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Let me read from this article from
the Wall Street Journal front page yes-
terday. Let me read a couple of para-
graphs. In fact, the headline s,
“Empty Shells: As U.S. Balks on Medi-
cine Deal, African Patients Feel the
Pain,” and the subtitle is ‘“‘Big drug
makers protecting their patents seek
limits to a global trade accord, search-
ing for insulin in Chad.” As one reads
the article, it is shameful.

Let me just read a couple of para-
graphs for the benefit of Members.
“Wealthier countries where drugs are
produced and patented promised 18
months ago at global trade talks in
Qatar to loosen patent restrictions in
order to ease shortages and reduce
prices. It was just after September 11,
and the U.S. led the rhetorical charge,
eager to demonstrate its desire to bat-
tle suffering among the world’s poor
while mounting a war on terrorism.
But last December when all of the
other 143 countries in the World Trade
Organization had lined up behind a new
plan on the trade of medicines, the
United States blocked the proposal.

“The Bush administration, under
heavy lobbying from the pharma-
ceutical industry seeking to limit the
scope of the deal, endorsed a list of
some 20 infectious diseases, and that
was it. That was all they were willing
to address. These included HIV-AIDS,
malaria, tuberculosis, typhus, hemor-
rhagic fever, and others categorized as
epidemics in the developing countries,
but that was it. Drug manufacturers
feared that without the limitation, the
deal could lead to a broader under-
mining of their lucrative patent rights.
Poor nations were outraged.”

Mr. Speaker, we should be outraged.
As we speak, there are people suffering
from diabetes in the country of Chad in
sub-Saharan Africa that cannot get in-
sulin. It is time for us to take control
of this issue. For too long we have al-
lowed the special interests and some of
the misinformed people over at the
FDA to sort of box us into a corner so
Americans now pay the world’s highest
prices. We are the world’s best cus-
tomers, but yet we pay the highest
prices for prescription drugs.

Do not just take my word for it. We
were in Munich, Germany, about a
month ago, and we bought and I have
the receipt here for what we paid for
these drugs. Let me take this drug,
Cipro, which we all know about after
the anthrax scare. In Germany, at the
Munich airport, we paid 35.12 Euros for
this product. That is about $34. This
same product in the United States sells
for $60. The average price in the United
States, according to one study, is over
$80. We paid $34.

Let me take Coumadin, and this is a
drug that my father takes, made by
DuPont. This drug in the United
States, the average price is over $64. In
Munich, Germany, we bought this drug
for 20.43 Euros. That works out to
about $19 in American currency; $64 in
the United States, $20 in Europe.

Glucophage, a marvelous drug for
diabetics, which we bought in Germany
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for $5. This drug can cost as much as
$100 here in the United States of Amer-
ica.

But here is the one that really got to
me. This is a drug called Tamoxifen,
probably the most effective drug we
have ever seen on the market in treat-
ing and perhaps preventing breast can-
cer among women. It is a miracle drug,
and we are thankful it exists. We
bought this drug at the Munich Airport
pharmacy for $59.05 American. This
same drug here in the United States
sells for $360 for the same box; $60 in
Germany, $360 in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, it is not shame on the
pharmaceutical industry, it is shame
on us. We have created an environment
where we permit these companies to
literally run roughshod over American
consumers.

Let me add one other thing about
this drug, American taxpayers paid for
almost all of the R&D costs to have it
developed. In fact, the company origi-
nally said they would not patent it be-
cause it was the taxpayers who paid for
the R&D. But | guess they have pat-
ented it.

I will yield back the balance of my
time, but | will be back; and | have a
bill that will begin to resolve this, and
I hope all Members, Democrats and Re-
publicans, will join me in cosponsoring
that legislation.

————

TAX CUTS LEAVE OUT WORKING
POOR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. SoLIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, there has
been a lot of talk about what the re-
cent tax cuts will do for our economy,
and | would like to talk to Members
about what they will not do and who
they will not help.

The $350 billion in tax cuts leaves out
the working poor, and many, in the
State of California, working families.
Republicans rejected a Democratic at-
tempt to try to get child tax credits to
low-income families earning less than
$10,500. To add insult to injury, last-
minute changes made by Republicans
also will prevent families with incomes
between $10,500 and $26,625, and that in-
cludes about 11.9 million children, and
they will not receive any kind of a
child tax credit or be eligible for one.
One out of every four families in my
district in California will get no child
tax credit.

Families like this one pictured here,
who live in my district in East Los An-
geles, Ruben and Teresa, whose son is
proudly serving us right now in lraq,
this family makes $24,000 a year. They
will get no tax break, no tax break. Yet
somehow Republicans found $90 billion
to give to 200,000 millionaire families.
That money will not make it to my
district, no way, since 99 percent of the
families there earn less than $200,000.

Republicans left out all of these fam-
ilies to accommodate tax cuts on divi-

June 3, 2003

dends that go mostly to rich and
wealthy people. The tax cuts leave out
married tax filers who happen to be liv-
ing in poverty. The Republicans post-
poned marriage penalty relief under
the earned income tax credit which is
claimed by many working families
earning $34,000 or less. This means that
working-class married tax filers are
treated as second-class citizen.

The tax cuts leave out the people of
California, and although California suf-
fers from the largest budget deficit in
the country, it is ranked at 43rd in
terms of per capita State aid allotted
by the Republican tax bill.

Mr. Speaker, 31 percent of California
families are not helped by the child tax
credit. That is 2.4 million children in
California alone, and | mean all chil-
dren; and 47 percent of Californians
will get a total tax cut of less than
$100. That is barely enough to take
them to the movies, buy a pizza and
maybe have some extra spending
money to buy book supplies, if that.

Mr. Speaker, 28 percent get nothing
at all. It is a sign of a grossly skewed
priority by Republicans that would
leave a lot of people out, yet they give
$100,000 tax breaks to the largest SUVs,
which pollute our air, keep us depend-
ent on foreign oil, and spew out green-
house gases.

So while the typical millionaire gets
over $93,500 in tax cuts and another
$100,000 break for their huge SUVs,
working-class people are left sitting in
the smog with almost nothing in their
pockets. If we had only given those
millionaires $88,000 instead of $93,000,
we could afford to give the child tax
credit to all families. That means
140,000 hard-working families in my
district would have gotten some kind
of tax relief.

Democrats tried to offer an economic
stimulus plan with an immediate in-
crease in the child tax credit, marriage
penalty relief for all, and the expansion
of the 10 percent tax bracket, and
Democrats tried to put money in the
pockets of working-class people. These
are the people who would stimulate our
economy, pull it out of the tailspin it
has been in ever since this President
took office.

With more than 2.7 million jobs lost
in the last 2 years, we in Congress
should be declaring war against pov-
erty. Instead, Republicans have de-
clared a war against working families,
families like this who send their chil-
dren to serve in our wars. We need to
change that, and we need to support
and extend benefits for those hard-
working Americans, especially families
like this that right now are hoping
that their son will come home, and
even he would not be eligible for a tax
credit because he makes less than the
amount required under this bill that
was passed by the Republicans.
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COMMENDING THOSE FIGHTING
WAR ON TERROR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. BEAUPREZ)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BEAUPREZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to urge my colleagues to support
House Concurrent Resolution 177, rec-
ognizing and commending people of
freedom for having played such a cru-
cial role in the ongoing success in the
war on terror.

Mr. Speaker, people of freedom come
in all different shapes and sizes. They
do not come from one nation, but from
all nations. They do not go to the same
house of worship, but they all have
hearts filled with hope. They do not all
carry a rifle, they do not all go into
battle, but every single man or woman
who believes in freedom also believes
we can leave this world just a little
better than we found it.

Mr. Speaker, the success of Operation
Enduring Freedom and Operation lraqi
Freedom is not just a plan, it is not
just training, it is not just willpower or
determination; it is all of that and
much, much more. It is about young
men and women who displayed heroism
in the face of grave danger. It is about
leaders who redefine the very nature of
conflicts, it is about a disciplined mili-
tary equipped with cutting-edge tech-
nology capable of delivering surgical
strikes with razor-sharp precision. It is
about a fighting force filled with com-
passion, a force capable of delivering
the fist of justice and the outstretched
hand of comfort at the same time.

I have heard some disturbing things
lately, Mr. Speaker. | have heard that
the conflict in Iraq was unjustified. |
have heard that uncovering mass
graves is somehow not a good enough
reason for freedom in Iraqg. | have heard
that mobile bioweapons labs do not
count as real evidence of weapons of
mass destruction. | have heard that life
under one of the most brutal regimes
in history really was not all that bad.
That is nonsense, pure nonsense. Fur-
thermore, it is an insult to the brave
men and women now returning home.

Mr. Speaker, | join my colleagues to
commend not only our troops but the
entire military community, for with-
out the people in the background, the
encouragement of a family, the exper-
tise of a scientist, the commitment of
a President, the situation in Iraq today
and in the free world’s war against ter-
ror might be very, very different.

May God bless the men and women of
our Armed Forces, and may he also
bless those who give them aid and com-
fort.

Mr. Speaker, | call on all people of
freedom to join us in celebrating our
brave troops returning home. | ask
them to join us in celebrating the lib-
eration of the Iragi people. While there
is much work to be done, and while we
will continue to bring justice to those
who perpetrate terror, it is wholly ap-
propriate to take this opportunity to
congratulate our soldiers whose sweat
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and blood has made freedom a reality
for oppressed people around the world,
as well as the communities who sup-
port them.

[ 1830

And so, Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues to join me in sending a clear
message of thanks by voting in favor of
House Concurrent Resolution 177.

——————

REPUBLICAN TAX CUT LEAVES
POOR FAMILIES BEHIND

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARIO DI1AZ-BALART of Florida). Under
a previous order of the House, the gen-
tlewoman from Ilinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker,
this afternoon | received the following
e-mail from one of my constituents. It
says:

““Dear Janice Schakowsky, our gov-
ernment should stand for basic fairness
and justice. That’s why | do not under-
stand why families earning between
$10,000 and $26,000 per year would be ex-
cluded from receiving the $400 per child
tax refund that wealthier families will
receive this summer just so million-
aires can get bigger tax cuts. As a con-
stituent, | ask you to please amend
President Bush’s unfair tax cut plan to
include these poor families and their 12
million Kids. To leave the tax cut as it
is brings too much shame upon this
great Nation. Sincerely.”

My constituent is correct. This is a
shameful moment in our great Nation,
and we should not rest until we undo
the tremendous wrong committed by
the Republican leadership and the Bush
administration. This is no time for
business as usual. This is a time to re-
verse the damage done by the dis-
gusting choices made by our colleagues
on the other side of the aisle. There are
those who may tell us that the decision
to leave 12 million children in low-in-
come working families on the cutting
room floor was just a mistake, but that
would be a lie. As The Washington Post
editorialized yesterday, ‘‘Stiffing these
children was not a last-minute over-
sight or the unfortunate result of an
unreasonably tight $350 billion ceil-
ing.” In fact, this was a deliberate,
mean-spirited action committed in the
name of protecting special interests in-
stead of our Nation’s children. In fact,
a House Republican Ways and Means

Committee spokesperson confessed
that, ““Well, adjustments had to be
made.”’

Let us be clear about what happened.
Behind closed doors, Republican lead-
ers got together with the administra-
tion and decided who was going to be
thrown overboard and who would be
brought to shore. There were no Demo-
cratic Members in that room. There
were certainly no children or working
families in the room. And the decision
was made to throw children and work-
ing families, including military fami-
lies, overboard and to save the dividend
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tax cuts for millionaires while restor-
ing the ability of corporations to
unpatriotically stash their profits in
Bermuda. Compassion for millionaires
and corporate traders, contempt for
low-income children and their parents.

As Warren Buffett has said, ““If this
is class warfare, then my class is win-
ning.”” There are other winners besides
Warren Buffett. Not surprisingly, the
Bush Cabinet members who worked so
hard to sell this tax cut, job-Killing bill
are also winners. According to a report
just completed by the Committee on
Government Reform minority staff,
Vice President DICK CHENEY, the Presi-
dent’s key tax negotiator, will reap
$116,002 a year from the dividend/cap-
ital gains provisions in this bill. John
Snow, Secretary of the Treasury, will
get over $332,000 a year. Donald Rums-
feld, who gave Vice President CHENEY’S
former company, Halliburton, a multi-
million-dollar sweetheart contract,
wins big, too, as much as $604,000 a
year. No wonder they all worked so
hard to sell such a defective product.

We know who the winners are; and
now we know at least some of the los-
ers, 12 million children and working
families. In my State of lllinois, nearly
one in four children, 674,000 children in
378,000 families, were tossed aside so
that Cabinet secretaries, billionaires,
and corporations like Enron could be
protected. We were not given time to
read the Republican tax cut, job-kill-
ing bill before the vote; and | do not
blame my colleagues for trying to push
their bill through before we and the
American public could learn what it in-
cluded. I would be ashamed, too, if | de-
cided to give Cabinet members,
wealthy Members of Congress, and rich
campaign contributors life jackets
rather than women and children. And
no wonder the Members on my side of
the aisle were not given an opportunity
to offer even one single amendment.
What if we had learned the truth and
tried to correct it?

Now we have learned the truth, and
it is time to right an incredible wrong.
Bob Herbert labeled this as a ‘“‘quin-
tessential example of what the Bush
administration and its legislative cro-
nies are about. The fat cats will get
their tax cuts. But in the new Amer-
ican plutocracy, there won’t even be
crumbs left over for the working folks
at the bottom of the pyramid to scram-
ble after.”

Now the actions of the Bush adminis-
tration and Republican tax decision-
makers are out in the open. And now it
is our responsibility to act by passing
the Rangel-DeLauro bill. Children and
working families should be our first
priority, not tossed out, given crumbs
or thrown overboard. We must make
the commitment to act this month.

———————

IRAQ: WHAT NOW?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.
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