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superb care, not only to fellow Ameri-
cans who have been wounded on the 
battlefield but also to nearly 300 
wounded Iraqi soldiers, as well as civil-
ians. On the hospital ship Comfort in 
the northern Arabian Gulf, we are 
treating 75 Iraqi prisoners of war. 

Yesterday, the Pentagon quoted one 
doctor who said:

We do not differentiate between patients, 
whether they are friends or foes.

I cannot imagine a more powerful 
statement about the compassion of our 
men and our women in uniform and our 
country. 

On Monday, GEN Tommy Franks 
paid a visit to the 101st Airborne in 
Najaf. He awarded Bronze Stars to two 
1st Brigade soldiers: SGT James Ward 
of the 1st Battalion and SGT Lucas 
Goddard of the 3rd Battalion. PFC 
Miguel Pena of the 2nd Battalion will 
also receive a Bronze Star at a future 
date. 

In closing, General Franks said in a 
brief speech during the ceremony 
something that really captures, I be-
lieve, the feelings of all Americans 
when he said:

There’s something real special to stand 
with these two young noncommissioned offi-
cers back here—and stand with these heroes.

He continues:
What I meant when I said stand with 

‘‘these heroes’’ is I meant all of you.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. TAL-
ENT). Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business not to extend beyond the hour 
of 11:30 a.m., with the first 30 minutes 
to be equally divided between the Sen-
ator from Texas, Mrs. HUTCHISON, and 
the Democratic leader, or their des-
ignees, with the remaining time to be 
equally divided between the two lead-
ers or their designees. 

The Senator from Texas. 
Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 

yield such time that the Senator from 
Tennessee may consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee is recognized. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, will the 
Senator yield for a unanimous consent 
request? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Of course. 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that following the 
Senator from Tennessee, the Senator 
from Georgia be recognized and I be 
recognized immediately following the 
Senator from Georgia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Michigan. 
Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I 

further ask unanimous consent that 

after Mr. LEVIN, the senior Senator 
from Michigan, speaks, the junior Sen-
ator from Michigan be recognized. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Reserving the 
right to object, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. That will be up 
until the 15 minutes for their side, and 
with that I agree to the unanimous 
consent request. There is another Sen-
ator coming for our 15-minute period. 

Ms. STABENOW. Yes. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from Tennessee. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

thank the Senator from Texas. 
The majority leader mentioned the 

101st Airborne Division in his remarks. 
Both he and I feel a special pride in 
that division because it sits on the bor-
der of Tennessee and Kentucky. The 
majority leader was there 10 days ago 
with the families over a weekend, and 
I was there over the past weekend with 
the Secretary of the Army at a lunch-
eon in honor of the families there.

I suppose this must be said of every 
part of our military today, but no one 
can go to Fort Campbell without being 
enormously impressed with every sin-
gle military person one meets, espe-
cially the family members. Among 
those was Holly Petraeus, who is the 
wife of the commanding general of the 
101st Airborne Division. 

We talked about a great many things 
on Saturday. We talked about the brav-
ery of the men and women from the 
101st and from the Army Special 
Forces Divisions who have been in Iraq 
even longer. We talked about the num-
ber of Tennessee reservists, American 
reservists, and National Guard men 
and women who have been deployed 
since 9/11. 

If I remember correctly, the Sec-
retary of the Army estimated that 
nearly two-thirds of all of our reserv-
ists and National Guard men and 
women have been activated in one form 
or another since 9/11. We owe them 
enormous gratitude. 

We talked about one other thing at 
Fort Campbell last Saturday, and that 
was the debt we owe to our allies be-
cause we are not in Iraq alone. We talk 
about the coalition of the willing. So 
today, I rise not just to talk about our 
brave men and women at Fort Camp-
bell, about whom I will have more to 
say later this week, but I want to ex-
press our appreciation for and salute 
our allies in the military action in 
Iraq. 

Many of our colleagues have noted 
the leadership of Great Britain and 
Prime Minister Blair, and rightfully so. 
Great Britain has long been a great 
ally of this country, and we are deeply 
grateful for that. But another ally has 
contributed significantly to military 
resources in this effort, a country we 
sometimes might overlook. That coun-
try is Australia. 

Although their military is not as 
large as Great Britain, their contribu-
tion is significant and they deserve our 
thanks. Australia has long been a 
friend and ally to the United States. 
Not only did they send troops to sup-
port us in the 1991 war in the Persian 
Gulf, they also joined us in military ac-
tion in Korea and in Vietnam. Aus-
tralians share our values of democracy 
and a pioneering spirit. Australia also 
shares our history of being a former 
British colony with a strong inde-
pendent streak. The British may be our 
ancestors, but the Australians are our 
first cousins. 

Today, Australia is standing with us 
again. In fact, they have committed 
more troops to our current efforts in 
Iraq than they did 12 years ago in 1991. 
Australia’s commitment includes: 14 F–
18 jet fighters, 3 C–130 transport air-
craft, three naval vessels, one trans-
port and two frigates, CH–47 troop-lift 
helicopters and accompanying troops, 
and a Special Forces task group of 500 
troops. 

In total, Australia has committed 
about 2,000 army, air force, and naval 
personnel—their second largest mili-
tary deployment since Vietnam. And 
they have been very active. 

Australia’s Special Forces have seen 
combat in what their commander de-
scribes as ‘‘shoot and scoot’’ missions. 
They have destroyed installations be-
hind enemy lines and provided impor-
tant reconnaissance information. 

An Australian diving team has been 
instrumental in clearing underwater 
mines at the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr, 
making it possible for the arrival of 
humanitarian aid. 

Their ships aided in the capture of an 
Iraqi vessel that was trying to lay 
more mines in the Gulf. 

And their F–18 fighter aircraft have 
joined ours in air strikes on enemy 
military targets. 

Australian Prime Minister John 
Howard told his Parliament on March 
18:

We have supported the Americans position 
on this issue because we share their concerns 
and we share their worries about the future 
if Iraq is left unattended to. 

Alliances are two-way processes and, when 
we are in agreement, we should not leave it 
to the United States to do all of the heavy 
lifting just because they are the world’s su-
perpower.

Now that is a true friend. Australia 
may not have the largest military in 
the world, but that won’t stop them 
from sending what they can to help our 
brave men and women fighting in Iraq. 
They do not want to leave us to do all 
the ‘‘heavy lifting.’’ And, as I noted 
earlier, their help has been real and 
significant. 

Australia, led by Prime Minister 
Howard, has taken a courageous stand 
by supporting us in this war and com-
mitting so many of its troops. They are 
a true friend and ally of the United 
States, and I know we are all grateful 
for their help and support.

If I may say, in 1987, after I left the 
Tennessee Governor’s office, my family 
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