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the right to elect their own mayors and
city councils, to elect their own pro-
vincial governors, just like here in the
United States. Why is it the State De-
partment cannot understand what
made America successful? This is what
made America successful. We do not
centralize power in order to bring
about a more peaceful society. We dif-
fuse power and we let everybody share
in it, and we have people electing the
people who will most affect them.

I will tell the Members | do not un-
derstand why the State Department
does not understand, but they are push-
ing the wrong way in Afghanistan. It
will not work there, and it is going to
cause more trouble and it is not work-
ing. It is keeping us tied up in Kosovo.
We need to make some decisions here,
and we should not be leaving it up to
the professionals of the State Depart-
ment. The professionals at the State
Department, when they are negoti-
ating, they are not negotiating, as |
have just pointed out, from the idea of
what is best for America or even what
is most consistent with the American
way of government. Instead, they have
an ideal of their own in mind. It is a
worldwide pragmatic organized world
based with United Nations, with the
WTO, with all of these world health or-
ganizations, world trade organizations,
and this is the dream of the people who
are representing us. So when we go
into negotiations and we try to have
our government directed one way or
the other, we end up not having Amer-
ica’s interest and America’s ideals in
place. They are not part of the bar-
gaining table. The people on the other
side of the bargaining table, they know
that they are bargaining for what is
good for their country. Our people are
bargaining for what is good for the
world, what is good for the global vi-
sion of the world.

A few years ago the Euro was in trou-
ble. The Euro was in trouble. The dol-
lar of the European Economic Alliance
was in trouble. Why is it in our interest
to help them build an economic coali-
tion that is aimed at undercutting us?
Why should we build our competitors
up in Europe? Why should we help
them build a currency that permits
them to undercut the United States of
America? Why did we do this? And this
was about 4 years ago, the Euro was
collapsing, and we took money from
our own account here in the United
States that should be aimed at stabi-
lizing the American dollar, and we
took it over there and we stabilized the
Euro. We should not want our competi-
tors to do well. Our job is to watch out
for the people of the United States of
America. Instead of these large gran-
diose worldwide treaties based on eco-
nomics, we should be going individ-
ually to countries like Australia, for
example, and having agreements,
Japan and elsewhere, having bilateral
agreements that we will insist on being
enforced with other democratic coun-
tries rather than putting ourselves at
the mercy, at the mercy, of organiza-
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tions that will be controlled by people
from countries that do not share our
ideals. Yet our own State Department
has this type of world as their goal.

Let me just note that during the
time when our President was trying to
do the bidding of the State Department
and trying to jump through the hoops,
trying to have a strategy based on
what they wanted him to do, things
seemed to bog down. It looked like we
were weak and that our President lost
his purpose and was not going to be fol-
lowing through. He kept saying that he
was, but it became tiresome. It was
frightening for a moment to think that
he might back down. Instead, that all
changed when the President gave a
speech before the American Enterprise
Institute, and that is when he outlined
the moral basis, not just the pragmatic
basis. They were going to have regime
change. Remember? They were going to
have regime change. That was their
goal. When he spoke at the American
Enterprise Institute, and | believe that
was the end of February, he outlined
for the people of the world and for the
people of Iraq that our goal was free-
dom and justice for the people of Iraq
and that we will only stay there long
enough to help them build a demo-
cratic system.

After that our effort was energized.
After that there was no stopping the
United States of America because we
were the freedom fighters, and those
who opposed Saddam Hussein and
wanted democracy were our allies, and
the President allied himself with those
people all over the world who believed
in freedom and justice and democracy,
and most importantly he allied himself
with the people in Irag who believed in
those things.

Yes, it is when we stay true to our
ideals, it is when we have a morally
based, a freedom-based foreign policy
that America becomes unstoppable be-
cause our goal is not to dominate the
world but to create, yes, a better world
that is based on freedom, not based on
more bureaucratic organizations, but
on freedom and on people treating each
other decently, on liberty and justice
for all, as we have said many times.
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We would hope that as we face these
challenges in the future, that the peo-
ple of the United States remember
what we just went through and learn
the lessons. Our military learned the
lessons of the seventies and eighties.
Our CIA and our intelligence agencies
have learned the lessons of 9/11. But the
American people need to learn the les-

sons of what we have just been
through.
There will always be naysayers.

There will be pessimists, people who do
not believe in our system. There will be
people who believe in a global ap-
proach, but not believe in America as a
leader. But we must lead the way.

The President of the United States is
doing a terrific job for us, but we as the
American people must stand behind
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any President that is willing to act in
the cause of freedom. We must lead the
world, because, if we do not, there will
be no courage on the part of the people
who believe in freedom and justice any-
where in the world, unless they know
that the United States is with them,
and we are with everyone throughout
the world who would side with liberty
and justice and against tyranny.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CARSON of Indiana (at the request
of Ms. PELosI) for today on account of
primary elections in the district.

Mr. DINGELL (at the request of Ms.
PELoOsI) for today and May 7 on account
of personal reasons.

Mr. BONNER (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of trans-
portation delays.

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at
the request of Mr. DELAY) for today on
account of illness.

———————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. WYNN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HINCHEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes,
today.

Ms. NORTON, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. MALONEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. CONYERS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. WYNN, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PAUL) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon, for 5 minutes,
May 7.

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BAss, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today, May 7, 8, and 9.

Mr. NUSSLE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. HENSARLING, for 5 minutes, May
8.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
and 9.

GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, today.
WICKER, for 5 minutes, May 8.
OSBORNE, for 5 minutes, May 7.
PENCE, for 5 minutes, May 7, 8,

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, |
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 47 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Wednesday, May 7, 2003, at 10
a.m.
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