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We have told the government of Tur-
key that we will not support an inde-
pendent Kurdistan, despite the fact
that the Kurdish people in Iraq already
have a high degree of US-supported au-
tonomy and have even completed work
on their own constitution. Do we send
in our troops again to keep Iraq
united?

Post-War Afghanistan is not exactly
the best precedent for building democ-
racy in Iraq. Sixteen months after the
fall of the Taliban government in Af-
ghanistan, President Hamid Karzai is
still referred to as ‘‘the Mayor of
Kabul”’—because of the weak and frag-
ile hold of his government on the rest
of the nation. Warlords are in control
of much of the countryside. The Af-
ghan-Pakistani border is an area of an-
archy—and ominous al-Qaida cells.

The TU.S. military is far from
equipped to handle the challenge of
meeting the needs of a post-Saddam
Iraq. Our government must have a plan
in place to care for the population. Yet
we have heard little from the adminis-
tration on how they intend to meet
this obligation. To succeed in winning
the peace, we will need the help and
support of the international commu-
nity. That is afar less likely to happen
if we do not have the international
community with us the start.

Before the President makes the final
fateful decision to go to war in Iraq,
his administration must answer each of
these just war questions much more
convincingly than they have so far.
The American people are waiting for
the answers. The entire world is wait-
ing for the answers.

We are no at a major cross-road in
our history. The 9/11 attrocities has
forced us all to think profoundly about
what is great in America. All through
our shock and grief, the people’s cour-
age never failed. 9/11 was one of the Na-
tion’s saddest hours, but the response
was one of our finest hours.

That hour must not be lost. It can
mark the beginning of a new era of
common purpose—a return to policies
which truly reflect America’s values, a
return to the genuine pursuit of jus-
tice. The unselfishness we saw in 2001
must not give way to selfishness in
2003. The noble caring for one another
that we celebrated then must not be
succeeded now by a retreat from our
ideals.

Yes, our country is strong but it can
be stronger—not just in the power we
hold, but in the promise we fulfill of a
nation that truly does make better the
life of the world. If we rededicate our-
selves to that great goal, our achieve-
ments will reverberate around the
globe, and America will be admired
anew for what it must be now, in this
new time, more than ever—‘‘the last,
best hope of earth.”

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.
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Mrs. DOLE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

TRIBUTE TO INTELLIGENCE
SERVICES

Mrs. DOLE. Madam President, I rise
to pay tribute to the excellent work of
our intelligence services in capturing
Khalid Shaikh Mohammed. This is a
major triumph in the war on terror.
Our officers from the Central Intel-
ligence Agency and Federal Bureau of
Investigation, the National Security
Agency, and their counterparts in the
Pakistani and intelligence services are
to be highly commended.

Let there be no doubt, capturing Mo-
hammed is a big deal. He has a long
and bloody history. He has been impli-
cated in the 1993 bombing of the Twin
Towers. He played a major role in plans
to hijack airliners in Asia and crash
them into the sea. He may well have
been a leader in the attack on the USS
Cole, an attack that killed 17 United
States sailors and wounded 39 others.
He has been implicated in the attacks
on the United States embassies in
Kenya and Tanzania which killed hun-
dreds and wounded thousands. And he
planned the attacks of September 11.

It is not just attacks against Ameri-
cans. He is now wanted by our friends,
the Australians, for questioning in con-
nection with the recent bombings in
Bali which killed hundreds of those
citizens. There has even been a warrant
issued by our reluctant allies in France
for his role in the bombing of a syna-
gogue that Kkilled a French citizen.

Those are the horrible acts of his
past that we know about. By capturing
Mohammed, what devastating plots
have our intelligence services pre-
vented? Hopefully, as they start to
learn more from Mohammed, they will
also be able to thwart future attacks.

Another possibility is that those who
would engage in such acts will realize
their secrets may now be compromised
and, hopefully, they will abandon their
plans.

Not only did we get Mohammed,
their operations planner, we also got
Hawsawi, their chief financier. The 9/11
terrorists sent their left-over money to
Hawsawi. By taking him out of the al-
Qaida operations, we have damaged
their ability to move money into ter-
rorists” hands. This should hamper
their ability to launch any currently
planned operations.

I want to thank our intelligence serv-
ices for the work they do. Yes, there
have been mistakes in the past, and
there will be human failures in the fu-
ture. But when we learn of their vic-
tories, they should be thanked. That
thanks comes with the knowledge that
there must be many more instances
where we have been protected and
there was no public acclaim for these
servants of the public. Frankly, with-
out the publicity surrounding this
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case, we might never have known all
the agencies that contributed to the
captures.

The Central Intelligence Agency and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation do
not watch after us alone. We should be
thankful for the hard work of the men
and women of the Defense Intelligence
Agency, the National Security Agency,
and the National Reconnaissance Of-
fice. They and others are working
around the clock to defend us in the
war on terror.

It is not just our intelligence agen-
cies that should be thanked. It was our
friends in Pakistan who discovered Mo-
hammed, who arrested him, who turned
him over. President Musharraf has con-
tinued his strong support for the war
on terror, and we must continue to
work with allies such as Pakistan to
eradicate terrorism.

Yes, this is a great win in the war on
terror, but it was not a victory. We
may never actually realize when we
have achieved victory; for the men and
women who make our intelligence sys-
tem work will have to continue their
vigilance, that quiet and all too often
unheralded vigilance.

Madam President, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the
Senator withhold her suggestion of the
absence of a quorum?

Mrs. DOLE. I withhold.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. I ask consent to speak
in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are in
morning business.

———

IRAQ

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President,
there is an interesting turn of events.
Those who were looking for a debate on
the war in Iraq had best turn to C-
SPAN and witness the question period
in London before the British House of
Commons. I have been watching it. It
is a fascinating debate.

Tony Blair is defending his position
in support of the United States. His
own party is divided. The conservatives
support him. The questioning is very
tough. In the course of defending his
position, some important questions are
being asked and answered in the Brit-
ish House of Commons.

If you would expect the same thing
here in the U.S. Congress, you might be
surprised or disappointed to learn it is
not taking place. What is taking place
is speeches on the floor by individual
Senators. Today, I have seen Senator
BYRD of West Virginia, Senator DAY-
TON of Minnesota, Senator KENNEDY of
Massachusetts. Others have come to
the floor to speak about the war in
Iraq. But there has literally been no
active debate on this issue on Capitol
Hill, in the United States of America,
since last October.

The reason, of course, is that last Oc-
tober we enacted a use of force resolu-
tion which virtually gave to the Presi-
dent of the United States the authority
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