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something which “Congress and the press
were too busy with other things to notice.”
Calling SSM “A Beacon for Better Health
Care,” Broder observed how SSM was prov-
ing that good medicine is also an economic
asset and how Sister Ryan began as a nurse
and rose into management.

In his remarks, Broder offered this quote:
“We are living proof that health care in the
United States is capable of improving, despite
many predictions to the contrary. We are proof
that large and complex health care organiza-
tions can push themselves to step out of their
comfort zones to exceptional results. And the
more of us that commit to performance excel-
lence, the greater will be our ability to deliver
health care breathtakingly better than it's ever
been done before. The nation deserves no
less.”

“Those words,” Broder said, “and the per-
formance behind them, deserve more attention
than Washington gave them last week.”

Today, Mr. Speaker, let us add our voices
to the celebration of a successful health care
system. At a time when hospitals are closing
in vast numbers and the high cost of mal-
practice insurance is causing many physicians
to limit their practices, we have found a health
care system that works. The choice is ours.
We can heal the health care delivery problem
in this nation or we can let it overwhelm and
consume us, to the detriment of us all.

SSM is a model for success. Today, in Con-
gress, let us register a much-deserved cele-
bration of that fact.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF JuDY
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a saddened heart at the passing on of Judy
Marron, beloved wife of Owen Marron, and
devoted mother of six children.

Judy began her career in the State of Cali-
fornia Department of Transportation, and then
worked for the Heavy Highway Association
until 1975. In 1978 Judy returned to employ-
ment as a clerk with the State Department of
Transportation, rising through various positions
to become executive secretary to the director
of the department. In 1984 she became the
national recruiter of engineers for the Depart-
ment of Transportation.

In 1987, Judy went to work for the State De-
partment of Health, where she retired as build-
ing manager for the department headquarters
in Berkeley. She worked tirelessly to integrate
women into the building trades and increase
employment access for disabled individuals at
the Berkeley facility.

Upon her retirement, Judy continued her ac-
tivism and was retained as a consultant for
various special projects, including a new
health facility under development in Richmond,
California.

Judy held memberships in the National Uni-
versity Alumni Association, American Associa-
tion of Professional Women, The Association
of Executive Secretaries in State Service,
ACLU, National Wildlife Federation,
Soroptomists of the East Bay, and the Cali-
fornia State Employees’ Association, SEIU
Local 1000.
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As an ardent advocate for the rights of
working people, women, and disabled individ-
uals, Judy contributed much to the Ilabor
movement. She provided valuable assistance
to her husband, Owen, during his long tenure
as executive secretary-treasurer of the Central
Labor Council of Alameda County. Judy could
always be counted on to help with marches,
rallies, electoral activities, Labor Day picnics,
Unionist of the Year events and other impor-
tant functions to support the community and
further the goals of the labor movement.

Judy leaves a legacy of activism filled with
caring, commitment and devotion. Her family
and all who were privileged to know and work
with her will miss her.

———
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Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor my friend, Mr. Lazar C. Piro, as he is
inaugurated for his second term as President
of the Assyrian National Council of Stanislaus.
Lazar was again chosen by the community to
continue the Council’'s work to provide social,
cultural and spiritual welfare to our Assyrian
and non-Assyrian communities. As one of the
founders of the Assyrian National Council of
Stanislaus, Lazar interacts with local, state
and federal agencies on behalf of the Assyrian
community.

With 20 local Assyrian organizations as
members of the Council, our community is for-
tunate to benefit from their leadership and
guidance on matters concerning the commu-
nity. | consider Lazar and members of the
Council invaluable resources in the 18th Con-
gressional District. The Council has provided a
voice to so many who have made America
their home.

| am honored to recognize the Council's
achievements under Lazar's direction. Lazar
has never shied from community involvement.
In addition to his work at Piro Trading Inter-
national, Lazar is a member of the Board of
Trustees for the University of California. He is
also actively involved with the Assyrian Amer-
ican Civic Club, the Assyrian Church of the
East and the Assyrian Welfare Committee to
name a few. Lazar and his wife, Francia, re-
side in Turlock and have three children and
three grandchildren.

———————
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Mr. DAVIS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
honor of four brave soldiers from the Tampa
Bay area who lost their lives while serving our
country in Irag. These four men went to war
to protect us and our liberty and ultimately
gave their lives to preserve our inalienable
rights.

On April 3, Staff Sgt. Wilbert Davis, 40, of
the 3rd Battalion, 69th Armor, 3rd Infantry Di-
vision, died when his vehicle ran off the road
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as he was driving journalist Michael Kelly to
Baghdad. A native of Tampa, Davis grew up
in College Hill, pitched for the Belmont Heights
Little League team, all the way to the World
Series, and graduated from Tampa Bay Tech
High School. A devoted husband and father of
four, friends and family recall how dedicated
Davis was to service. Joining the Army in
1985, he served in the Persian Gulf War and
in Bosnia, Kosovo, Korea and Germany.

Just one day later, Tampa lost Sgt. First
Class Paul R. Smith, 33, of the 11th Engineer
Battalion. Also a graduate of Tampa Bay
Tech, Smith knew early on that he wanted to
serve as a professional soldier and raise a
family. This husband and father of two enlisted
right out of high school and served in the Gulf
War, Bosnia and Kosovo. A man who is re-
membered for his dedication to the soldiers he
led, Smith has been nominated for the pres-
tigious Medal of Honor for saving dozens of
lives before losing his own. During a surprise
Iragi assault, Smith died while manning a .50-
caliber machine to fend off the attackers.

On April 7, Lance Cpl. Andrew Julian Aviles,
18, of the 4th Assault Amphibian Battalion, 4th
Marine Division, was killed when an enemy ar-
tillery round struck his amphibious assault ve-
hicle. A young man with an infectious sense of
humor and a promising future in store, Aviles
was the student government president of Rob-
inson High School, played on the football and
wrestling teams and graduated third in his
class. A member of JROTC, Aviles passed up
a full academic scholarship to Florida State
University to enlist because he felt an obliga-
tion to serve his country.

On April 17, another bright future was lost
when Cpl. John T. Rivero, 23, of the Florida
National Guard’'s C Company, 2nd Battalion,
124th Infantry Regiment was killed when his
Humvee overturned on a mission with Special
Forces. A computer science and engineering
student at USF, Rivero grew up in Gainesville
and joined the Guard in 1998. He was pro-
moted to Corporal during his service in the
Middle East. Friends and family remember his
big smile and even bigger heart and talk about
his dedication to doing his best at everything
he tried.

On behalf of the Tampa Bay community, |
would like to extend my deepest sympathies
to the families and friends of these four coura-
geous soldiers. These men shared a dedica-
tion to the ideals that have made this country
great. Their bravery and patriotism makes us
all proud, and we will never forget their sac-
rifice.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF CESAR
CHAVEZ
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
remember and pay, tribute to Cesar Chavez,
a human rights advocate and a man of justice
and peace who worked tirelessly to end the
oppressive conditions of so many American
farm workers. Founder of the United Farm
Workers of America, Mr. Chavez sacrificed his
life to those who suffered hardship without any
voice of support. Although the ten-year anni-
versary of his death passed on April 23, 2003,
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