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Yet, this support for the effort is accom-

panied by a deep sense of anxiety and con-
cern. Mr. Speaker, nobody wants war. 

The death, destruction and misery of war 
are things that we should never ignore and we 
cannot forget. When our troops are called to 
defend our nation and international peace, we 
do so with a heavy heart but strong con-
fidence that we will prevail.

While I remain unequivocal in my support of 
these men and women, I am deeply dis-
appointed that the House Republican leader-
ship has chosen to bring forward such a divi-
sive resolution to the floor. Unlike our col-
leagues in the Senate, who passed a non-
controversial and bipartisan resolution in their 
chamber earlier this evening, the House Re-
publican leadership has chosen to craft a res-
olution with some provisions that are troubling. 
It is clear that even during a war, the Speaker 
and his team will continue to play political 
games. 

It is obvious that Republican leaders are 
hoping that by including contentious language 
they can break apart the unity that I believe 
the House has for our troops. Despite some of 
my concerns over some of this maneuvering, 
my support of our New Mexico men and 
women and the ones they have left behind far 
outweighs that. 

My thoughts and prayers are with our armed 
forces personnel and their families. At this 
time of national crisis, our troops and their 
families must know that their nation is behind 
them, they are forever our heroes, and they 
have our full support. 

I also want to reassure our future veterans 
that I will continue to work throughout my ten-
ure in Congress to maintain and expand the 
benefits that they and their families have 
earned. The beneflts these men and women 
earn are but a small gesture of repayment for 
sacrifices and courage that can never be 
quantified. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope this conflict is over as 
quickly as possible, with the least number of 
casualties on both sides. I yearn for nothing 
more than a peaceful and prosperous future 
for America, Iraq, and the entire world.
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Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, Audrey Yvette 
Wall Augustus was born on November 3, 
1956, at Saint Agnes Hospital in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. She departed this life and en-
tered into eternal rest on Saturday, March 1, 
2003, with her loving, devoted husband hold-
ing her hand. Audrey was the eldest child born 
to Richmond Wall, Jr. and Lydia Thomas Wall. 

‘‘Little Audrey’’, as she was affectionately 
known, was named after her father’s sister. 
When she was two years old, the family 
moved to Washington, DC. Audrey was edu-
cated in the District of Columbia and Prince 
Georges County Public School Systems. She 
graduated from Largo High School in 1975. 
Following in the footsteps of her mother, Lydia 
and her Godmother, Nurry, Audrey became a 
‘‘Bennett Belle’’ when she enrolled at Bennett 
College in Greensboro, North Carolina. In the 

Spring of 1977, she pledged Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Incorporated. She established 
a legacy of love, strength, endurance, pa-
tience, courage and enthusiasm and became 
a beacon of light for all to follow. In 1979, Au-
drey graduated from Bennett College with a 
degree in Early Childhood Education and a 
minor in Library Science. Her love for children 
was evident in her everyday life, and her 
home was always a popular gathering place 
for them. 

Audrey joined the United States Capitol Po-
lice Department on October 5, 1981, and 
achieved the rank of Private First Class (PFC). 
As an educator, she sought and became an 
instructor in the Capitol Police Training Acad-
emy in August 1991, thru June 2001. She 
taught over 1,000 of the men and women that 
currently protect and serve the United States 
Congress today. She shared her enthusiasm 
and gave of herself until her untimely death. 

Audrey leaves to cherish her memory: her 
husband Kevin A. Augustus; also a Capitol 
Police Officer since, February 21, 1978. 
Daughters, Ashli Kai-Leen Jordan, Aysha 
Monaye Jordan; son Kevin A. Augustus, Jr.; 
parents, Richmond Wall Jr. and Lydia T. Wall; 
sister, Adrienne M. Wall; brother, Richmond 
Wall, Jr.; aunts, June Swindell (Richard), 
Norma Haywood (David L), Audrey Wall, 
Nurry Johnson (John), Mary Jeffries and Bes-
sie Morgan (Ed); cousins, Denise Brown 
(Freddie) and Marielle Posey (Derrick); sister-
in-law, Bonnie Claggett; father-in-law, Alfred A. 
Augustus; nephews, Derek Augustus and Mi-
chael ‘‘Mikey’’ Claggett; niece Joy Peterson; 
devoted friends and guardian angles; Liz Har-
ris, LaMont Lewis, Anita Stoddard, Sherri Mor-
gan, Beverly Davis, JoAnne Morgan; and 
Godsisters, Kimberley Scott and Mischelle 
Corbin. 

To all who were blessed to know her, Au-
drey will be remembered as the kindest, most 
gentle soul.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Barbara Kelly who was re-
cently awarded the Humanitarian Award from 
the Millbury Democratic Committee. Mrs. Kelly 
was chosen for her active work for the Demo-
cratic Party and her continuous dedication to 
its principles. 

Mrs. Kelly is a close friend of mine, and she 
has helped out on my campaigns for Con-
gress. She is also a dedicated supporter of 
the party and a salient activist for the core 
principles the party represents. She had dem-
onstrated her willingness and commitment by 
volunteering much of her time to tedious cam-
paign work. 

In addition to her work for the Democratic 
Party, Mrs. Kelly has been a leading advocate 
for social causes. She is active in the fight for 
access to health care. She is a leading voice 
on behalf of our senior citizens. Specifically, 
Mrs. Kelly has looked for ways to lessen the 
tax burden that plagues our seniors. She has 
fought for single payer health insurance. Mrs. 
Kelly has worked hard to lower the cost of 
prescription drugs. 

In addition to her work in the Democratic 
Party, Mrs. Kelly is active in many local orga-
nizations. She served as president of MSAC, 
the Massachusetts Senior Action Council and 
received its ‘‘Unsung Hero Award.’’ Mrs. Kelly 
is currently a member of the Women’s Club; 
she has worked with Alzheimer’s patients; she 
is a senior companion; and she is active in St. 
Brigid’s and St. John’s parishes. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to call Mrs. Kelly 
a friend. I am confident that the entire U.S. 
House of Representatives joins me in con-
gratulating her for a lifetime of service.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, on February 13, 
2003, I was unavoidably absent for two rollcall 
votes, due to the death of a family member. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall votes 31 (Obey motion to re-
commit on H.J. Res. 2), and 32 (Final Pas-
sage of the Conference Report to Accompany 
H.J. Res. 2, the Fiscal Year 2003 Omnibus 
Appropriations Bill).
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Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, as a member 
of the Hellenic Caucus, I rise to register my 
dismay that negotiations between the Presi-
dent of Cyprus, Tassos Papadopoulos, and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash on a 
United Nations settlement plan to reunite Cy-
prus ended two weeks ago without a final out-
come. 

Mr. Denktash has put most of the blame on 
his own shoulders for this lost opportunity. By 
not allowing the Turkish Cypriots to vote on 
the U.S. settlement plan by a referendum, Mr. 
Denktash has made the decision for the Turk-
ish Cypriots that they will not live under the 
European Union’s laws or reap its economic 
benefits. Mr. Denktash should not just look at 
this as a personal matter, or even as a dispute 
between Turkey and Greece, but should rather 
take into consideration what is the right 
choicer for the people of Cyprus. 

As may other members have expressed, I 
do not want the recent reunification talks, the 
fourth attempt since the Turkish invasion of 
Northern Cyprus in 1974, to end in an im-
passe. The U.S. settlement cleared a path for 
all of Cyprus to unite once again, to share in 
the European Union’s prosperity, and to end 
military zones. Now with just the Republic of 
Cyprus poised and ready for membership into 
the EU in 2004, a deeper divide between the 
two sides may grow without a push for future 
negotiations. 

The United States must continue its role in 
supporting negotiations so that there is still po-
tential for all of Cyprus to join the EU. Con-
sequently, I recently sent a letter to President 
Bush asking that we continue to encourage re-
unification negotiations in Cyprus. Although 
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