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Medicare system, the future education
of our children, affordable housing, be
placed in Republican hands, then the
situation is worse than | ever thought.

No, you do not have to be an econo-
mist to figure this move out. What we
are talking about is borrowing money,
making insecure the Social Security
system, privatizing the Medicare sys-
tem, not having enough funds to and
keeping every child behind. And why
are we doing this? Are we borrowing it
for spending, or are we borrowing it for
tax cuts? | think the American people
understand what we are doing.

Mr. Speaker, | have no further re-
quests for time, | yield back the bal-
ance of my time, and I move the pre-
vious question on the motion.

The previous question was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to instruct
offered by the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. STENHOLM).

The motion to instruct was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees:

For consideration of the House bill
and the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:

Messrs. THOMAS, DELAY and RANGEL.

There was no objection.

————
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VETERANS COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2003

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LATOURETTE). The unfinished business
is the question of suspending the rules
and passing the bill, H.R. 1683.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. At this
point, the unfinished business will be
deferred until a later moment in time.

——————

PROVIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 1588, NATIONAL
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT
FOR FISCAL YEAR 2004

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, | call
up House Resolution 247 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 247

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 1588)
to authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2004 for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for fiscal year 2004, and for
other purposes. No further amendment to
the committee amendment in the nature of a
substitute shall be in order except those
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution and
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amendments en bloc described in section 2.
Each amendment printed in the report of the
Committee on Rules shall be considered only
in the order printed in the report (except as
specified in section 3), may be offered only
by a Member designated in the report, shall
be considered as read, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of the
Whole. Each amendment printed in the re-
port shall be debatable for 10 minutes (unless
otherwise specified in the report) equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent and an
opponent and shall not be subject to amend-
ment (except that the chairman and ranking
minority member of the Committee on
Armed Services each may offer one pro
forma amendment for the purpose of further
debate on any pending amendment). All
points of order against amendments printed
in the report of the Committee on Rules or
amendments en bloc described in section 2
are waived.

Sec. 2. It shall be in order at any time for
the chairman of the Committee on Armed
Services or his designee to offer amendments
en bloc consisting of amendments printed in
the report of the Committee on Rules not
earlier disposed of or germane modifications
of any such amendment. Amendments en
bloc offered pursuant to this section shall be
considered as read (except that modifica-
tions shall be reported), shall be debatable
for 20 minutes equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Armed Services or
their designees, shall not be subject to
amendment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question in the
House or in the Committee of the Whole. For
the purpose of inclusion in such amendments
en bloc, an amendment printed in the form
of a motion to strike may be modified to the
form of a germane perfecting amendment to
the text originally proposed to be stricken.
The original proponent of an amendment in-
cluded in such amendments en bloc may in-
sert a statement in the Congressional Record
immediately before the disposition of the
amendments en bloc.

Sec. 3. The Chairman of the Committee of
the Whole may recognize for consideration of
any amendment printed in the report of the
Committee on Rules out of the order printed,
but not sooner than one hour after the chair-
man of the Committee on Armed Services or
a designee announces from the floor a re-
quest to that effect.

Sec. 4. At the conclusion of consideration
of the bill for amendment the Committee
shall rise and report the bill to the House
with such amendments as may have been
adopted. Any Member may demand a sepa-
rate vote in the House on any amendment
adopted in the Committee of the Whole to
the bill or to the committee amendment in
the nature of a substitute. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Mrs.
MYRICK) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, | yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas, Mr. FRosST, pending which
| yield myself such time as | may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for purposes
of debate only.

Yesterday, the Committee on Rules
met and granted a structured rule for
H.R. 1588, the National Defense Author-
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ization Act for Fiscal Year 2004. This
rule provides for further consideration
of the bill and makes in order only
those amendments printed in the Com-
mittee on Rules report accompanying
the resolution and amendments en bloc
described in section 2 of the resolution.

The amendments printed in the re-
port shall be considered only in the
order printed in the report, except as
specified in section 3 of the resolution,
may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be consid-
ered as read, and shall not be subject to
a demand for division of the question
in the House or in the Committee of
the Whole.

Each amendment shall be debatable
for 10 minutes, unless otherwise speci-
fied in the report, equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent and shall not be subject to
amendment, except that the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Armed Services may
each offer one pro forma amendment
for the purpose of further debate on
any pending amendment.

Finally, the rule provides one motion
to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

This is a fair rule. It is a traditional,
structured rule for defense authoriza-
tion, and it provides for debate on 30
additional amendments that deal with
pertinent issues, including personnel
issues, maritime security, quality-of-
life issues for our servicemen and
women, and a number of noncontrover-
sial concerns.

The most controversial of these
measures is certain to be the mod-
ernization of the personnel system.
Modernizing the management system
is imperative to national security and
the retention and recruitment of civil-
ian personnel.

The Committee on Armed Services
believes that the important lessons
learned from various demonstration
projects within DOD should be applied
across the Department. These projects
have shown to improve the expeditious
hiring of qualified personnel, have been
valuable in providing flexible personnel
compensation and assignment systems,
and have improved organizational effi-
ciency. These demonstration projects
have also been highly successful in at-
tracting and maintaining high-quality
work forces.

The reforms included in this legisla-
tion would be similar to the flexibility
provided to the Department of Home-
land Security.

Finally, | believe that the Secretary
of Defense should have more flexible
management authority.

H.R. 1588 is more than just a signal to
our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Ma-
rines that this Nation recognizes their
sacrifices. It is the means by which we
meet our commitment to providing
them a decent quality of life by pro-
viding an across-the-board 4.1 percent
pay increase for military personnel, so
as to sustain the commitment and pro-
fessionalism of America’s all-voluntary
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