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extend that Act; to the Committee on Indian
Affairs.

By Mr. HAGEL (for himself and Mr.
NELSON of Nebraska):

S. 703. A bill to designate the regional
headquarters building for the National Park
Service under construction in Omaha, Ne-
braska, as the “Carl T. Curtis National Park
Service Midwest Regional Headquarters
Building"; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. WAR-
NER, and Mr. McCAIN):

S. 704. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to increase the amount of the
death gratuity payable with respect to de-
ceased members of the Armed Forces; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. MCcCAIN (for himself, Mr.
GRAHAM of South Carolina, and Mr.
ALLEN):

S. 705. A bill to amend title 37, United
States Code, to alleviate delay in the pay-
ment of the Selected Reserve reenlistment
bonus to members of Selected Reserve who
are mobilized; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. MCcCAIN (for himself, Mr.
GRAHAM of South Carolina, and Mr.
ALLEN):

S. 706. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide Survivor Benefit
Plan annuities for surviving spouses of Re-
serves not eligible for retirement who die
from a cause incurred or aggravated while on
inactive-duty training; to the Committee on
Armed Services.

By Mr. LUGAR:

S. 707. A bill to amend section 527 of the
Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal
Years 1994 and 1995 to require that certain
claims for expropriation by the Government
of Nicaragua meet certain requirements for
purposes of prohibition on foreign assistance
to that government; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

——————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. NELSON of Florida (for himself
and Mr. ALLEN):

S. Res. 97. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate regarding the arrests of
Cuban democracy activists by the Cuban
Government; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. SMITH (for himself and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. Con. Res. 29. A concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress regarding
semiconductor trade between the United
States and the Republic of Korea and the
need to assure that United States trade ac-
tions do not result in geopolitical tensions or
United States job losses; to the Committee
on Finance.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 15

At the request of Mr. GREGG, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 15, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to provide for the payment
of compensation for certain individuals
with injuries resulting from the admin-
istration of smallpox countermeasures,
to provide protections and counter-
measures against chemical, radio-
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logical, or nuclear agents that may be
used in a terrorist attack against the
United States, and to improve immuni-
zation rates by increasing the distribu-
tion of vaccines and improving and
clarifying the vaccine injury com-
pensation program.
S. 59
At the request of Mr. INOUYE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Mr. DAYTON) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 59, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to permit former members
of the Armed Forces who have a serv-
ice-connected disability rated as total
to travel on military aircraft in the
same manner and to the same extent as
retired members of the Armed Forces
are entitled to travel on such aircraft.
S. 1711
At the request of Mr. DAYTON, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
171, a bill to amend the title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to provide pay-
ment to medicare ambulance suppliers
of the full costs of providing such serv-
ices, and for other purposes.
S. 220
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
220, a bill to reinstate and extend the
deadline for commencement of con-
struction of a hydroelectric project in
the State of Illinois.
S. 338
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 338, a bill to protect the flying
public’s safety and security by requir-
ing that the air traffic control system
remain a Government function.
S. 384
At the request of Mr. REID, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) and the Senator from
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added
as cosponsors of S. 384, a bill to amend
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
prevent corporate expatriation to avoid
United States income taxes.
S. 460
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
ENSIGN) and the Senator from Texas
(Mr. CORNYN) were added as cosponsors
of S. 460, a bill to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to authorize
appropriations for fiscal years 2004
through 2010 to carry out the State
Criminal Alien Assistance Program.
S. 480
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 480, a bill to provide competi-
tive grants for training court reporters
and closed captioners to meet require-
ments for realtime writers under the
Telecommunications Act of 1996, and
for other purposes.
S. 518
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as a co-
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sponsor of S. 518, a bill to increase the
supply of pancreatic islet cells for re-
search, to provide better coordination
of Federal efforts and information on
islet cell transplantation, and to col-
lect the data necessary to move islet
cell transplantation from an experi-
mental procedure to a standard ther-
apy.
S. 595
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
595, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the required
use of certain principal repayments on
mortgage subsidy bond financings to
redeem bonds, to modify the purchase
price limitation under mortgage sub-
sidy bond rules based on median family
income, and for other purposes.
S. 645
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
names of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. CorzINE) and the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW) were added
as cosponsors of S. 645, a bill to amend
the Public Works and Economic Devel-
opment Act of 1965 to provide assist-
ance to communities for the redevelop-
ment of brownfield sites.
S. 646
At the request of Mr. CORZINE, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. LAUTENBERG) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 646, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to ex-
pand and improve coverage of mental
health services under the medicare pro-
gram.
S. 664
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
664, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently ex-
tend the research credit, to increase
the rates of the alternative incre-
mental credit, and to provide an alter-
native simplified credit for qualified
research expenses.
S. 678
At the request of Mr. AKAKA, the
names of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) and the Senator from South
Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were added as
cosponsors of S. 678, a bill to amend
chapter 10 of title 39, United States
Code, to include postmasters and post-
masters organizations in the process
for the development and planning of

certain policies, schedules, and pro-
grams, and for other purposes.

S. 679
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the

name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
GRAHAM) was added as a cosponsor of S.
679, a bill to provide reliable officers,
technology, education, community
prosecutors, and training in our neigh-
borhoods.
S.J. RES. 3

At the request of Mr. McCAIN, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mr. SUNUNU) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 3, a joint resolu-
tion expressing the sense of Congress
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with respect to human rights in Cen-
tral Asia.
s.J. RES. 8
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
names of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) and the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) were
added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 8, a
joint resolution expressing the sense of
Congress with respect to raising aware-
ness and encouraging prevention of
sexual assault in the United States and
supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Sexual Assault Awareness and
Prevention Month.
s.J. RES. 8
At the request of Mr. BROWNBACK, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 8, supra.
S. CON. RES. 7
At the request of Mr. CAMPBELL, the
names of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mr. NELSON), the Senator from Alaska
(Ms. MURKOwsKI) and the Senator from
Colorado (Mr. ALLARD) were added as
cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 7, a concur-
rent resolution expressing the sense of
Congress that the sharp escalation of
anti-Semitic violence within many par-
ticipating States of the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE) is of profound concern and ef-
forts should be undertaken to prevent
future occurrences.
S. CON. RES. 26
At the request of Ms. LANDRIEU, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
STEVENS) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Con. Res. 26, a concurrent resolution
condemning the punishment of execu-
tion by stoning as a gross violation of
human rights, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 19
At the request of Mr. FEINGOLD, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 19, a resolution ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate that
Congress should increase the maximum
individual Federal Pell Grant award to
$9,000 by 2010.
S. RES. 62
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
DEWINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 62, a resolution calling upon the
Organization of American States (OAS)
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights, the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, the Euro-
pean Union, and human rights activists
throughout the world to take certain
actions in regard to the human rights
situation in Cuba.
S. RES. 74
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. KoHL) and the Senator from Mary-
land (Ms. MIKULSKI) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 74, a resolution to
amend rule XLII of the Standing Rules
of the Senate to prohibit employment
discrimination in the Senate based on
sexual orientation.
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AMENDMENT NO. 285
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 285 proposed to S. Con.
Res. 23, an original concurrent resolu-
tion setting forth the congressional
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2004 and including
the appropriate budgetary levels for
fiscal year 2003 and for fiscal years 2005
through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 315
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as
a cosponsor of amendment No. 315 pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 23, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2004
and including the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2003 and for
fiscal years 2005 through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 318
At the request of Mr. BYRD, his name
was added as a cosponsor of amend-
ment No. 318 proposed to S. Con. Res.
23, an original concurrent resolution
setting forth the congressional budget
for the United States Government for
fiscal year 2004 and including the ap-
propriate budgetary levels for fiscal
year 2003 and for fiscal years 2005
through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 324
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM of
Florida, his name was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 324 proposed
to S. Con. Res. 23, an original concur-
rent resolution setting forth the con-
gressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2004 and in-
cluding the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2003 and for fiscal
years 2005 through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 341
At the request of Mr. REID, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. GRAHAM) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 341 pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 23, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2004
and including the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2003 and for
fiscal years 2005 through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 361
At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr.
INOUYE), the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. BINGAMAN), the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. DORGAN), the Sen-
ator from Washington (Mrs. MURRAY),
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN),
the Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
JOHNSON), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY), the Senator from Wash-
ington (Ms. CANTWELL), the Senator
from Nevada (Mr. REID), the Senator
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) and
the Senator from Connecticut (Mr.
LIEBERMAN) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 361 proposed to S.
Con. Res. 23, an original concurrent
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resolution setting forth the congres-
sional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2004 and in-
cluding the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2003 and for fiscal
years 2005 through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 372
At the request of Mr. LEVIN, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr.
REID), the Senator from Massachusetts
(Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
372 proposed to S. Con. Res. 23, an
original concurrent resolution setting
forth the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal
year 2004 and including the appropriate
budgetary levels for fiscal year 2003 and
for fiscal years 2005 through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 382
At the request of Mr. CORZINE, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 382 proposed to S. Con.
Res. 23, an original concurrent resolu-
tion setting forth the congressional
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2004 and including
the appropriate budgetary levels for
fiscal year 2003 and for fiscal years 2005
through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 387
At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
his name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 387 proposed to S. Con.
Res. 23, an original concurrent resolu-
tion setting forth the congressional
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2004 and including
the appropriate budgetary levels for
fiscal year 2003 and for fiscal years 2005
through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 395
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 395 proposed
to S. Con. Res. 23, an original concur-
rent resolution setting forth the con-
gressional budget for the United States
Government for fiscal year 2004 and in-
cluding the appropriate budgetary lev-
els for fiscal year 2003 and for fiscal
years 2005 through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 396
At the request of Mr. EDWARDS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 396 proposed to S. Con.
Res. 23, an original concurrent resolu-
tion setting forth the congressional
budget for the United States Govern-
ment for fiscal year 2004 and including
the appropriate budgetary levels for
fiscal year 2003 and for fiscal years 2005
through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 400
At the request of Mr. LUGAR, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN), the Senator from
Delaware (Mr. BIDEN), the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. DEWINE), the Senator
from Nebraska (Mr. HAGEL), the Sen-
ator from Rhode Island (Mr. CHAFEE),
the Senator from Oregon (Mr. SMITH),
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. JEF-
FORDS) and the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) were added as
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cosponsors of amendment No. 400 pro-
posed to S. Con. Res. 23, an original
concurrent resolution setting forth the
congressional budget for the United
States Government for fiscal year 2004
and including the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal year 2003 and for
fiscal years 2005 through 2013.
AMENDMENT NO. 400

At the request of Mr. SARBANES, his
name was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 400 proposed to S. Con.
Res. 23, supra.

———————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BUNNING (for himself,
Mr. SMITH, and Mr. GRAHAM of
Florida):

S. 698. A bill to clarify the status of
the Young Men’s Christian Association
Retirement Fund for purposes of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986; to the
Committee on Finance.

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, | rise
today to introduce a bill of critical im-
portance to the over 90,000 participants
and beneficiaries of the YMCA pension
plan. This issue affects the 656 hard-
working YMCA employees in Kentucky
that initially brought this problem to
my attention.

With its presence felt in more than
10,000 communities nationwide, YMCA
is the Nation’s largest community
service organization. Each year YMCA
employees deliver important health
and social services to over 17.9 million
Americans. The YMCA mission to “‘put
Christian principles in practice
through programs that build healthy
spirit for mind, body, for all’’ is indeed
a very noble endeavor. YMCAs serve
people of all faiths, incomes, ages, and
race. This generous organization never
turns people away for inability to pay.

YMCA'’s strength is in both its dedi-
cated employees and the people they
bring together through its service.
Each local YMCA is tailored to the spe-
cific needs of the community in which
it serves. The employees of the YMCA
do God’s work each day. This bill en-
sures that they will continue to receive
the pensions they have earned and de-
serve.

With over $3 billion in assets, the
YMCA pension plan has been in place
for over 80 years. The plan has always
been considered as a ‘“‘church pension
plan.” There are no problems with the
operation of the plan and the IRS has
said it is in full compliance—with one
possible exception.

Generally, in order to be considered a
““‘church plan’ the sponsoring organiza-
tion must be affiliated with a specific
church. Traditionally, the YMCA has
not affiliated with any one church, but
has instead identified with a ‘“‘Chris-
tian affiliation.” This bill would clar-
ify that the plan will continue to be a
““church plan’ despite the fact that the
YMCA is not limited to one specific
church or religious denomination. It is
important that Congress clarifies this
technicality to ensure that the bene-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

ficiaries of the YMCA pension plan re-
ceive the benefits they have earned and
deserve.

By Mr. CAMPBELL (for himself
and Mr. BIDEN):

S. 700. A bill to provide for the pro-
motion of democracy, human rights,
and rule of law in the Republic of
Belarus and for the consolidation and
strengthening of Belarus sovereignty
and independence; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, as
Co-Chairman of the Commission on Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, |
have closely monitored developments
in the Republic of Belarus and in-
formed my Senate colleagues of dis-
turbing trends in that nation. | have
met with members of this fledgling
democratic opposition who, at great
personal risk, dare to speak out
against the repressive regime led by
Alexander Lukashenka. | have met
with the courageous wives whose hus-
bands disappeared because they stood
up to the regime and would not be si-
lent. Against the backdrop of this cli-
mate of fear, the powers of the state
have been brought to bear against inde-
pendent journalists, trade unionists,
and other voices of dissent.

Increasingly, Belarus has been driven
into self-imposed isolation under
Lukashenka devoid of legitimate lead-
ership or accountability. A little over a
year ago | addressed the Senate to
voice concern over reported arms deals
between the regime and rouge states,
including Iraq. It appears that such
sales have taken on greater importance
as the Belarusian economy spirals
downward.

While some might be tempted to dis-
miss Belarus as an anomaly, the stakes
are too high and the costs too great to
ignore. Accordingly, today, I am intro-
ducing the Belarus Democracy Act of
2003, which is designed to help put an
end to repression and human rights
violations in Belarus and to promote
Belarus’ entry into a democratic Euro-
Atlantic community of nations.

As a participating State in the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe, OSCE, Belarus has accepted
a series of norms in the areas of democ-
racy, human rights and the rule of law.
As Europe’s last dictator, Lukashenka
continues to brashly trample the fun-
damental rights of his own people and
their culture.

As | alluded to earlier, independent
media, non-governmental organiza-
tions, trade unions and the democratic
opposition have had to operate under
extremely difficult conditions, often
facing serious mistreatment and an or-
chestrated campaign of harassment.
Despite the repressions there are cou-
rageous individuals who support de-
mocracy have not been silenced. Two
weeks ago, for example, Alexander
Yarashuk, the leader of the Belarusian
Congress of Democratic Trade Unions,
called on Lukashenka to immediately
cease backing Saddam. Moreover, just
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last week, on March 12, thousands
gathered peacefully in a central Minsk
square to protest deteriorating eco-
nomic and social conditions in Belarus.
Four of the rally’s organizers—Andrei
Sannikov, Ludmila Gryaznova, Dmitry
Bondarenko and Leonid Malakhov—
were given 15 day jail sentences for
“participation in unauthorized mass

actions.”

Despite calls for change within
Belarus, and considerable prodding
from the international community,

Lukashenka has shown no desire to de-
viate from his path of authoritarianism
and personal profit at the expense of
his own people. A few months ago,
Lukashenka, who effectively controls
the Belarusisn parliament, signed into
law a new, repressive religion law.
Local elections held earlier this month
followed the pattern of Belarus’ 2000
parliamentary and 2001 presidential
elections—they were a joke. Control of
election commissions, denials of reg-
istration for opposition candidates,
“early voting” and outright falsifica-
tions were the norm.

The Belarus Democracy Act of 2003
would authorize additional assistance
for democracy-building activities such
as support for NGOs, independent
media, including radio and television
broadcasting to Belarus, and inter-
national exchanges. It also encourages
free and fair parliamentary elections,
which have been notably absent in
Belarus. This bill would also deny high-
ranking officials of the Lukashenka re-
gime entry into the United States. Ad-
ditionally, strategic exports to the
Belarusian Government would be pro-
hibited, as well as U.S. Government fi-
nancing except for humanitarian goods
and agricultural or medical products.
The U.S. executive directors of the
international financial institutions
would be encouraged to vote against fi-
nancial assistance to the Government
of Belarus except for loans and assist-
ance for humanitarian needs. The bill
would also require reports from the
President concerning the sale of deliv-
ery of weapons or weapons-related
technologies from Belarus to rouge
states, including Iraq and North Korea.

I am very pleased that the Ranking
Member of the Committee on Foreign
Relations, Senator BIDEN, is an origi-
nal cosponsor of this measure. His sup-
port will ensure that we proceed on a
bipartisan basis as we work to ensure
the timely adoption and implementa-
tion of this legislation.

The goal of the Belarus Democracy
Act is to assist Belarus in becoming a
genuine European state, in which re-
spect for human rights and democracy
is the norm and in which the long-suf-
fering Belarusian people are able to
overcome the legacy of dictatorship—
past and present. Adoption and imple-
mentation of the Belarus Democracy
Act will offer a ray of hope that the
current period of political, economic
and social stagnation will indeed end.
The people of Belarus deserve a chance
for a brighter future free of repression
and fear.
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