May 15, 2003

there was an earthquake. We always
rise to the occasion in Congress and go
to the aid of places that are affected.
Well, now we have a man-made disaster
in terms of the economy; and in New
York, it is even worse because of the
recession on top of the recession when
we had the attack on the World Trade
Center, which dislocated a major part
of our economy. The Federal Govern-
ment should come to the aid of New
York, not only in the same way it
comes to all parts of the country with
respect to the recession, but we still
need help in building back what was
taken away as a result of an act of war
against the United States.

Osama bin Laden and the terrorists
did not attack New York City because
it is New York City. They attacked it
because it was a target in the United
States. It was an act of war against the
United States, and we deserve to have
more help from the United States Gov-
ernment in the rebuilding of New York,
just as we went to the aid of San Fran-
cisco and Oakland when they had a
super earthquake. Billions of dollars
went there. We have gone to the aid of
islands who have had floods and nat-
ural disasters all over the country.
Now is the time to go to the aid of our
big cities suffering most from this re-
cession in every way.

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
THE UNITED STATES DELEGA-
TION OF THE CANADA-UNITED
STATES INTERPARLIAMENTARY
GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
COLE). Pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 276d,
clause 10 of rule 1, and the order of the
House of January 8, 2003, the Chair an-
nounces the Speaker’s appointment of
the following Members of the House to
the United States Delegation of the
Canada-United States Interparliamen-
tary Group, in addition to Mr. HOUGH-
ToN of New York, chairman, appointed
on March 13, 2003:

Mr. OBERSTAR of Minnesota,

Mr. DREIER of California,

Mr. SHAw of Florida,

Ms. SLAUGHTER of New York,

Mr. STEARNS of Florida,

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota,

Mr. MANzULLO of Illinois,

Mr. SMITH of Michigan,

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania,

and Mr. SOUDER of Indiana.

————
MORE HOMELAND HEROES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. TANCREDO) is recognized for
60 minutes.

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, as | do
on several occasions, | attempt to
bring to the attention of the body and
the people of this country a group of
people who | have referred to as home-
land heroes. These are people whose ef-
forts in defense of the homeland go
unheralded, unfortunately, but who, in
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every way imaginable, are living in sit-
uations that we can only describe as
war-like. They are living on a war
front, and | refer specifically to our
borders where an invasion is occurring.
And these folks, the folks that | refer
to as homeland heroes, represent to
me, anyway, the sort of first line of de-
fense, and they look to their govern-
ment to help them defend their coun-
try, their lives, their homes. Unfortu-
nately, the Government of the United
States looks the other way.

Tonight | wanted to bring to the at-
tention of the body the newest member
of this group of homeland heroes. His
name is Gary McBride. He is a 59-year-
old rancher in Cochise County. He has
lived in Arizona all of his life. He man-
ages a ranch of over 22,000 acres in
Rucker’s Canyon, which is 30 miles off
the U.S.-Mexico border just northeast
of Douglas.

I met Gary McBride on one of my
most recent visits to Arizona, and |
visited the Rucker Canyon area on a
beautiful Sunday morning. Mr.
McBride is a frustrated man, | should
tell my colleagues. He cannot under-
stand why his own government cannot
curtail the flow of illegal aliens across
the rangeland he manages. This is a
good question. It was one | could not
give him a good answer to.

Mr. McBride is the manager of a
ranch with 30 bulls, 300 cows and their
offspring. His job is to see to it that
the care and feeding of these cattle
goes on. Anything that affects the cat-
tle or increases the cost of raising cat-
tle has a direct impact on his life.

A few things are basic to raising cat-
tle and bringing them to market. These
things include water, feed, and fences.
Let us concentrate on just water for a
little bit. Water is, of course, an enor-
mously valuable commaodity, as it is in
Arizona and throughout the West. | am
sure one can understand how wasted
water and damaged water lines can be
a big headache for ranchers. All of the
ranchers | spoke to along the border re-
gion have experienced continual prob-
lems with their water lines because of
illegal alien trespassers.
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The illegals stream across their land
in very large numbers. Anyone walking
many miles across open range will need
water. If the trespasser only drank the
water and did not damage the water
lines, the water troughs, water pumps
and other equipment, that would be
one thing. It would not impact the
ranch so much, and it would not add
that much to the cost of raising cattle.
Unfortunately, the illegal aliens com-
ing across the land in large numbers do
not merely drink water from spigots or
troughs. They break a float or fix it so
it will not shut off, or they turn a valve
so the tank is drained completely dry
and the water wasted.

A typical storage tank holds 10,000
gallons of water. In the last year alone
these tanks have been drained three
times, the tanks owned by Mr.
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McBride. This is a lot of water to waste
in time of drought. Not only are the
cattle affected, but local wildlife is
also affected.

Often the generator for the water
pump is damaged or vandalized. The
cost of replacing a generator, anywhere
between $3,000 and $5,000. I will stress
that these are new situations for peo-
ple living on the border, for Mr.
McBride who has lived there all his
life. It is not new to have illegal tres-
passers coming across their land. It is
completely new to have them come
across in numbers of hundreds, even
thousands. It is also new to have this
phenomenon where they are so intent
on vandalizing the property. They con-
front property owners in very aggres-
sive ways.

There is a difference today, they will
tell you. Anyone on the border will tell
you there is a big difference today in
the people coming across the border
and the people that used to come
across three or four at a time looking
for a job, that oftentimes the ranchers
would provide, give them some food,
send them on their way. But today it is
different.

Fences. Let us go into that part of
what it takes to be a rancher in this
area. A central part of ranch manage-
ment is having good fences. Keeping
fences repaired is a big problem for all
of the ranchers on the border region.
One or two people crossing the land
might easily crawl under or over a cat-
tle fence, but groups of 20 or 50 or 1,000,
usually headed by what is called a coy-
ote, and the coyote cares nothing for
the fences.

This is not the four-legged animal we
are talking about. Coyote is the term
used for the individual who is leading
the group of illegal immigrants across
the country. So as | say, he does not
care a thing about your fences. And in
order to facilitate the movement of the
people quickly, which is what he is try-
ing to accomplish, they will cut the
fences or trample them down. On one
recent evening, trespassers destroyed
five gates and six fences in one 15-mile
stretch involving four different prop-
erty owners. Think about the cost in
supplies and time to repair those gates
and fences. On another night the tres-
passers destroyed two gates and two
fences that took Mr. McBride $170 to
fix.

When a fence is down, cattle move
across and wander into adjacent ranch
property. It typically takes over 100
manhours each month to sort the cat-
tle out and move them back where
they belong. Sometimes the coyotes
create a new problem that never ex-
isted before. Mr. McBride told me
about this fence that serves no purpose
but to stop illegal traffic. Mr. McBride
had to build a strong fence on a quar-
ter-mile stretch of road to prevent ve-
hicles from using a back road to trans-
port drugs across his land. It was the
only way to stop the almost nightly
flow of trucks across his land. It cost
him $1,033.25.
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