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The bill will provide that funding for the new
office would come from the medical care ac-
count of the Veterans Health Administration
rather than from ORD funding.

Finally, the legislation mandates that the
Comptroller General of the United States con-
duct a study of the effectiveness of the new
office and submit a report to Congress by Jan-
uary 1, 2005.

| urge my colleagues to cosponsor this im-
portant legislation to improve protection for our
Nation’s veterans who participate in VA med-
ical research

———

COMMENDING SHERIFF HAROLD N.
HAL BARKER

HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, today | wish
to commend and thank Sheriff Harold N. “Hal”
Barker for his public service as the Sheriff of
El Dorado County, California. His retirement in
January of this year marked the end of a law
enforcement career that lasted four and a half
decades and spanned from Southern to North-
ern California.

Law enforcement is one of the most basic
and honorable services provided by govern-
ment. Those who put their own lives on the
line to uphold peace and order and protect
their fellow citizens deserve the thanks and re-
spect of all. It is in this spirit that | thank Hal
Barker for his leadership and hard work in
helping make California safe and prosperous.

Hal's professional service has consisted of
both excellent training and extensive experi-
ence. His formal education includes an Asso-
ciate of Arts degree in Police Science from
Ventura College, a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Police Administration from California
State University at Los Angeles, and a Master
of Public Administration degree from the Uni-
versity of Southern California. Additionally, he
graduated from the P.O.S.T. Command Col-
lege and graduated first in his class from the
FBI National Academy, earning the Hoover
Medal.

Hal first hit the street as a reserve officer in
the Santa Paula Police Department in 1958,
ultimately rising to the rank of captain and as-
sistant chief. From 1974 to 1984, he was the
San Mateo County Assistant Sheriff. During
that time, he acted as the San Francisco Inter-
national Airport Police Chief for 18 months.
Then, in 1984, he began a 12-year tenure as
Chief of the Folsom Police Department. In this
capacity, he led the department through a pe-
riod of unprecedented growth.

In 1997, Hal was appointed Sheriff in El Do-
rado County, and was elected to the position
for a full term the following year. As Sheriff, he
managed 400 employees and a $30 billion
budget in a growing county.

| join with the communities he has protected
to thank Hal Barker for his long and distin-
guished service. | am proud to call him a
friend, and | wish him well in all of his future
endeavors.
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WHERE THE AMERICANS COME,
THEY MAKE ORDER

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
wishes to commend to his colleagues the
March 31, 2003, editorial from the Norfolk
Daily News entitled “Unharmed.”

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) remains critical to Slovenia and other
countries who until recently suffered under the
yoke of tyranny. Such countries have made
difficult, immediate sacrifices to gain the long-
term protection which NATO membership pro-
vides and should be recognized for their ef-
forts.

UNHARMED

SLOVENIA’S VOTE INDICATES NATO NOT HARMED
BY WAR ON IRAQ

Critics of Bush administration policy have
feared, that the war in Irag and U.S.
“unilateralism” might damage critical alli-
ances like NATO.

From tiny Slovenia—population 1.9 mil-
lion—comes heartening evidence that this
may not be so. Slovenia is the most success-
ful of the Balkan nations to come out of the
breakup of Yugoslavia, and from the begin-
ning, its leaders decided the future lay with
the West.

In recent referendums, Slovenes voted to
join both NATO and the European Union.
The E.U. vote was never in doubt, but
Slovenia’s leaders, who fully understand that
NATO membership has real obligations,
feared the effect of the war on that vote. In
the end, two-thirds of the voters approved:

An economist, Milan Cadez, gave the New
York Times a reassuring reason why as he
left a polling place: ““Only America is capa-
ble of doing anything for peace. The E.U. is
not capable of doing anything. They watched
the crimes in Bosnia and when the Ameri-
cans come, they make order.”” And, it should
be noted, are still there to help maintain
order.

The Slovenes might have their doubts
about the war in Iraq, but they have few res-
ervations about the benefits of the U.S.-led
military alliance.

———

A CELEBRATION OF YOUTH IN
HONOR OF CHAUNCY FLOYD
SMITH OF MICHIGAN

HON. NICK SMITH

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
on this occasion to honor the life and birth of
our tenth grandchild, Chauncy Smith. Born on
March 20, 2001, to Brad and Diane Smith,
Chauncy is a source of great joy to both me
and my wife Bonnie, in part because he was
named after my brother who was killed 44
years earlier when his jet fighter went down.
We celebrate with Chauncy’s other grand-
parents, Neville and Jennifer Monteith from
Kitchener, ON.

It is for this young life, and many others just
like it, for which we make decisions in Con-
gress each day. In 2001, the year of
Chauncy’s birth, we passed one of the largest
tax cut packages in history bringing historic
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levels of tax relief to working families in Amer-
ica. I'd like to think that we did that to help as-
sume a strong economic future.

In that same year the events of September
11’ forever changed the diplomatic landscape
in ways still unknown to us. Today, we face
great challenges as we seek a world without
terror in an effort to avoid the fear we knew
during the Cold War.

As we consider the first pieces of legislation
of this Congress, let us also consider the chil-
dren and grandchildren who will bear the bur-
den of our debt and the fears of our mis-
calculations. We must consider each bill with
all the wisdom possible so that future genera-
tions do not bear our burdens and fear our
fears, but, instead, live their dreams.

As Abraham Lincoln said on December 3,
1861, “The struggle of today, is not altogether
for today—it is for a vast future also. With a
reliance on Providence, all the more firm and
earnest, let us proceed in the great task which
events have devolved upon us.”

In this time of constant change may we re-
member and take hope in the great potential
of our children and grandchildren and remem-
ber that our struggle today is for their vast fu-
ture also.

—————

TRIBUTE TO CHIEF MASTER
SERGEANT DAVID L. BENSON

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career of Chief Master Sergeant
David L. Benson. Originally from Chittenango,
NY, Chief Benson enlisted in the United
States Air Force in 1962 and subsequently
has spent over 38 years with New York Air
National Guard. Chief Benson has been deco-
rated with numerous medals, awards and
service distinctions. It is my honor to recog-
nize such a distinguished citizen and soldier.

Chief Benson’s career began as an Aircraft
Mechanic at Amarillo Air Force Base, Texas.
Soon after he was assigned to the 4626th
Support Squadron, Sage, Air Defense Com-
mand at Topsham Air Force Station in Bruns-
wick, Maine. After completion of his four year
tour of duty, Chief Benson was granted his re-
lease from active duty and became a member
of the 174th Fighter Wing of the New York Na-
tional Guard. Here he preformed duties as an
Aircraft Crew Chief on the F-86H Sabrejet
Fighter Aircraft and the A-37B Dragonfly. He
was also an Egress Shop Chief and Acces-
sories Element Supervisors. Concluding his
career, Chief Benson served as a Non-
commissioned Officer In-charge of the Compo-
nent Repair Flight.

Mr. Speaker, Chief Benson has served our
nation proud in many military arenas. He has
been deployed to Saudi Arabia in support of
the Persian Gulf War and once again to the
Middle East during Operation Northern Watch
as part of contingency operations enforcing
the no-fly zone over Northern Irag. He also
participated in Operation Noble Eagle after the
September 11th attacks.

During these times and throughout his ca-
reer, Chief Benson has displayed honorable
character and service to the 174th and our
country. His military decorations include the
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Meritorious Service Medal, the Air Force Com-
mendation Medal, and the Air Force Achieve-
ment Medal. He also holds the Joint Meri-
torious Service Award with one oak leaf clus-
ter, and the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
with Combat “V” device and four oak leaf
clusters. His service awards include the Air
Force Good Conduct Medal, the Air Reserve
Forces Meritorious Service Medal with ten oak
leaf clusters, the National Defense Service
Medal with two bronze service stars, the
Southwest Asia Service Medal with three
bronze campaign stars, the Air Force Lon-
gevity Service Award with eight oak leaf clus-
ters, the Armed Forces Reserve Medal with
the gold hourglass device and three Mobiliza-
tion “M” devices, the Small Arms Expert
Marksmanship Ribbon and the Air Force
Training Ribbon. His Foreign Service awards
include the Kuwait Liberation Medal from the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Kuwait Lib-
eration Medal from the Government of Kuwait.
Chief Benson’s New York State military
awards include the New York State Long and
Faithful Service Award with five shield de-
vices, the New York State Desert Storm Serv-
ice Medal, the New York State Defense of Lib-
erty Medal and the New York State Exercise
Support Ribbon with two “E” devices.

Without question Mr. Speaker, Chief Benson
is a very special person. He willingly served
his nation, exuding loyalty and pride. For his
unrelenting service, Chief Benson can retire
knowing he has earned such a status. | would
like to wish him well in his retirement years, as
he will now be able to spend more free time
with his Stephanie, daughter Natalie and two
sons, David and Jason. Thank you Chief for
all your years of hard work and dedication.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. ROBERT
COULTER “DINK” ELDRIDGE

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, Jr.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer a tribute to one of Knoxville, Tennessee’s
finest citizens. Many in this body and around
the Country will not recognize his name, but
when Mr. Robert Coulter “Dink” Eldridge, Sr.
passed away at the age of 85 on February 21,
2003 this Nation lost a great American. Many
Knoxvillians join me in mourning his death.

Dink Eldridge graduated from the University
of Tennessee in 1940. During his final years
at the University, he managed the Volunteer
Football team as they went undefeated in reg-
ular season play and participated in the Or-
ange Bowl, the Rose Bowl and the Sugar
Bowl. More than victory marked his time with
the Volunteers however. Those who knew him
at this time also remember his dedicated lead-
ership and desire to see every athlete reach
his fullest potential.

In addition to his time managing the Volun-
teers, Dink managed the East Army All Star
football team at Yale University with the great
General R.R. Neyland.

In 1942 Dink Eldridge was called to serve
his Nation in the United States Army where he
served with distinction as a second lieutenant
in the Tank Corps. Here again, Dink proved
his willingness to serve his fellow man and
was awarded both a Purple Heart and Bronze
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Star medal for his efforts. After a brief period
away from the military, Dink was called on
again, this time in the Korean War.

During his professional career, Dink dem-
onstrated a deeply held commitment to excel-
lence. Following his early days as a lineman
for Bell Systems, Dink steadily rose in his ca-
reer. While his supervisory work for Bell took
him to cities across the State, Dink was even-
tually able to return to Knoxville where he
served as District Engineer until his retirement
in 1971.

Like many leaders, Dink was unable to re-
main retired for long. In 1986, he was named
president of the Concord Telephone Ex-
change. Dink provided steady leadership to
this organization during a period of tremen-
dous growth and remained president until his
second retirement in 1993.

With this said, Dink is possibly best known
to the people of East Tennessee for his dedi-
cated work in the community. His generosity
of time touched countless lives. Through his
work on the executive board of the Great
Smoky Mountain Council of the Boy Scouts of
America and as President of the Bearden Lit-
tle League Baseball league alone, Dink
passed his love of Country and community
onto a generation of young people.

In everything Dink did, he strove for excel-
lence in himself and sought to inspire the
same in those around him. | am proud to have
known Dink for many years, but | am even
more proud to have called Dink Eldridge a
personal friend.

To his wife Anna Yvonne | say thank-you for
being such a supportive and loving part of his
life and to his children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, | simply say continue car-
rying the banner of service your father and
grandfather held so high.

———

HONORING HUNTINGTON
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ac-
knowledge the 100th anniversary of the Hun-
tington Historical Society.

The Huntington Historical Society was
founded by the local community as an out-
growth of the collection of artifacts gathered
together in 1903 for exhibition at the celebra-
tion of the Town of Huntington’s 250th anni-
versary. The exhibition was so well received
by the community that the exhibition com-
mittee decided to keep its collection together
and found a Society whose mission would be
to preserve the heritage of the Town of Hun-
tington, by maintaining museums, collections
and a research center, by educating the public
about Long Island’s regional history, and by
promoting the preservation of historic buildings
and sites.

The society serves the dual role of being a
repository for the treasures of Huntington's
founding families while also reaching out to
the community to provide a sense of place
and identity in a rapidly changing area proud
of its deep historic roots. In addition, the Hun-
tington Historical Society is distinguished as
one of the oldest repositories of local history
in the New York metropolitan area.
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| commend the Huntington Historical Society
for their dedication to the historical preserva-
tion of the great town of Huntington, and con-
gratulate them on their 100th anniversary.

———————

PRESIDENT SHEVARDNADZE’S
STATEMENT WELCOMED, BUT
ACTION ALSO NEEDED

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today | want to acknowledge and welcome the
March 14th statement of the President of
Georgia, Eduard Shevardnadze, pledging his
commitment to religious freedom for all Geor-
gians and promising the punishment of individ-
uals complicit in mob attacks on religious mi-
norities. (I am submitting the statement for the
RECORD below.) President Shevardnadze
made this pledge during an ecumenical serv-
ice in Thilisi's Evangelist-Baptist Cathedral
Church, attended by leaders of the Georgian
Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic, Roman Catho-
lic, Lutheran and Baptist churches and many
individuals from the diplomatic community.
The U.S. Ambassador to Georgia, Richard
Miles, also attended and addressed the gath-
ering. Reportedly, so many people came that
hundreds had to listen via loudspeakers in the

churchyard.
The service was initially planned for late
January, but defrocked priest Basil

Mkalavishvili and his crowd of thugs assaulted
worshipers and clergy an hour before it was
scheduled to begin—as they have been doing
with impunity since 1999. Individuals were
beaten as they tried to leave, with rocks and
stones being reportedly thrown. While Presi-
dent Shevardnadze quickly condemned that
attack, ordering the Interior Minister, the Pros-
ecutor General, State Chancellery Head, and
the Security Council Secretary to investigate
and punish the perpetrators, no arrests or
prosecutions followed.

Despite Georgia's appalling record on reli-
gious tolerance for the last few years, | hope
President Shevardnadze’'s speech at the Bap-
tist church signals a new determination to ar-
rest and aggressively prosecute the mob lead-
ers and their henchmen. He promised that “as
the President of Georgia and a believer, | shall
not restrict myself only to a mere expression
of resentment. | do promise that the President
and the Authorities of Georgia will do their ut-
most to grant every person freedom of expres-
sion of faith.” Driving home the point further,
Mr. Shevardnadze declared, “the state will
exert its pressure on whoever comes in defi-
ance of this principle. You may stand assured
that the aggressors will be brought to justice.”

As Co-Chairman of the U.S. Helsinki Com-
mission, over the past three years | have
watched with increasing alarm the escalation
of mob violence. On September 24th | chaired
a Commission hearing focused on this dis-
turbing pattern. The Jehovah’'s Witnesses
have borne the brunt of attacks, along with
Baptists, Pentecostals, Adventists and Catho-
lics. Most disheartening has been the govern-
ment’s indifference; victims throughout the
country have filed approximately 800 criminal
complaints, without one criminal conviction.

Despite a series of statements by President
Shevardnadze, Georgia’s Minister of Interior
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