills,
the dean of New Mexico's political reporters,
died from pneumonia on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 26 in Santa Fe. Ernie’'s career and New
Mexico politics were synonymous. There was
probably no one else in Santa Fe who knew
more about how New Mexico politics worked.
Governors, senators, and representatives and
a host of elected officials from across the state
knew that Ernie and his “little birdies” had the
scoop on what was really happening in the
state’s political arena.

Ernie first came to New Mexico in 1957
when he became editor of the Gallup Inde-
pendent. He had started his journalism career
in New York where he worked for New York
Herald Tribune. In 1958, he became the Cap-
itol Bureau Chief for the Albuguerque Journal.
He later opened his own public relations con-
sulting firm in Santa Fe and Albuquerque, and
was president of the New Mexico Chapter of
the Public Relations Society of America.

In 1968-69, Ernie covered the activities of
New Mexico servicemen in Vietham during
two tours of duty. During his tours of Vietnam,
he also handed television coverage of the
fighting there, first for KOB-TV and later for
KOAT-TV.

Ernie was probably best known for his par-
ticipation in one of New Mexico’s largest news
stories: the 1980 prison riot in Santa Fe. Riot-
ing inmates requested that Ernie—and no one
else—be allowed into the prison to negotiate a
settlement with them. Fifteen hostages were
released after his participation, all unharmed.
Thirty-three inmates died in the bloody con-
frontation.

Ernie’s career was devoted to his syn-
dicated newspaper columns and radio and tel-
evision shows. He produced a daily radio
commentary Dateline New Mexico that was
carried by more than 20 radio stations state-
wide. He also had a weekly television show
entitled Report from Santa Fe that had been
produced by KENW-TV in Portales, and that
had aired for more than 27 years.

He received numerous awards during his
career, including Broadcaster of the Year in
1995 from the New Mexico Broadcasters As-
sociation. The same organization also honored
him for Special Reporting, Best News Cov-
erage, Best Editorial Writing and Radio News-
man of the Year.

Ernie Mills is gone, but his impact on New
Mexico will be with us forever. He will be re-
membered for his sense of fair play, his bal-
anced reporting, his unwillingness to report in
something without first making sure of his
facts, even if it meant that he was not the first
to break the news. He always said it right.

Yes, he will be remembered for his “little
birdies,” his “gatos flacos,” his “wall-leaners,”
and his interviews that kept his guests strug-
gling to keep up with him. And we won't forget
the “train wrecks,” even if we don’t remember
what they were about. We will remember the
man who gave his heart to all New Mexico.
There was never a time that Ernie did not put
people first. It was their hearts that he was
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about. When asked about running for office,
Ernie was fond of saying, “I'd like to run for of-
fice, but | wouldn't want to serve.” It was
Ernie’s way of saying how much he loved
being close to the people.

A memorial service for Ernie will be held on
St. Patrick's Day in the State Capitol. He
would have loved this. He was proud of his
Irish heritage and it is fitting that he be re-
membered in the center of New Mexico’s polit-
ical world in Santa Fe.

Mr. Speaker, no one can ever replace Ernie
Mills. His brand of journalism was unique and
exclusively his own. More importantly, Ernie
took people under his wing, to love, guide and
protect. His heart was bigger than all New
Mexico. On behalf of all who knew him, | can
confidently say that we will sincerely miss him.
| feel as though | have lost a real friend, and
| extend my deepest sympathies to his wife
Lorene and his children, Joy, Ken, Eddie, and
Margaret.

———

BEECH GROVE GIRLS
CHAMPIONSHIP

HON. JULIA CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 2003

Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to congratulate Beech Grove High School, lo-
cated in the seventh Congressional District, on
winning the Indiana State Girls Basketball
Final. The Beech Grove Hornets beat St. Jo-
seph’s from South Bend, IN, 63-45.

Congratulations to Coach Dawn McNew
who led the Beech Grove Hornets to a 27-1
record. | also want to congratulate her players
whose teamwork implemented her system so
well: Katie Gearlds, Emily Ringham, Joy
Cromley, Stephanie Durbin, Clara Harris, Katie
Ringham, Mandy Seward, Nicole Helfrich,
Patty Collins, Maria Combs, Katie Lamping,
and Jenni Moore.

The Hornets’ stellar performance is an ex-
ample of the benefits of superb teamwork and
sportsmanship.

Beech Grove defeated North Harrison,
Ramsey, IN, to advance to the Girls State
Finals. The State Finals were played at
Conseco Fieldhouse on Saturday, March 8th.

Beech Grove won its first state title, led by
Hornets player Katie Gearlds, who scored a
3A title-record of 33 points. Katie, who has a
scholarship to Purdue University, finished the
season with 2,521 points, placing her fourth in
state career scoring in Indiana.

This exceptional win by the Hornets is a
perfect example why Title IX should remain as
it is. Title IX has allowed the number of fe-
males participating in interscholastic sports to
increase from 300,000 in 1971 to approxi-
mately 2.4 million in present day.

Congratulations to the Beech Grove Hor-
nets! You have made us proud!

March 13, 2003

COMMEMORATING 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF HISTORIC RESCUE OF
50,000 BULGARIAN JEWS FROM
THE HOLOCAUST

SPEECH OF

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker,
during the Holocaust, the Jews of Europe
were subjected to persecution and, ultimately,
targeted for total genocide—not only by for-
eign occupiers, but also at the hands of erst-
while friends and even their own governments.
In the face of this atrocity, Bulgaria stands out
for protecting its indigenous Jewish population
from the evil machinery of the Holocaust. De-
spite official allied status with Nazi Germany,
Bulgarian leaders, religious figures, intellec-
tuals and average citizens resisted pressure
from the Nazis to deport Bulgarian Jews to
certain death in the concentration camps of
Eastern Europe. Thanks to the compassion
and courage of broad sectors of Bulgarian so-
ciety, approximately 50,000 Jews survived the
Holocaust.

Once an ally of Nazi Germany in March
1941, the Bulgarian Government and Par-
liament came under pressure from the Nazi
regime and enacted legislation severely cur-
tailing the rights of the Jewish population. In
February 1943, a secret meeting between, Hit-
ler's envoy to Bulgaria, and Bulgaria's
Commissar on Jewish Affairs, established a
timetable for exporting to Germany the Jews
in Aegean Thrace and Macedonia, territories
then under Bulgarian administration, and de-
portation of Jews from Bulgarian cities. The
deportations were to begin on March 9, 1943.

Trains and boats to be used in the deporta-
tions were in place, and assembly points in
Poland had already been selected when word
of the plans was leaked. Almost immediately,
43 members of the Bulgarian Parliament led
by Deputy Speaker Dimiter Peshev signed a
petition to condemn this action. This, coupled
with widespread public outcry from active citi-
zens, political and professional organizations,
intellectuals, and prominent leaders of the Bul-
garian Orthodox Church, led the Minster of the
Interior to stay the deportation orders. Later
that month, Peshev again took a bold step in
drafting a letter, signed by members of the rul-
ing coalition, which condemned the possible
deportation of Jews, calling this an
“inadmissable act” with “grave moral con-
sequences.”

In May 1943, the plan for deportation of the
Bulgarian Jews was finally aborted. King Boris
Il resisted Nazi pressure to advance the plan,
arguing that the Jews were an essential com-
ponent of the workforce. While some 20,000
Jews from Sofia were then sent to work
camps in the countryside for the remainder of
the war and subjected to squalid conditions,
they nevertheless survived.

Tragically, there was no such reversal of
fate for the estimated 11,000 Jews from Ae-
gean Thrace and Macedonia, who did not
have the protection afforded by Bulgarian citi-
zenship. Already driven from their homes in
March 1943, these individuals were trans-
ported through Bulgarian territory to the Nazi
death camps. Madam Speaker, this month
marks the 60th anniversary of Bulgarian resist-
ance to the Holocaust. The people of Bulgaria
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