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A CELEBRATION OF YOUTH IN 
HONOR OF NICHOLAS SMITH OF 
MICHIGAN 

HON. NICK SMITH 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the birth and life of my 
grandson, Nicholas Bradley Smith, my name-
sake. 

Born to Brad and Diane, on June 27, 1987, 
my wife Bonnie and I join Nick’s other grand-
parents, Neville and Jennifer Monteith from 
Kitchener, ON, in celebration of his life. 

That year the first heart-lung transplant took 
place, astronomers at the University of Cali-
fornia saw the first sight of a birth of a galaxy, 
and the US and Russia signed an accord to 
remove midrange missiles. That year the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average closed above 2,700 
for the first time in history. Our economy was 
growing. 

Over the next decade government spending 
would outpace inflation and the national debt 
increased to monstrous proportions. 

It is my hope that we can reduce the na-
tional debt that will otherwise be passed on to 
this young man and his generation. We must 
work today to provide Nick with a better future, 
a sound economy, and the ability to achieve 
his greatest potential. 

Let us remember Nicholas Smith and all the 
other young people in this country. We leave 
our legacy to them. May it be a good one.
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HONORING MATTHEW BOWERS FOR 
HIS ACHIEVEMENT OF THE RANK 
OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Matthew Norman Bowers, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 444, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Matt has been very active with his troop, 
participating in such scout activities as the 
Packarad and Sea Base High Adventure 
Camps. Additionally, Matt earned 29 merit 
badges for different activities and projects. 
Over the eleven years he has been involved 
in scouting, he has held numerous leadership 
positions with his troop, serving as den chief, 
troop guide, quartermaster, assistant patrol 
leader, patrol leader, assistant senior patrol 
leader and senior patrol leader. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Matt remodeled 
a nursery for the Parkville Presbyterian 
Church. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Matthew Norman Bowers for his 

accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF 
IONE’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DOUG OSE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, on March 23, 1953, 
the City of Ione was incorporated as a Gen-
eral Law City and is now the largest city in 
Amador with a population of 7,500 people. 
This year the city, and all those who enjoy its 
unique atmosphere and year round recreation, 
celebrate its 50th Anniversary. 

Ione got its name by Thomas Brown around 
1849 after one of the heroines in Edward 
Bulwer Lytton’s drama ‘‘The Last Days of 
Pompeii.’’ During the days of the Gold Rush, 
miners knew the town by the names of ‘‘Bed-
bug’’ and ‘‘Freezeout.’’ Unlike other commu-
nities in Amador County, which were founded 
on gold mining, Ione was a supply center, 
stage and rail stop and agricultural hub. 

The town of Ione continued to grow and 
prosper after its gold rush founding. The first 
school was built in 1853 and the first flour mill 
in 1855. The first brick building was built by 
Daniel Stewart in 1855 for his general mer-
chandise store and is still owned and operated 
by the same family. 

At the centennial of 1876, Ione had a popu-
lation of 600 people. The centennial also cele-
brated the completion of the railroad to the 
town of Ione. The centennial celebration was 
the beginning of what is now known as the 
Ione Homecoming. This annual celebration 
has been held during the month of May almost 
every year since that first Centennial celebra-
tion in 1876 and is now held on the first week-
end in May every year. 

Our community is indeed proud of the City 
of Ione and its history. And I am proud to con-
gratulate the City and its residents as we cele-
brate the 50th Anniversary of the City of Ione.
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THE HOUSE REPUBLICAN BUDGET: 
TAKING FROM THE POOR TO 
GIVE TO THE RICH 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I commend to my colleagues the fol-
lowing column authored by Bob Herbert that 
appeared in today’s New York Times. ‘‘Mug-
ging the Needy’’ accurately details the serious 
dangers posed by the budget plan recently 
passed by the House: that in providing $1.4 
trillion in tax cuts to the wealthy, House Re-
publicans are slashing billions of dollars in 

funding that aids low-income Americans. 
These cuts will affect Medicaid recipients, chil-
dren in foster care, the national school lunch 
program, as well as veterans’ benefits and the 
ability of students to afford their higher edu-
cation. 

Mr. Speaker, the Republican budget is not 
just a political document that details their mis-
guided vision for America. It is far more seri-
ous than even that, for it fails to stimulate the 
economy and create jobs, it saddles future 
generations with enormous deficits, and it robs 
needy Americans—both young and old—of 
critical services. The Congress should reject 
this budget.

MUGGING THE NEEDY 

(By Bob Herbert) 

I had wanted today’s column to be about 
the events in Tulia, Tex., where a criminal 
justice atrocity is at long last beginning to 
be corrected. 

(For those who don’t know, prosecutors are 
moving to overturn the convictions of every-
one seized in an outlandish drug sting con-
ducted by a single wacky undercover officer.) 

But there is another issue crying out for 
immediate attention. With the eyes of most 
Americans focused on the war, the Bush ad-
ministration and its allies in Congress are 
getting close to agreeing on a set of budget 
policies that will take an awful toll on the 
poor, the young, the elderly, the disabled and 
others in need of assistance and support from 
their government. 

The budget passed by the House is particu-
larly gruesome. It mugs the poor and the 
helpless while giving unstintingly to the 
rich. This blueprint for domestic disaster has 
even moderate Republicans running for 
cover.

The House plan offers the well-to-do $1.4 
trillion in tax cuts, while demanding billions 
of dollars in cuts from programs that provide 
food stamps, school lunches, health care for 
the poor and the disabled, temporary assist-
ance to needy families—even veterans’ bene-
fits and student loans. 

An analysis of the House budget by the 
Center on Budget and Policy Priorities found 
that its proposed cuts in child nutrition pro-
grams threaten to eliminate school lunches 
for 2.4 million low-income children. 

Under the House plan, Congress would be 
required to cut $265 billion from entitlement 
programs over 10 years. About $165 billion 
would come from programs that assist low-
income Americans. 

This assault on society’s weakest elements 
has been almost totally camouflaged by the 
war, which has an iron grip on the nation’s 
attention. 

The House budget does not dictate the spe-
cific cuts that Congress would be required to 
make. In its analysis, the center assumed (as 
did the House Budget Committee) that the 
various entitlement programs would be cut 
by roughly the same percentages. If one pro-
gram were to be cut by a somewhat smaller 
percentage, another would have to be cut 
more. 

The analysis found that in the year in 
which the budget sliced deepest: 

‘‘The cut in Medicaid, if achieved entirely 
by reducing the number of children covered, 
would lead to the elimination of health cov-
erage for 13.6 million children.’’ 
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