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CONGRATULATING NCAA MEN’S
VOLLEYBALL CHAMPION LEWIS
UNIVERSITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHocoLA). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Mrs. BIGGERT) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, Holly-
wood may have the script for its next
sports movie classic. Think Hoosiers,
the true story of how a small town high
school basketball team became Indiana
State Champions. Think David slays
Goliath with little more than a wicked
set, spike and serve. Think NCAA his-
tory. Just think about it.

No Division Il team in NCAA colle-
giate history has ever won a team
championship. In a sport dominated by
California and other sun-soaked States,
no men’s volleyball team from a Mid-
west university has ever won a na-
tional title in the sport. No Chicago
area university has won an NCAA na-
tional title in 40 years. That is, until
now.

Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratulate
the Lewis University Flyers, 2003
NCAA Men’s Volleyball Champions,
from Romeoville, Illinois, in my con-
gressional district. Under the leader-
ship of head coach David Deuser and
assistant coach Ryan McNeil, Lewis
University defeated second-ranked
Brigham Young University in five
breathtaking sets, in front of a na-
tional television audience and a sellout
crowd.

Brigham Young has almost eight
times the student body population of
Lewis, not that they needed the extra
motivation. Almost as impressive, the
Flyers upset top-ranked and perennial
powerhouse Pepperdine University in
the semifinals to reach the title game.

Who are the Flyers? They are
Enrique Escalante, Jose Castellano,
Alex Karjavine, Weyni Johnson, Jeff

Soler, Matt Miller, Ryan Stuntz,
Fabiano Barreto, Gustavo Meyer,
Kevin Miller, Brandon Sisk, Marco
Quintana, Greg Pochopien, James

Elsea and Jose Martins and student
manager John Sullivan.

Mr. Speaker, all of Illinois, and espe-
cially the city of Romeoville, is proud
of the team’s accomplishments. In fact,
alumni, educators and friends from
across the country have called to per-
sonally congratulate the team and the
university. These are exciting times in
Romeoville.

There are two other things about
these athletes that are not making the
headlines and should. One, the team is
a diverse group of student athletes.
Four of them have received awards this
year for outstanding academic achieve-
ment. Mr. Speaker, no matter the age,
we all know how important it is for our
student athletes to balance the books
with time spent on the court.

Second, the Flyers have played the
David versus Goliath role twice before.
They reached the national semifinals
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twice in 1996 and 1998,
times to UCLA.

What, my colleagues might ask, was
the big difference this year? As my
friend and president of Lewis Univer-
sity, Brother James Gaffney, said re-
cently, “This year, David was well-
armed.”” Even Brigham Young coach
Tom Peterson graciously said, ‘“‘Give
Lewis all of the credit. They are a
great team.”

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. LINDA T.
SANCHEZ) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia addressed the House. Her re-
marks will appear hereafter in the Ex-
tensions of Remarks.)

———
WARS AND CONTRACTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to support an effort by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. WAXMAN),
one of the most distinguished Members
of this House. He has called for full dis-
closure of the massive unbid $7 billion
contract, that is 7,000 millions of dol-
lars, that Halliburton Corporation has
just received from the Department of
Defense for the reconstruction of the
demolished nation of lrag. The emer-
gency no-bid contract for Halliburton,
again not competitively bid, is sup-
posed to fight oil fires.

Vice President Dick CHENEY just hap-
pened to head up Halliburton Corpora-
tion after he left the first Bush admin-
istration and before rejoining this Bush
administration. Reports indicate he
currently receives $180,000 per year in
payments from Halliburton Corpora-
tion in the form of deferred compensa-
tion.

The company apparently will be able
to expand this no-bid $7 billion con-
tract, first, to operate the oil fields
themselves and, second, to distribute
the oil to which our Nation is so hope-
lessly addicted.

In a letter to Lieutenant General
Robert Flowers, commander of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. WAXMAN)
said he did not mean to suggest that
the Corps has intentionally misled any-
one about Halliburton’s contract. How-
ever, the gentleman from California
(Mr. WAXMAN) is concerned, as all of us
should be, about the reluctance of the
Bush administration to provide com-
plete information about the Halli-
burton contract and other contracts
for the reconstruction of Iraqg.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
WAXMAN) questioned how the long-
term contracts for Halliburton could be
reconciled with the administration’s
stated intent to give the Iraqi people
control of the oil in Iraqg.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
WAXMAN) said, “Only now, over 5 weeks
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after the contract was first disclosed,
are Members of Congress and the public
learning that Halliburton Corporation
may be asked to pump and distribute
Iraqi oil under contract.”

The gentleman from California (Mr.
WAXMAN) repeated the Corps’ state-
ment that the contract could be worth
up to $7 billion for up to 2 years. Mr.
Speaker, as the United States begins
the long and expensive process of re-
building in the wreckage of Iraq, per-
haps we should reflect on the process of
massive unbid contracts, using tax-
payer dollars, to the company that was
formerly headed by the Vice President.
If the press were awake in America,
they would pursue this story to the
very ends of the Earth.

If the Congress were more responsible
in fulfilling its responsibility as a co-
equal branch of government to our tax-
payers, we would have hearings into
this connection. If the death of Vince
Foster is worthy of congressional in-
vestigations, then certainly unbid bil-
lions of dollars of contracts to Halli-
burton and others close to this admin-
istration deserve at least the same
level of scrutiny.

This Member of Congress intends to
offer a bill to assure competitive bid-
ding in any contracts related to re-
building in Iraq or Afghanistan. It is
amazing that | even have to do this,
and it will be interesting to see who op-
poses me.

The Atlanta Journal Constitution
said in a recent editorial that the se-
cret Halliburton deal endangers U.S.
credibility. The Constitution ques-
tioned why a Halliburton subsidiary
was the only company invited to bid on
the lIraqi contract, why the contract
was kept secret from the public until 2
weeks after it was signed this March,
and why the true scope of the contract
was not disclosed until last week. All
are legitimate questions, particularly
in a Nation that is trying to inculcate
the rule of law and transparency as
part of the nation-building process in
Iraqg.

The Journal Constitution also raised
questions about a previous contract be-
tween the Halliburton subsidiary and
the U.S. Army during Mr. CHENEY’S
reign at Halliburton. The GAO deter-
mined in 1997 that Halliburton charged
the Army more than $85 per sheet of
plywood for building projects in Bos-
nia. A follow-up report in 2000 said the
subsidiary’s crews were being paid to
clean offices as often as four times a
day, and the company receives more
than $2 billion for work being done in
the Balkans.

Even if the Halliburton subsidiary
were the only company capable of
doing work in Irag, which most oil in-
dustry people contradict, then why all
the secrecy about the no-bid contract?

Mr. Speaker, Reuters News Service
reported Halliburton has disclosed that
it made approximately $2.4 million in
improper payments to Nigeria, another
oil regime getting favorable tax treat-
ment.
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