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with VA. He expressed how valuable
the academic affiliation has been in
improving care for veterans while con-
tributing greatly to the educational
and research capabilities of the
schools. The affiliation—in his view—
has also fostered cost-effective and effi-
cient sharing of clinical and research
resources, resulting in significant
health care reforms.

Dr. Clarkson also pointed out that,
were it not for its 50-year old collabo-
ration with the Miami VAMC, the Uni-
versity of Miami Medical School never
would have gotten off the ground, nor
would it have accomplished all it has
over the years.

The new General Clinical Research
Center will be only the third such facil-
ity housed at a VA Medical Center, and
it will allow basic research results to
be applied to the development of poten-
tially lifesaving drugs, devices, and
therapies that could benefit not only
veterans, but the entire Nation.

I would like to congratulate and
thank the hardworking staffs of both
the Miami VA Medical Center and the
University of Miami Medical School.
Without their dedication, their 50-year
collaboration would never have been so
successful and this latest development,
a brand-new Clinical Research Center,
would not have been possible.®

————

SANDY JERSTAD RETIRES FROM
AUGUSTANA COLLEGE

® Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today |
recognize Sandy Jerstad for her years
of accomplishment as softball coach
for the Augustana College Vikings in
Sioux Falls, SD. Earlier this week,
Sandy marked the end of an era, not
only for that institution, but for an en-
tire community when she announced
her retirement from a 27 year coaching
career.

When | think of Sandy, | think of all
that she has accomplished and how her
perseverance has carried her through
both her career and her personal life.
That perseverance has been exhibited
and intertwined between her personal
and professional life.

This perseverance began when she
joined the Augustana staff in 1977 as
head softball coach, tennis coach, and
women’s administrator. She started a
softball program from scratch. Her
coaching career then mirrored the im-
plementation of Title IX, a law whose
purpose she continually advocates and
represents on a daily basis. Sandy was
Augustana’s first and, until now, only
softball coach. The program, and its
successes, was created with the founda-
tion she built. Augustana’s softball tri-
umphs are evident in the statistics
that were earned on the field and con-
tinue through the former players, who
are now women that are leaders in
communities all over the country.

During those early years Sandy was
trying to build a program that equaled
that of any men'’s sport with regards to
budgets, equipment, scholarships, and
opportunity for each girl that entered
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Augustana and wanted to participate
in collegiate athletics. Her persever-
ance paid off and is evidenced in her
teams’ success and the increased oppor-
tunity for women athletes.

This season Sandy coached her
1,000th career win, only the second
NCAA softball coach to achieve this.
Following this win, sportswriter Eric
Bursch of the Argus Leader described it
well, noting that legendary University
of North Carolina Men’s Basketball
Coach Dean Smith only had 879 wins
and has the most wins of any coach in
NCAA Men’s Basketball history. This
is an amazing feat for any coach, and it
came with not only athletic success
but with personal success off the field.
She will end her coaching career with a
1,011-359-2 record. Her 1991 team won
the NCAA Division Il National Cham-
pionship, as well as a second place fin-
ish in 1993. She coached for 25 straight
winning seasons. The Vikings have ap-
peared in 16 regional tournaments
under the direction of Sandy. For her
contributions to the sport of softball,
Sandy was inducted into the National
Fastpitch Coaches Association Hall of
Fame in December 2000. In 1998 she was
the South Dakota Sportswriters Asso-
ciation coach of the year.

Even with all of her career accom-
plishments her resolve has been quite
evident in her personal life as well. It
was exhibited again when her husband,
Mark, was diagnosed with cancer.
Mark fought bravely, but sadly, he suc-
cumbed to the disease. Sandy stood
strongly by his side and helped him
through his treatment. From her loss
she has worked to keep Mark’s memory
and his work alive not only by speak-
ing of her family’s experience, but also
by donating her time and resources to
causes on Mark’s behalf.

She has been an inspiration to her
players throughout her tenure and that
legacy will continue to live on in each
player and especially in those who have
chosen to follow in Sandy’s coaching
footsteps. The legacy will live on with
lessons that were learned from their
time at Augustana.

It is an honor for me to share Sandy’s
accomplishments with my colleagues
and to publicly commend her for all
she’s done for softball, women’s sports,
Augustana, and the Sioux Falls Com-
munity, and | wish her all the best on
her future challenges and opportuni-
ties.®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

—————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
and a treaty which were referred to the
appropriate committees.
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(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

————
MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 2:52 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 192. An act to amend the Microenter-
prise for Self-Reliance Act of 2000 and the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to increase as-
sistance for the poorest people in developing
countries under microenterprise assistance
programs under those Acts.

H.R. 255. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to grant an easement to fa-
cilitate access to the Lewis and Clark Inter-
pretative Center in Nebraska City, Nebraska.

H.R. 856. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to revise an repayment con-
tract with the Tom Green County Water
Control and Improvement District No. 1, San
Angelo project, Texas, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 1000. An act to amend title | of the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986
to provide additional protections to partici-
pants and beneficiaries in individual account
plans from excessive investment in employer
securities and to promote the provision of re-
tirement investment advice to workers man-
aging their retirement income assets.

H.R. 1012. An act to establish the Carter G.
Woodson Home National Historic Site in the
District of Columbia, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1577. An act to designate the visitors’
center in Organ Pipe National Monument in
Arizona as the “‘Kris Eggle Memorial Visi-
tors’ Center”’, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bills
without amendment:

S. 243. An act concerning participation of
Taiwan in the World Health Organization.

S. 870. An act to amend the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act to extend
the availability of funds to carry out the
fruit and vegetable pilot program.

At 4:16 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1527. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to authorize appropriations for
the National Transportation Safety Board
for fiscal years 2003 through 2006, and for
other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 192. An act to amend the Microenter-
prise for Self-Reliance Act of 2000 and the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to increase as-
sistance for the poorest people in developing
countries under microenterprise assistance
programs under those Acts, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions.

H.R. 856. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to revise a repayment con-
tract with the Tom Green County Water
Control and Improvement District No. 1, San
Angelo project, Texas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.
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