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endeared him to his neighbors, and
Charlie Cole stands as a wonderful role
model of community involvement.

In conclusion, God bless our troops.

———————

RECOGNIZING CHILDHELP USA
AND NATIONAL DAY OF HOPE

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker,
each day in the United States more
than three children die from abuse at
the hands of a family member. Most
are under the age of 6. However, there
is hope. Childhelp USA is an organiza-
tion that is working hard to assist vic-
tims of neglect and abuse.

Childhelp USA has many centers
across the country, one of which is in
Tennessee. And in November, Childhelp
USA Tennessee assembled the coun-
try’s first Mobile Children’s Advocacy
Center. For the first time it allows pro-
fessional Childhelp staff to reach out to
abused children in the rural parts of
our State. The 40-foot mobile center is
outfitted with medical exam and play
therapy rooms as well as professional
staff.

In conjunction with National Child
Abuse Prevention Month, Childhelp has
initiated the National Day of Hope to
be held on Wednesday, April 2. On this
day Childhelp requests that each per-
son take 3 minutes to pause and re-
member that three children die each
day from abuse.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6 p.m. today.

——————

SMALLPOX EMERGENCY PER-
SONNEL PROTECTION ACT OF
2003

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1463) to provide benefits for cer-
tain individuals with injuries resulting
from administration of a smallpox vac-
cine, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1463

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘““‘Smallpox
Emergency Personnel Protection Act of
2003’

SEC. 2. SMALLPOX EMERGENCY PERSONNEL

PROTECTION.
Title Il of the Public Health Service Act
(42 U.S.C. 202 et seq.) is amended by adding
at the end the following part:
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“PART C—SMALLPOX EMERGENCY PERSONNEL
PROTECTION

“SEC. 261. DEFINITIONS.

““For purposes of this part:

“(1) VACCINE.—The term ‘vaccine’ or
‘smallpox vaccine’ means vaccinia (small-
pox) vaccines, including the Dryvax vaccine.

‘“(2) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘cov-
ered individual’ means an individual—

“(A) who is a health care worker, law en-
forcement officer, firefighter, security per-
sonnel, emergency medical personnel, other
public safety personnel, or support personnel
for such occupational specialities;

““(B) who is or will be functioning in a role
identified in a State, local, or Department of
Health and Human Services smallpox emer-
gency response plan approved by the Sec-
retary; and

“(C) to whom a vaccine is administered
pursuant to such approved plan—

‘(i) during the effective period of the Dec-
laration (including the portion of such period
before the enactment of this part); and

““(ii) not later than the latest of—

“(1) 180 days after the effective date of the
initial interim final regulations imple-
menting this part;

“(11) 120 days after becoming an individual
in an occupation described in subparagraph
(A); or

“(111) 120 days after becoming an individual
identified as a member of a smallpox emer-
gency response plan described in subpara-
graph (B).

““(3) COVERED INJURY.—The term ‘covered
injury’ means an injury, disability, illness,
condition, or death (other than a minor in-
jury such as minor scarring or minor local
reaction) determined, pursuant to the proce-
dures established under section 262, to have
been sustained by an individual as the direct
result of—

“(A) administration to the individual of a
vaccine during the effective period of the
Declaration; or

““(B) accidental vaccinia inoculation of the
individual in circumstances in which—

‘(i) the vaccinia is contracted during the
effective period of the Declaration or within
30 days after the end of such period;

““(ii) smallpox vaccine has not been admin-
istered to the individual; and

‘“(iii) the individual has resided with, or
has been in contact with, an individual who
is (or who was accidentally inoculated by) a
covered individual.

‘“(4) DECLARATION.—The term ‘Declaration’
means the Declaration Regarding Adminis-
tration of Smallpox Countermeasures issued
by the Secretary on January 24, 2003, and
published in the Federal Register on January
28, 2003.

‘“(5) EFFECTIVE PERIOD OF THE DECLARA-
TION.—The term ‘effective period of the Dec-
laration” means the effective period specified
in the Declaration, unless extended by the
Secretary.

‘“(6) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘eligi-
ble individual’ means an individual who is
(as determined in accordance with section
262)—

“(A) a covered individual who sustains a
covered injury in the manner described in
paragraph (3)(A); or

““(B) an individual who sustains a covered
injury in the manner described in paragraph
(3)(B).

“(7) SMALLPOX EMERGENCY RESPONSE
PLAN.—The term ‘smallpox emergency re-
sponse plan’ or ‘plan’ means a response plan
detailing actions to be taken in preparation
for a possible smallpox-related emergency
during the period prior to the identification
of an active case of smallpox either within or
outside the United States.
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“SEC. 262. DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY AND
BENEFITS.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish procedures for determining, as appli-
cable with respect to an individual—

‘(1) whether the individual is an eligible
individual;

““(2) whether an eligible individual has sus-
tained a covered injury or injuries for which
medical benefits or compensation may be
available under sections 264 and 265, and the
amount of such benefits or compensation;

““(3) whether the covered injury or injuries
of an eligible individual constitute a com-
pensable disability, or caused the individ-
ual’s death, for purposes of benefits under
section 266.

““(b) COVERED INDIVIDUALS.—The Secretary
may accept a certification, by a Federal,
State, or local government entity or private
health care entity participating in the ad-
ministration of covered countermeasures
under the Declaration, that an individual is
a covered individual.

“‘(c) CRITERIA FOR REIMBURSEMENT.—

““(1) INJURIES SPECIFIED IN INJURY TABLE.—
In any case where an injury or other adverse
effect specified in the injury table estab-
lished under section 263 as a known effect of
a vaccine manifests in an individual within
the time period specified in such table, such
injury or other effect shall be presumed to
have resulted from administration of such
vaccine.

““(2) OTHER DETERMINATIONS.—In making
determinations other than those described in
paragraph (1) as to the causation or severity
of an injury, the Secretary shall employ a
preponderance of the evidence standard and
take into consideration all relevant medical
and scientific evidence presented for consid-
eration, and may obtain and consider the
views of qualified medical experts.

‘“(d) DEADLINE FOR FILING REQUEST.—The
Secretary shall not consider any request for
a benefit under this part with respect to an
individual, unless—

‘(1) in the case of a request based on the
administration of the vaccine to the indi-
vidual, the individual provides notice to the
Secretary of an adverse effect of the vaccina-
tion not later than one year after the date of
administration of the vaccine; or

“(2) in the case of a request based on acci-
dental vaccinia inoculation, the individual
provides notice to the Secretary of an ad-
verse effect of such vaccination not later
than two years after the date of the first
symptom or manifestation of onset of the ad-
verse effect.

“‘(e) REVIEW OF DETERMINATION.—

““(1) SECRETARY’S REVIEW AUTHORITY.—The
Secretary may review a determination under
this section at any time on the Secretary’s
own motion or on application, and may af-
firm, vacate, or modify such determination
in any manner the Secretary deems appro-
priate.

““(2) JuUDICIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE RE-
VIEW.—No court of the United States, or of
any State, District, territory or possession
thereof, shall have subject matter jurisdic-
tion to review, whether by mandamus or oth-
erwise, any action by the Secretary under
this section. No officer or employee of the
United States shall review any action by the
Secretary under this section (unless the
President specifically directs otherwise).

“SEC. 263. SMALLPOX VACCINE INJURY TABLE.

““(a) SMALLPOX VACCINE INJURY TABLE.—

““(1) ESTABLISHMENT REQUIRED.—The Sec-
retary shall establish by interim final regu-
lation a table identifying adverse effects (in-
cluding injuries, disabilities, illnesses, condi-
tions, and deaths) that shall be presumed to
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