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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator has 2 minutes remaining.

Ms. LANDRIEU. | would like to have
1 minute to close and then turn to one
of the original cosponsors, the Senator
from Tennessee, who may want to add.
Let me again thank the chairman and
ranking member for their able help be-
cause without their support, this
amendment would not have been pos-
sible. We worked on many different ap-
proaches, several different drafts. Fi-
nally, we did come upon a way that
sets a very clear goal.

| would agree with Senator SPECTER,
it is somewhat modest, but it is a com-
promise. It is a clear goal. It is an at-
tainable goal. It is a reachable goal. It
gives the President and the administra-
tion the flexibility they need to do it in
a way that is most helpful to this econ-
omy. It will create jobs, reduce taxes
that people pay because of the price of
oil and energy, and it gives the flexi-
bility necessary to come up with a
smart approach to this very serious
problem.

I yield to my friend from Tennessee.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, |
thank the Senator from Louisiana. We
should not pass an Energy bill that
does not put conservation up on the
platform along with our encourage-
ment of nuclear power, oil exploration,
and hydrogen fuel cell; all of that is
important. And this amendment by the
Senator and various cosponsors makes
it clear to the country that common-
sense ways to conserve oil are equally
important in our arsenal of having an
economy that is less dependent on for-
eign oil and in a better position to
produce clean air.

I am proud to join as a cosponsor. |
congratulate the Senator and con-
gratulate our chairman for being able
to move this bill forward with such a
bipartisan consensus.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, | ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico has 3 minutes
remaining.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, |
yield back the time | have. | might say
to Senators, we tried very hard to get
the vote within 15 minutes last time. |
was asked by a number of Senators to
please try to do that on the votes. |
have no authority to say that will be
the rule, but as the floor manager, we
have a 15-minute rollcall vote on this
amendment. It is a simple one. It is not
too hard to find your way to the floor.
I trust that in 15 minutes we will have
disposed of this.

In the meantime, before that occurs,
I ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate convenes at 2:15, the pending
amendment be set aside and that Sen-
ator WYDEN be recognized to offer the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

nuclear commercial plant amendment
under the debate limitation which was
agreed to last week.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The question is agreeing to amend-
ment No. 871.

The yeas and nays have been ordered.
The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 99,
nays 1, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 213 Leg.]

YEAS—99
Akaka Dodd Lincoln
Alexander Dole Lott
Allard Domenici Lugar
Allen Dorgan McCain
Baucus Durbin McConnell
Bayh Edwards Mikulski
Bennett Ensign Miller
Biden Enzi Murkowski
Bingaman Feingold Murray
Bond Feinstein Nelson (FL)
Boxer Fitzgerald Nelson (NE)
Breaux Frist Nickles
Brownback Graham (FL) Pryor
Bunning Graham (SC) Reed
Burns Grassley Reid
Byrd Gregg Roberts
Campbell Hagel Rockefeller
Cantwell Harkin Santorum
Carper Hatch Sarbanes
Chafee Hollings Schumer
Chambliss Hutchison Sessions
Clinton Inhofe Shelby
Cochran Inouye Smith
Coleman Jeffords Snowe
Collins Johnson Specter
Conrad Kennedy Stabenow
Cornyn Kerry Stevens
Corzine Kohl Sununu
Craig Landrieu Talent
Crapo Lautenberg Thomas
Daschle Leahy Voinovich
Dayton Levin Warner
DeWine Lieberman Wyden

NAYS—1

Kyl

The amendment (No. 871) was agreed
to.

—————

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the hour of 12:30
having arrived and passed, the Senate
will stand in recess until 2:15.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:56 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. THOMAS).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

————

CHANGE OF VOTE

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, on
Thursday, June 5, on rollcall vote No.
209, |1 voted yea. It was my intention
then to vote nay. Therefore, | ask
unanimous consent that | be permitted
to change my vote since it will not af-
fect the outcome.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senator from
Oregon is recognized.

Is there
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AMENDMENT NO. 875
(Purpose: To strike the provision relating to
deployment of new nuclear power plants)

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, | send an
amendment to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from Oregon [Mr. WYDEN], for
himself, Mr. SUNUNU, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. EN-
SIGN, Mr. REID, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. JEFFORDS,
and Ms. SNOWE, proposes an amendment
numbered 875.

Strike subtitle B of title IV.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President and col-
leagues, this amendment is sponsored
by three Democrats, three Republicans,
and one Independent. | hope this after-
noon that it will have the support of
Senators with varying degrees of views
about the advisability of nuclear
power. I am particularly pleased that
the lead cosponsor, Senator SUNUNU, is
with us today.

I will make a few brief remarks to
begin the debate and then | am anxious
to have plenty of time for colleagues.

The reason three Democrats and
three Republicans and one Independent
are sponsoring this amendment is that
I think many of us in the Senate are
neither pronuclear nor antinuclear but
we are definitely protaxpayer. That is
why we are on the floor this afternoon,
because the loan guarantees that are in
this legislation to construct nuclear
power facilities are unprecedented and
represent, in my view, particularly on-
erous and troublesome risks to the tax-
payers of this country.

Frankly, people in my part of the
country know a bit about this. It is not
an abstraction for the people of the Pa-
cific Northwest where we had the
WPPSS debacle and 4 out of 5 facilities
were never built. It was the biggest
municipal bond failure in history, and
it has certainly colored my thinking
with respect to why we are on the floor
today.

The loan guarantees—we did some re-
search into this—are unprecedented
with respect even to nuclear power. As
far as | can tell, in the early days of
nuclear power, there were subsidies for
nuclear power but never before were
the taxpayers on the hook from the
get-go. That is what the Senate is con-
fronted with now.

When it comes to the question of
risk, I hope the Senate will focus on
what the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget Office has said on this topic. |
will quote. It is at page 9 of the Con-
gressional Budget Office analysis that
we have made available to Senators.
The Congressional Budget Office con-
sidered:

The risks of default on such loan guaran-
tees to be very high, well above 50 percent.

Colleagues, first, when we are talking
about risk—because nothing in life is
foolproof and there are no guarantees
of anything—I hope in looking at these
guarantees you will first focus on the
fact that the Congressional Budget Of-
fice has specifically said in their anal-
ysis that the risk of default on the

The
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