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paramilitary soldiers. A ferocious firelight
ensued, but Hodges never left the side of his
vehicle. Puffing on a cigar as he directed the
action, Hodges remained constantly exposed
to fire. When two Kiowa helicopters swooped
in to pulverize the enemy strongpoint with
rocket fire, he turned to some journalists
watching the action and quipped, “That’s
your tax dollars at work.”’

Bravery inspires men, but brains and quick
thinking win wars. In one particularly tense
moment a company of U.S. soldiers was pre-
paring to guard the Mosque of Ali—one of
the most sacred Muslim sites—when agi-
tators in what had been a friendly crowd
started shouting that they were going to
storm the mosque. In an instant, the Iragis
began to chant and a riot seemed imminent.
A couple of nervous soldiers slid their weap-
ons into fire mode, and | thought we were
only moments away from a slaughter. These
soldiers had just fought an all-night battle.
They were exhausted, tense, and prepared to
crush any riot with violence of their own.
But they were also professionals, and so,
when their battalion commander, Chris
Hughes, ordered them to take a knee, point
their weapons to the ground, and start smil-
ing, that is exactly what they did. Calm re-
turned. By placing his men in the most non-
threatening posture possible, Hughes had
sapped the crowd of its aggression. Quick
thinking and iron discipline had reversed an
ugly situation and averted disaster.

Since then, | have often wondered how we
created an army of men who could fight with
ruthless savagery all night and then respond
so easily to an order to ‘“‘smile”” while under
impending threat. Historian Stephen Am-
brose said of the American soldier: ‘“When
soldiers from any other army, even our al-
lies, entered a town, the people hid in the
cellars. When Americans came in, even into
German towns, it meant smiles, chocolate
bars and C-rations.”” Ours has always been an
army like no other, because our soldiers re-
flect a society unlike any other. They are
pitiless when confronted by armed enemy
fighters and yet full of compassion for civil-
ians and even defeated enemies.

American soldiers immediately began sav-
ing Iraqgi lives at the conclusion of any fight.
Medics later said that the Iraqi wounded
they treated were astounded by our compas-
sion. They expected they would be left to
suffer or die. | witnessed Iraqi paramilitary
troops using women and children as human
shields, turning grade schools into for-
tresses, and defiling their own holy sites.
Time and again, | saw Americans taking un-
necessary risks to clear buildings without
firing or using grenades, because it might in-
jure civilians. | stood in awe as 19-year-olds
refused to return enemy fire because it was
coming from a mosque.

It was American soldiers who handed over
food to hungry lIraqis, who gave their own
medical supplies to lIragi doctors, and who
brought water to the thirsty. It was Amer-
ican soldiers who went door-to-door in a
slum because a girl was rumored to have
been injured in the fighting; when they found
her, they called in a helicopter to take her to
an Army hospital. It was American soldiers
who wept when a three-year-old was carried
out of the rubble where she had been killed
by Iraqi mortar fire. It was American sol-
diers who cleaned up houses they had been
fighting over and later occupied—they want-
ed the places to look at least somewhat tidy
when the residents returned.

It was these same soldiers who stormed to
Baghdad in only a couple of weeks, accepted
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the surrender of three Iragi Army divisions,
massacred any Republican Guard unit that
stood and fought, and disposed of a dictator
and a regime with ruthless efficiency. There
is no other army—and there are no other sol-
diers—in the world capable of such merciless
fighting and possessed of such compassion
for their fellow man. No society except
America could have produced them.

Before | end this | want to point out one
other quality of the American soldier: His
sense of justice. After a grueling fight, a
company of infantrymen was resting and
opening their first mail delivery of the war.
One of the young soldiers had received a care
package and was sharing the home-baked
cookies with his friends. A photographer
with a heavy French accent asked if he could
have one. The soldier looked him over and
said there would be no cookies for French-
men. The photographer then protested that
he was half Italian. Without missing a beat,
the soldier broke a cookie in half and gave it
to him. It was a perfect moment and a per-
fect reflection of the American soldier.

————

HONORING JUAN MARTIN
CASTILLO

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Juan Martin
Castillo, the recipient of the 2003 Human Re-
lations Award given by the Orange County
Human Relations Commission.

The recipients of the Human Relations
Awards are named for making significant con-
tributions to the county, by demonstrating
commitment to human and civil rights, and by
fostering respect and understanding among
people of all backgrounds.

Mr. Castillo has met all of the above. He or-
ganized the very first meetings of the Latino
branch of the Orange County Parents, Fami-
lies and Friends of Lesbians and Gays.

With Mr. Castillo’s help and dedication to
the organization, monthly meetings consist of
dozens of parents and friends who gather to
share stories and laughter, and to offer sup-
port.

| am very proud of the work Mr. Castillo has
done in his community. | commend him for his
work to make our world a more tolerant place
to live.

BLACK LUNG BENEFITS
SURVIVORS EQUITY ACT

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, today | am re-
introducing legislation aimed at providing eq-
uity in the treatment of benefits for eligible sur-
vivors of recipients of black lung benefits.

By way of background, in 1981 the Black
Lung Benefits Act was amended in several re-
spects at the urging of the Reagan Administra-
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tion. The driving motivation for this legislation
at the time was to shore up the finances of the
Black Lung Disability Trust Fund through
which benefit payments are made to bene-
ficiaries where mine employment terminated
prior to 1970, or where no mine operator can
be assigned liability.

After the enactment of this legislation, ad-
ministrative actions and a number of extremely
harmful court decisions made it extremely dif-
ficult, if not almost impossible, for those suf-
fering from the crippling disease of black lung
to qualify for benefits. However, today, a large
number of the problems claimants faced have
been remedied by a Clinton Administration
rulemaking that was finalized on December
20, 2000.

Yet, two provisions of the 1981 Act in par-
ticular continue to be most troublesome, and
largely impact, in a very adverse way, sur-
viving widows of coal miners who die as a re-
sult of black lung disease.

As it now stands, due to the 1981 amend-
ments, there is a dual and inequitable stand-
ard governing how benefits are handled for
surviving spouses of deceased beneficiaries.
In the event a beneficiary died prior to January
1, 1982—the effective date of the 1981 Act—
benefits continued uninterrupted to the sur-
viving spouse.

However, if the beneficiary dies after Janu-
ary 1, 1982, the surviving spouse must file a
new claim in order to try to continue receiving
the benefits and must prove that the miner
died as a result of black lung disease despite
the fact that the miner was already deemed el-
igible to receive benefits prior to death. This is
illogical, unfair and outlandish.

In addition, as a result of the 1981 law,
there is also a dual and inequitable standard
governing the basis by which a miner or his
widow is entitled to benefits under the Act. For
pre-1981 Act claimants, a rebuttable presump-
tion of the existence of black lung disease is
established if the miner worked for 15 years or
more in underground coal mines and if over
evidence, such as an X-ray, demonstrates the
existence of a total disability respiratory or pul-
monary impairment. This rebuttable presump-
tion, however, does not apply to post-1981 Act
claimants.

The legislation | am introducing today re-
moves the requirement that a surviving
spouse must refile a claim in order to continue
receiving benefits. It also applies the rebut-
table presumption of black lung disease for
pre-1981 Act claimants to those filed after the
effective date of that statute.

This is a fair and just proposal, and one
which should have been enacted years ago. In
fact, | have introduced various black lung bills
since 1988. During the early 1990s the House
of Representatives on two occasions passed
reform legislation. Much of what was con-
tained in these comprehensive reform bills
was finally addressed by the Clinton-era rule-
making. However, the subject matter of the bill
I am introducing today demands action by the
Congress.

| urge the leadership of this body to con-

sider this matter, and to allow this bill to be
acted upon this year.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1298, UNITED STATES
LEADERSHIP AGAINST HIV/AIDS,
TUBERCULOSIS, AND MALARIA
ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to applaud Chairman HENRY
HYDe and the International Relations Com-
mittee on their Herculean efforts to save lives
in the developing world. As of last year, an es-
timated 42 million individuals were infected
with HIV worldwide. Seventy-five percent of
those individuals live in developing nations in
Africa and the Caribbean. As the leading
cause of death in sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS
has killed more than 20 million people in that
region alone. This global pandemic shatters
families and wrecks any potential for pros-
perity in developing nations. Indeed, AIDS has
nearly annihilated entire segments of society
in Africa.

Like some of my colleagues, | have had an
opportunity to visit some the nations hit hard-
est by AIDS. Just months ago, | visited a
small town just outside of Capetown, South
Africa. There, | was told that at least 30 per-
cent of the town’s residents were infected with
HIV. The nearly incalculable costs associated
with such widespread suffering almost cer-
tainly damn South Africa’s children to poverty.

Notwithstanding this horrific situation, | was
struck by the success of some heroic efforts to
fight back against HIV. In the same town, the
international aid organization Doctors Without
Borders, has been running a small clinic de-
voted to treating pregnant victims of HIV. In
treating these women, Doctors Without Bor-
ders has also prevented the spread of HIV to
the unborn children of its patients. Efforts like
this one have effectively saved the lives of
hundreds of those who might otherwise face
death as a result of AIDS.

Perhaps one remarkable aspect of this effort
is that it shows what a small investment in
public health can do to alleviate mass suf-
fering in the developing world. Imagine what
organizations like Catholic charities and Doc-
tors Without Borders can do with a multi-billion
dollar commitment by the United States of
America. Today's legislation shows leadership
and it demonstrates our resolve in the fight
against AIDS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and
congratulations to the International Relations
Committee on a job well done.

———

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ROARING
SPRING LIONS CLUB

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on May 10,
2003, the Roaring Spring Lions Club will be
celebrating their 50th anniversary. | rise today
to congratulate the members of this excep-
tional club for such a momentous occasion.
The current members have continued a long
standing Lions Club tradition of excellence.
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They should be proud of their commitment to
assisting their community and fellow citizens
through numerous service activities.

The Roaring Spring Lions Club is one of
many thousands of local clubs located in 190
countries across the globe, with a world wide
membership of more than 1 million members.
As an internationally known organization, the
many local Lions Clubs make up a large web
of community service projects that range from
improving the environment, to helping local
youth through outreach projects, to assisting
the disabled in the community. Lions Club
members are truly exceptional people and
prove their commitment to the Clubs’ motto
“We serve” each and every day.

Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased to have had
the opportunity today to pay tribute to and rec-
ognize the members of the Roaring Spring
Lions Club for their 50th anniversary. | encour-
age the members to continue in their efforts to
better their community through service ori-
ented projects and | wish them each the best
of luck in all their future endeavors.

———

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
AUSTIN DOUGLAS PICKRELL

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, Austin Douglas Pickrell has de-
voted himself to serving others through his
membership in the Boy Scouts of America;
and

Whereas, Austin Douglas Pickrell has
shared his time and talent with the community
in which he resides; and

Whereas, Austin Douglas Pickrell has dem-
onstrated a commitment to meet challenges
with enthusiasm, confidence and outstanding
service; and

Whereas, Austin Douglas Pickrell must be
commended for the hard work and dedication
he put forth in earning the Eagle Scout Award;

Therefore, | join with Troop 126, the resi-
dents of Zainesville, and the entire 18th Con-
gressional District in congratulating Austin
Douglas Pickrell as he receives the Eagle
Scout Award.

———

HONORING MAX HALLMAN

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Max Hallman. Max Hallman has dedi-
cated his life to education and the community
of Merced has benefited greatly from his ef-
forts.

Max Hallman was instrumental in starting
the Honors program at Merced College thir-
teen years ago, bringing the Phi Theta Kappa
Honors Society to the campus. Max was a
founding member of the Califomia/Nevada Re-
gion of the Honors Society, and has received
several awards recognizing his achievements.
Max Hallman has been named Merced Col-
lege Instructor of the Year, is the recipient of
the National Institute for Staff and Organiza-
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tional Development's Teaching Excellence
Award, six different Phi Theta Kappa recogni-
tions and is prominently featured in the direc-
tory, Who ‘s Who Among America’s Teachers.

Max Hallman has spent his life teaching the
young to think, to question, to aspire for some-
thing greater. Max Hallman has become an
expert in the works of Frederick Nietzsche,
who once wrote, “Out of damp and gloomy
days, out of solitude, out of loveless words di-
rected at us, conclusions grow up in us like
fungus: one morning they are there, we know
not how, and they gaze upon us, morose and
gray. Woe to the thinker who is not the gar-
dener but only the soil of the plants that grow
in him!” Professor Hallman has long been
teaching his young students to garden—to be
responsible for their minds and lives, and
many of them are the better for it.

It is my honor and privilege to recognize
Max Hallman for his service to the community.
Throughout his career, he has distinguished
himself as a leader and mentor. | am delighted
to recognize his service and his retirement as
| wish him the best in the years to come.

————

IN HONOR OF MARY BALL
WILLIAMS MIDDLETON

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate Mary Ball Williams Middleton
for her lifetime achievements and continued
involvement in the community. Born in
Charleston, South Carolina on March 26,
1901, Mrs. Middleton turned 102 this year.
Since moving to Harlem at the age of 16, she
has demonstrated her commitment to bettering
society. Mrs. Middleton has been an active
member of her church, the Cathedral of United
Methodism in Harlem, NY for over 40 years.
Over the years she served as a member of
the Stewardess Board No. 4 and the United
Methodist women, and as chairperson of Dig-
nity Channel. Her community involvement is
also demonstrated through her involvement at
the A. Philip Randolph Senior Citizens’ Center,
the Harlem Council on the Aging, and the New
York City Senior Citizen Volunteers. | com-
mend Mrs. Middleton on her lifetime of com-
munity involvement and sincerely hope that
she will continue to impart her wisdom and
love on the community for the benefit of to-
day’s youth.

——————

HONORING CHIEF CAMERON
PHILLIPS

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Fire Chief Cam-
eron Robert Phillips, of Garden Grove, Cali-
fornia.

Chief Phillips, a native of California and a
man who has dedicated his time to the City of
Garden Grove, will be retiring this month as
fire chief of the Garden Grove Fire Depart-
ment.
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