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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1298, UNITED STATES
LEADERSHIP AGAINST HIV/AIDS,
TUBERCULOSIS, AND MALARIA
ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a moment to applaud Chairman HENRY
HYDe and the International Relations Com-
mittee on their Herculean efforts to save lives
in the developing world. As of last year, an es-
timated 42 million individuals were infected
with HIV worldwide. Seventy-five percent of
those individuals live in developing nations in
Africa and the Caribbean. As the leading
cause of death in sub-Saharan Africa, AIDS
has killed more than 20 million people in that
region alone. This global pandemic shatters
families and wrecks any potential for pros-
perity in developing nations. Indeed, AIDS has
nearly annihilated entire segments of society
in Africa.

Like some of my colleagues, | have had an
opportunity to visit some the nations hit hard-
est by AIDS. Just months ago, | visited a
small town just outside of Capetown, South
Africa. There, | was told that at least 30 per-
cent of the town’s residents were infected with
HIV. The nearly incalculable costs associated
with such widespread suffering almost cer-
tainly damn South Africa’s children to poverty.

Notwithstanding this horrific situation, | was
struck by the success of some heroic efforts to
fight back against HIV. In the same town, the
international aid organization Doctors Without
Borders, has been running a small clinic de-
voted to treating pregnant victims of HIV. In
treating these women, Doctors Without Bor-
ders has also prevented the spread of HIV to
the unborn children of its patients. Efforts like
this one have effectively saved the lives of
hundreds of those who might otherwise face
death as a result of AIDS.

Perhaps one remarkable aspect of this effort
is that it shows what a small investment in
public health can do to alleviate mass suf-
fering in the developing world. Imagine what
organizations like Catholic charities and Doc-
tors Without Borders can do with a multi-billion
dollar commitment by the United States of
America. Today's legislation shows leadership
and it demonstrates our resolve in the fight
against AIDS. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and
congratulations to the International Relations
Committee on a job well done.

———

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF ROARING
SPRING LIONS CLUB

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on May 10,
2003, the Roaring Spring Lions Club will be
celebrating their 50th anniversary. | rise today
to congratulate the members of this excep-
tional club for such a momentous occasion.
The current members have continued a long
standing Lions Club tradition of excellence.
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They should be proud of their commitment to
assisting their community and fellow citizens
through numerous service activities.

The Roaring Spring Lions Club is one of
many thousands of local clubs located in 190
countries across the globe, with a world wide
membership of more than 1 million members.
As an internationally known organization, the
many local Lions Clubs make up a large web
of community service projects that range from
improving the environment, to helping local
youth through outreach projects, to assisting
the disabled in the community. Lions Club
members are truly exceptional people and
prove their commitment to the Clubs’ motto
“We serve” each and every day.

Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased to have had
the opportunity today to pay tribute to and rec-
ognize the members of the Roaring Spring
Lions Club for their 50th anniversary. | encour-
age the members to continue in their efforts to
better their community through service ori-
ented projects and | wish them each the best
of luck in all their future endeavors.

———

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
AUSTIN DOUGLAS PICKRELL

HON. ROBERT W. NEY

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, Austin Douglas Pickrell has de-
voted himself to serving others through his
membership in the Boy Scouts of America;
and

Whereas, Austin Douglas Pickrell has
shared his time and talent with the community
in which he resides; and

Whereas, Austin Douglas Pickrell has dem-
onstrated a commitment to meet challenges
with enthusiasm, confidence and outstanding
service; and

Whereas, Austin Douglas Pickrell must be
commended for the hard work and dedication
he put forth in earning the Eagle Scout Award;

Therefore, | join with Troop 126, the resi-
dents of Zainesville, and the entire 18th Con-
gressional District in congratulating Austin
Douglas Pickrell as he receives the Eagle
Scout Award.

———

HONORING MAX HALLMAN

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Max Hallman. Max Hallman has dedi-
cated his life to education and the community
of Merced has benefited greatly from his ef-
forts.

Max Hallman was instrumental in starting
the Honors program at Merced College thir-
teen years ago, bringing the Phi Theta Kappa
Honors Society to the campus. Max was a
founding member of the Califomia/Nevada Re-
gion of the Honors Society, and has received
several awards recognizing his achievements.
Max Hallman has been named Merced Col-
lege Instructor of the Year, is the recipient of
the National Institute for Staff and Organiza-
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tional Development's Teaching Excellence
Award, six different Phi Theta Kappa recogni-
tions and is prominently featured in the direc-
tory, Who ‘s Who Among America’s Teachers.

Max Hallman has spent his life teaching the
young to think, to question, to aspire for some-
thing greater. Max Hallman has become an
expert in the works of Frederick Nietzsche,
who once wrote, “Out of damp and gloomy
days, out of solitude, out of loveless words di-
rected at us, conclusions grow up in us like
fungus: one morning they are there, we know
not how, and they gaze upon us, morose and
gray. Woe to the thinker who is not the gar-
dener but only the soil of the plants that grow
in him!” Professor Hallman has long been
teaching his young students to garden—to be
responsible for their minds and lives, and
many of them are the better for it.

It is my honor and privilege to recognize
Max Hallman for his service to the community.
Throughout his career, he has distinguished
himself as a leader and mentor. | am delighted
to recognize his service and his retirement as
| wish him the best in the years to come.

————

IN HONOR OF MARY BALL
WILLIAMS MIDDLETON

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate Mary Ball Williams Middleton
for her lifetime achievements and continued
involvement in the community. Born in
Charleston, South Carolina on March 26,
1901, Mrs. Middleton turned 102 this year.
Since moving to Harlem at the age of 16, she
has demonstrated her commitment to bettering
society. Mrs. Middleton has been an active
member of her church, the Cathedral of United
Methodism in Harlem, NY for over 40 years.
Over the years she served as a member of
the Stewardess Board No. 4 and the United
Methodist women, and as chairperson of Dig-
nity Channel. Her community involvement is
also demonstrated through her involvement at
the A. Philip Randolph Senior Citizens’ Center,
the Harlem Council on the Aging, and the New
York City Senior Citizen Volunteers. | com-
mend Mrs. Middleton on her lifetime of com-
munity involvement and sincerely hope that
she will continue to impart her wisdom and
love on the community for the benefit of to-
day’s youth.

——————

HONORING CHIEF CAMERON
PHILLIPS

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor Fire Chief Cam-
eron Robert Phillips, of Garden Grove, Cali-
fornia.

Chief Phillips, a native of California and a
man who has dedicated his time to the City of
Garden Grove, will be retiring this month as
fire chief of the Garden Grove Fire Depart-
ment.
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Chief Phillips began his career with the fire
department in 1974, when he became a fire-
fighter. He later became a paramedic, and
then went on to be a fire engineer. With hard
work he was promoted to fire chief in 1999.

Chief Phillips has also been very active in
his community, serving as Vice Chair of the
Governing Board at Garden Grove Hospital.
He has also been involved with the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs and the Na-
tional Fire Protection Agency.

Chief Phillips has dedicated his life to serv-
ing his community and putting his life at risk
to save others. | wish him well in his retire-
ment.

———————

PUBLIC HEALTH
HON. TED STRICKLAND

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, | encour-
age my colleagues to support legislation | am
introducing today that will improve the public
health of communities throughout America,
make worksites safer for thousands of correc-
tions officers and staff, and help to improve
the health of inmates in correctional facilities.

Every year, more than 11 million people are
released from prisons and jails across Amer-
ica, growing numbers of which suffer dis-
proportionately from mental illness, substance
abuse, and communicable diseases, such as
HIV, hepatitis and tuberculosis.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, infectious diseases are
more prevalent among correctional inmates
than the general population. For AIDS, the
prevalence among inmates is 5 times that of
the general population. Tuberculosis infection
rates are substantially higher among inmates,
with estimates from 4 to 17 times higher. And
the prevalence of hepatitis C among inmates
is 9 to 10 times higher than that of the general
population.

The health care needs of inmates have ex-
panded as the incarcerated population has
aged, succumbing to the same ailments that
afflict the elderly in the outside world—such as
diabetes, hypertension, and stroke.

It is a sad reflection of the inadequate
health care system in America that many
times inmates receive health care for the first
time after they enter correctional facilities. In-
deed, it is likely that the majority of inmates
with communicable diseases entered correc-
tional systems already infected. Having mil-
lions of inmates with serious communicable
diseases threatens the health and lives of
thousands of dedicated corrections officers
and all who work in correctional facilities, as
well as the rest of the prison population as
well. Most inmates are released after they've
served their time. Upon release, the threat to
public health becomes clear, as inmates return
to live and work in our communities. There is
no doubt that correctional facilities play a key
role in the battle against the spread of dis-
ease.

The challenge faced by correctional facilities
is enormous. In an era of shrinking resources,
corrections staff are called upon to do more
with less. My bill is intended to assist them in
this challenge.

To respond to this critical need, | am intro-
ducing legislation which would establish an Of-
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fice of Correctional Health within the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services and
would setup a program for States to combat
hepatitis in correctional facilities. The pro-
posed office would coordinate all correctional
health programs within HHS; provide technical
support to State and local correctional agen-
cies on correctional health; cooperate with
other Federal agencies carrying out correc-
tional health programs to ensure coordination;
and provide outreach and facilitate information
exchange regarding correctional health activi-
ties.

As a result of discussions with a broad
range of groups about the need to combat
hepatitis, the bill that 1 am introducing will in-
clude a program to provide matching grants to
States for the screening, immunization, and
treatment of hepatitis A, B, and C in correc-
tional facilities. This new program is based on
recommendations in a report published by the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
entitled, Prevention and Control of Infections
with Hepatitis Viruses in Correctional Settings.
States will have flexibility in this program to
screen, treat, or immunize inmates or employ-
ees.

The public health implications from joining
this battle are clear. If we give corrections pro-
fessionals the tools and resources they need
to identify, treat, and prevent communicable
disease, we protect those who reside both be-
hind bars and beyond the gates.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant public health measure.

——

LEGISLATION TO DEFER THE CAP-
ITAL GAINS TAX ON MUTUAL
FUND INVESTORS UNTIL SHARES
ARE SOLD

HON. PAUL RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, mil-
lions of working Americans depend on mutual
funds to invest and save for their future. Fund
investors are overwhelmingly middle-income
families and individuals who are investing for
the long term and mutual funds provide an
ideal way for smaller investors to invest in the
U.S. economy. Easing the burden to invest
and increasing the opportunities for these in-
vestors to put more into their portfolios is es-
pecially critical now given the nation’s current
economic health.

Because mutual funds are primarily used for
long-term investments, many fund investors
are understandably frustrated by a tax rule
that forces them to pay tax on capital gains
before they sell their shares in the fund. To
further their long-term savings and investment
goals, fund investors typically choose to have
any capital gains distributions, which they
would otherwise receive from the fund, auto-
matically reinvested in the fund. Nevertheless,
under current tax law, these fund investors are
required to pay tax on such amounts even
though they took no action to trigger those
gains and their investment dollars remain in
the fund. As widely reported in the press, fund
investors find this tax rule inconsistent with
both the long-term nature of their investment
and their understanding of how investments
are taxed.
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This tax problem would be solved with my
legislation by permitting fund investors to defer
tax on mutual fund capital gain distributions
that are automatically reinvested in the fund.
These gains would be taxed when the inves-
tors sell their shares in the fund. Postponing
the capital gains tax until the fund investor de-
cides to sell his or her shares in the fund is
consistent with the basic philosophy that a
capital gains tax on an investment is not due
until you sell the investment. This is the way
an investor who holds stock directly is taxed.

Deferring capital gains tax on mutual fund
investors until they sell their fund shares will
promote savings by middle-income investors.
Adoption of this approach will permit those
savings to grow more rapidly and remain in-
vested in America’s economy as intended by
the fund investors.

My bill will promote personal savings and in-
vestment in the national economy by changing
tax rules to reflect the continuing nature of the
shareholder’s investment in the fund.

————

FREEDOM’S OBLIGATION

HON. JIM RYUN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 6, 2003

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to bring to the attention of my colleagues
an essay written by fellow Kansan, Christina
Lachut. Ms. Lachut, from Fort Riley, Kansas,
is this year's Kansas winner of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Voice of Democracy Scholarship
Contest. | am very proud of Ms. Lachut and
her accomplishment.

FREEDOM’S OBLIGATION
(By Christina Lachut)

Freedom. The very thought of it conjures
visions of blue skies, soaring eagles, and star
spangled banners fluttering in the breeze.
However, every Veterans’ Day, Memorial
Day, Independence Day, and now Patriot
Day, we are reminded of the many lives sac-
rificed at ‘‘Freedom’s altar.”” Freedom’s
altar lies not in a single land, but across
many, from the fields of Gettysburg to Flan-
ders field, from Pearl Harbor to the Mekong
Delta, from the sands of Iraq to the hills of
the Balkans, and from the streets of New
York City to the rocks of Afghanistan. In
every land where an American in Freedom’s
name falls, a lighthouse of hope is raised.
Yes, one can easily see that our liberties as
Americans are not without a price. This
American freedom is not as much a right as
it is an obligation; an obligation to be a
torch of freedom and justice to every dark
shore our nation beholds.

Even in its birth, our country inspired
other peoples in far away lands to begin
their pursuit of the ideals our Founding Fa-
thers themselves sought. As our nation ma-
tured, it fought its own battles into adult-
hood and came to more fully realize the
breadth of the concept of the Freedom it em-
braced: the state of being fully without
bonds and lawfully equal to all people re-
gardless of color, heritage, gender, ability, or
belief. As an individual, each has a responsi-
bility to help preserve another’s freedom,
and not to aid in impeding it. As well as to
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