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appears in English in the CONGRESSONAL 
RECORD, No. 54, Book 11, page E674. I now 
submit the following Spanish version for the 
RECORD as well.

ROBERTO CLEMENTE 
(Por Luis R. Mayoral) 

Temprano una mañana en diciembre de 
1987, mientras charlaba desayunando en un 
campo de golf en Dorado, Puerto Rico, con el 
golfista Chi Chi Rodriguez él dijo de Roberto 
Clemente, ‘‘Si yo fuera la mitad del hombre 
que él fue, dirı́a que yo serı́a un hombre muy 
afortunado.’’ 

Lisas palabras me impactaron tan 
profundamente que desde entonces comencé 
a pensar, más que antes, en el Pirata de 
Pittsburgh miembro del Salón de la Fama, 
como un ı́cono inspiracional más que un 
jugador marcadamente dotado. 

La muerte de Clemente el 31 de diciembre 
de 1972, causó luto pues me enfrenté a la 
realidad de que jamás compartirı́a tiempo 
preciado con un querido amigo en eso de 
‘‘arreglar’’ al mundo, sabiendo que el 
internacional mundo del béisbol habı́a 
perdido por siempre a una figura que 
personificaba excelencia. 

Muchas personas pensaban en él como el 
Jackie Robinson de América Latina en la 
búsqueda de igualdad para los peloteros 
hispanos . . . pero yo siempre le vi como 
nuestro Joe DiMaggio, pues el nos brindaba 
esperanza con su toque de héroe perfecto. 

Roberto fue un hombre sencillo, pero de 
palabras profundas que poseyó un interés 
genuino en la humanidad. 

La última vez que le vi fue varios dias 
antes de su inesperada muerte mientras en el 
Estadio Hiram Bithom en San Juan él dirigia 
la colecta de bienes destinados a las victimas 
de terremotos en Nicaragua. 

Esa tarde, en sus ojos vi la seriedad y 
dedicación que tantas veces vi mientras el 
vestia un uniforme de béisbol. 

Momentos antes de salir del estadio, me 
invitó a su hogar en la vispera de Año Nuevo. 

Eso jamás se logró; pues en el segundo que 
arribó el año 1973, ya él Ilevaba de muerto 
unas dos horas cuarenta y cinco minutos en 
las profundidades de Océano Atlántico a una 
milla al norte de Puerto Rico. 

Roberto vivió 38 años, 4 meses, y 13 dias. 
Ese fue el tiempo que le tomó para 
convertirse en un miembro del Salón de la 
Fama, en una mejor persona y leyenda.
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TRIBUTE TO CLARA BROSSELL 
CROOK 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 7, 2003

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart that I ask my colleagues to join 
me in paying tribute to an extraordinary activ-
ist, volunteer and educator, Clara Brossell 
Crook, who recently passed away one week 
before her 93rd birthday. 

Born in Canada in 1910, Clara immigrated 
to Milwaukee, Wisconsin in 1912, and was 
educated at the University of Wisconsin, Law-
rence University, Marquette University, and 
the University of New Hampshire. As the sin-
gle parent of two young children during World 
War II, she began a varied and amazing ca-
reer that included being the Director of Per-
sonnel of St. Luke’s Hospital, the Associate 
Director of the National Conference of Chris-
tians and Jews, and the Vice Dean of the 
Business School at the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee. 

During her 32 years as a resident of Bur-
lingame, California, located in my congres-
sional district, Ms. Crook was the founder of 
the Burlingame Senior Commission, the Emer-
itus Forum, and the Slippy Hippies support 
group. She was chair of the San Mateo Coun-
ty Commission on Aging, the College of San 
Mateo Emeritus Institute, the Burlingame Civil 
Service Commission, the Burlingame Senior 
Citizens Coordinating Council, chair of the 
Teamwork Ensuring Elder Support, and co-
chair of the San Mateo County Alliance of 
Service Providers. Clara was also the gracious 
host of the KCSM-FM radio program ‘‘Senior 
Talk’’ and the KSOL weekly radio talk show 
host of TV program ‘‘Senior Focus’’. In addi-
tion to all of this, she was also a member of 
the Stanford Geriatric Advisory Committee and 
the San Mateo County Self-Esteem Task 
Force. 

Mr. Speaker, Clara was a resounding voice 
and advocate for the senior citizens of our 
community and country, urging and supporting 
independence, self-sufficiency, and dignity for 
seniors. Her boundless energy for these 
projects, and for life itself, made her a pillar in 
our community. Her diligence and astounding 
capacity to achieve her goals resulted in her 
receiving numerous accolades including: Bur-
lingame Citizen of the Year, California State 
Legislature’s Woman of the Year, and the 
Lion’s Club-Burlingame Citizen of the Year. 
Additionally, the litany of her achievements in-
cludes being the first recipient of the College 
of Notre Dame’s Human Services Award, the 
Shinnyo-En USA Citizen of the Year, being 
selected as Woman of the Year in the 20th 
Assembly District, being recognized by the 
California State Senate, and commended by 
President Clinton. She has also been listed in 
Who’s Who in American Women, Who’s Who 
in Public Relations, 2000 Women of Achieve-
ment, and Worlds Who’s Who of Women. Fi-
nally, in recognition of all these accomplish-
ments, Clara Brossell Crook was recently in-
ducted into the San Mateo County Women’s 
Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, it is without exaggeration when 
I say Clara was an exceptional influence on 
our district. Her amazing energy and extraor-
dinary intellect was a source of inspiration for 
all and definitely provided us with a better un-
derstanding of the needs of our elderly, an 
area far too often neglected in our national 
zeitgeist. Her passing has taken away one of 
San Mateo’s favored daughters and her con-
tributions to the betterment of our local and 
national community will certainly be missed. 

Clara is survived by her daughter Victoria B. 
Zenoff of Richmond, California, her son David 
B. Zenoff and his wife Janet N. Hunter of San 
Francisco, her grandchildren Andrew Zenoff, 
Fay Zenoff Ginzburg and Alexandria Hunter 
Zenoff, and her sister Goldye Mullen of San 
Francisco. Mr. Speaker, my wife Annette and 
I are deeply grieved by Clara’s passing and I 
urge all of my colleagues to join us in offering 
our most sincere condolences to her family.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO KATHLEEN 
GEARTY 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 7, 2003

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
one of the important activities of the Veterans 

of Foreign Wars is the Voice of Democracy 
contest which that organization conducts for 
high school students. In 2003, more than 
80,000 secondary school students took part. 
Given this, it is obviously a great honor for a 
young person to have won in one of the im-
portant categories. 

I was therefore very pleased to be informed 
by Dennis Cullinan, Director of the National 
Legislative Service of the VFW, that Kathleen 
M. Gearty from the Congressional District that 
I represent won the 2003 broadcast 
scriptwriting contest. I am very pleased to 
have a chance to congratulate Ms. Gearty on 
her very significant accomplishment, and be-
cause the theme of her inspirational essay is 
so important, I ask that it be printed here.

FREEDOM’S OBLIGATION 
(By Kathleen Gearty) 

On a crisp January morning a baby girl en-
tered the world. The cards were given, the 
gifts were received and a couple of months 
later the christening gown, a simple satin 
sleeveless under dress with a hand stitched 
cover dress and lace robe with matching bon-
net, was placed on the baby and she was bap-
tized. Although I don’t know all the details 
I do know that someone painstakingly and 
lovingly hand-stitched this gown as if know-
ing it would be passed down and treasured by 
my family. 

After that baby girl followed two more lit-
tle girls. As the oldest had, the two after her 
wore the gown. This tradition has been 
passed down for forty years and will con-
tinue as more babies in my family are 
brought into the world. As the gown is 
passed down the obligation to preserve it, re-
sponsibility to inherit it and the love to 
cherish it is passed along with the garment. 
In a way freedom’s obligations are similar to 
this heirloom. 

The christening gown that was worn by the 
three sisters was then worn by the older 
daughter’s two daughters and the youngest 
daughter’s youngest child. While passing the 
gown down there was much at stake. The 
preparation of preserving the gown and the 
preparation of letting it go. The gown was 
kept and locked in a large cedar chest in its 
original box wrapped in tissue paper. Passing 
it on is a challenge but inheriting it is an 
honor. The next keeper of the beautiful gown 
has the responsibility of the task of pre-
serving it, so that it may be passed on and 
treasured by the next proud mother and fa-
ther. 

As the gown was sewn together, so was our 
country, stitch by stitch. We fought for this 
freedom and the obligations that go along 
with it. We were all pierced by that great 
needle, and blood was shed but looking at 
the creation we have developed makes us re-
alize that the sacrifices were worth while. 
The gown like our country’s freedom had 
transformed and was no longer merely a 
piece of white cloth and a spool of thread but 
a privilege, an obligation and honor. 

The gown was worn then passed on; free-
dom is earned and then also passed on. The 
baptism dress must be preserved and cher-
ished by the holder whose children will wear 
it next. Freedom must also be conserved in a 
manner of respect and loyalty so that chil-
dren can live an even better life than their 
parents. Both, the heirloom and freedom are 
similar in the respect that both have to be 
treasured, or the joy in possessing such beau-
tiful treasures is gone. As an American it is 
an obligation to respect freedom and to care 
for it, for freedom is like a fragile chris-
tening gown and with one little snag of a 
thread it could unravel before your very eyes 
and be gone forever. My obligation is to en-
sure that whatever I do with my life involves 
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the preservation and the passing on of free-
dom just as I will honor my family obliga-
tions.
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KIDNEY DISEASE AWARENESS 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 7, 2003

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to reintroduce this resolution that expresses 
the sense of Congress regarding the aware-
ness of and treatment for kidney disease. This 
resolution serves as the vehicle—to inform the 
American people about kidney disease—its 
potential causes, preventions, and medical ad-
vances. In addition, it promotes federally fund-
ed research focused on kidney disease. 

The incidences of kidney disease are rising. 
What is even worse is that kidney disease 
works as ‘‘the silent killer,’’ in that most people 
with kidney damage are unaware that their 
kidneys are beginning to fall. African-Ameri-
cans, Native Americans, Hispanics, Asians, 
and Pacific Islanders are more at risk for the 
kidney disease. 

End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) is a con-
dition that causes permanent kidney failure. 
Over the last decade, the number of patients 
with ESRD has doubled to reach approxi-
mately 400,000 Americans, and has directly 
caused 50,000 deaths annually. This disease 
has affected at least 13 million people who 
have lost 50 percent of their kidney function 
without even knowing. And still, another 20 
million more Americans are unknowingly at an 
increased risk of developing kidney disease. 

Diabetes and hypertension are the number 
one and number two causes of kidney disease 
respectively. And although dialysis is a life-
saving process that helps patients perform 
many normal activities, there is no cure for 
kidney disease. 

Knowledge is power and we should all arm 
ourselves with the power to fight kidney dis-
ease as best we can. The first step in the so-
lution is to mount a comprehensive edu-
cational effort so that we all can become famil-
iar with kidney disease. This resolution starts 
that important process. 

I ask all of my colleagues to support this 
kidney disease awareness resolution by be-
coming a cosponsor.
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RECOGNIZING DARRELL BOWLES, 
II UPON RECEIVING THE ‘‘YES I 
CAN’’ AWARD 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, April 7, 2003

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the inspirational accomplishments 
and remarkable example set by Darrell 
Bowles, II. Darrell, who was born in Knoxville, 
TN and raised in nearby Blaine, was recently 
named a Tennessee recipient of the ‘‘Yes I 
Can!’’ award, given by the Tennessee Federa-
tion Council for Exceptional Children. This 
award recognizes outstanding achievement by 
students receiving special education services. 
I might add that Darrell was among the top 
five nominees at the National level. 

Born weighing only 1 pound, 7 ounces at 26 
weeks, Darrell suffered blindness shortly after 
birth. Despite this challenge, Darrell has con-
tinually proven that with steadfast determina-
tion each of us can achieve excellence in what 
we set out to do. 

Now in the ninth grade at the Tennessee 
School of the Blind and Educational Resource 
Center for the Visually Impaired, Darrell excels 
in technology and computer studies. He has 
become an expert in specialized technology 
and is an advocate for the continued advance-
ment of new software and hardware that fur-
ther enables visually impaired individuals to 
excel in both the academic and business com-
munity. 

Beyond his technological capabilities, how-
ever, Darrell’s spirit of optimism and deter-
mination should be an example to each of us. 
In a recent news report, Darrell is quoted as 
saying that his inspiration to give his very best 
comes from God. He is quoted as saying, ‘‘I 
didn’t ask for this, but I am following His will 
for me.’’

When speaking to people who have become 
discouraged or frustrated he said he likes to 
tell them that, ‘‘When God opens a door, its 
there. Go in before it closes.’’ 

Regardless of where we are in life or what 
challenges we face, I believe the advice of 
Darrell Bowles should apply to each of us. 

I also want to commend the loving family 
members and dedicated teachers who have 
supported Darrell’s efforts. I am sorry to say 
that Darrell’s mother has passed away, but the 
love she shared with him continues to be a 
driving force in his life. 

I am proud to be Darrell’s Congressman 
and on behalf of this body, I want to thank 
Darrell for the example he continues to set for 
so many, and to wish him the greatest suc-
cess in the future.
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HONORING JAMES THOMAS 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 7, 2003

Mr. NUNES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a constituent and fallen hero—James 
Thomas passed at the age of 82. 

James Thomas, or better known as Jim, 
was a great-grandfather, grandfather, father 
and loving husband. Jim was a highly deco-
rated veteran of World War II and served in 
the Army Air Corps as a gunner. After numer-
ous heroic missions over the skies of Europe, 
Jim’s plane was shot down. This led to his 
capture and he was subsequently held as a 
Prisoner of War (POW) until Allied Forces lib-
erated him. 

Jim played an active roll in our local com-
munity and has been a role model for many 
around him. He was a member of several farm 
organizations and military associations to in-
clude: the American Ex-Prisoners of War; the 
American Legion; AMVETS; and the Tulare 
Historical Society. Jim was also an active 
member of the First Church of God and volun-
teered year after year at the World Ag Expo 
in Tulare. 

Jim is survived by his wife, Eleanor Thom-
as; his children, Mike Thomas, Jannette Hill 
and Carol Kemp; his brothers, Raymond and 
George Thomas; and eight grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Thomas was a personal friend and men-
tor whom I knew my entire life. I will never for-
get the many lessons he taught me about war, 
agriculture, personal integrity and persever-
ance. Today, I honor this brave soldier and 
family man.

f 

HONNORING THE 2003 REEBOK 
HUMAN RIGHTS AWARDS RECIPI-
ENTS 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, April 7, 2003

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
draw my colleagues’ attention to a group of in-
credible human rights defenders. Each year 
the Reebok Human Rights Award recognizes 
young activists who, early in their lives and 
against great odds, have made significant con-
tributions to the field of human rights strictly 
through nonviolent means. The Award aims to 
generate positive international attention for the 
recipients and to support their efforts. Hon-
orees receive a $50,000 per person grant to a 
qualifying organization to further their work 
from The Reebok Human Rights Foundation. 
The recipients of the 2003 Award will visit 
Capitol Hill this week. I take this opportunity to 
commend Paul Fireman for creating this inno-
vative corporate program for raising public 
awareness of human rights at Reebok and I 
congratulate the 2003 Award recipients for 
their remarkable accomplishments. 

At a time when the world’s attention is fo-
cused on the war in Iraq, we ought not lose 
sight of the fact a more safe and stable world 
rests in our ability to promote human rights 
and the rule of law. Recipients of the Reebok 
Human Rights Award are working every day to 
defend fundamental rights on every continent. 

Award candidates must be 30 years of age 
or younger and cannot advocate violence or 
belong to an organization that advocates vio-
lence. Award candidates must be working on 
an issue that directly relates to the United Na-
tions’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Women and men of all races, ethnic groups, 
citizenship and religions are eligible. 

Each year the Reebok Human Rights Award 
program undertakes an extensive nomination 
outreach program, with over 10,000 nomina-
tion packets being sent worldwide. After all 
nominations are received, a team of inter-
national human rights experts and researchers 
begin the exhaustive task of researching and 
qualifying all nominees. Over the next several 
months, references are obtained, facts are 
checked, and accomplishments are verified for 
each and every application received. A group 
of finalists is presented to the Reebok Human 
Rights Board of Advisors, who select the 
Award recipients. 

A total of 72 women and men from 34 coun-
tries have received the Award. These young 
heroes have ranged from a Cuban prisoner of 
conscience to a Liberian human rights monitor 
to an American advocate for battered women. 
All of them have taught us unforgettable les-
sons about the true nature of courage and hu-
manity. 

The recipients of the 2003 Reebok Human 
Rights Award are: 

ERNEST GUEVARRA (PHILIPPINES) 
Early on, Ernest Guevarra (age 24) knew 

his life’s mission was to be a doctor and to 
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