June 12, 2003

THE JUDICIARY

John A. Woodcock, Jr., of Maine, to be
United States District Judge for the District
of Maine.

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S

DESK
AIR FORCE

C-PN443 Air Force nominations (23) begin-
ning EUGENE L. CAPONE, and ending
ALLEN L. WOMACK, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of March 24, 2003.

C-PN182 Air Force nominations (104) begin-
ning ELISE A. *AHLSWEDE, and ending
PAUL K. *YENTER, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of January 13, 2003.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I fur-
ther ask unanimous consent that at 10
a.m. on Friday, June 13, the Senate
proceed to executive session for the
consideration of Calendar No. 218, the
nomination of R. Hewitt Pate to be an
Assistant Attorney General; provided
further that the Senate immediately
proceed to a vote on the confirmation
of the nomination, and that following
the vote, the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s action, and
that the Senate then resume legisla-
tive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I now
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
BURMA

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, last
night at about this time we passed a
Burma sanctions bill 97 to 1, which I
hope sent a strong message to the
thugs who are running the country at
the moment that someday—and hope-
fully someday soon—they will have to
honor the results of the 1990 election,
won overwhelmingly by Aung San Suu
Kyi and her party.

As I suspect the military junta may be try-
ing to decipher what took place in Wash-
ington yesterday, I thought I would take a
moment or two to help them out.

The U.S. Senate overwhelmingly con-
demned and sanctioned the State Peace
and Development Council, SPDC, for
its May 30 attack against Suu Kyi and
her supporters and for its continued re-
pressive actions that violate the
human rights and dignity of the people
of Burma.

I also had an opportunity to talk
today to Secretary Colin Powell, who
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is going out to Phnom Penh to the
ASEAN Regional Forum next week,
and I think they can anticipate a
strong message from him when he is
out in the region at that time.

Fifty-seven Senators cosponsored the
legislation that passed last night to
impose an import ban, expand visa re-
strictions, and freeze SPDC assets in
the United States. Ninety-seven Sen-
ators voted to repudiate the actions of
the Burmese junta.

This was a vote for freedom in Burma
that demonstrated unequivocal support
for Suu Kyi and all democrats in that
country.

The generals in Rangoon should take
note that a provision was included in
the bill that guarantees that every
yvear Burma will come up for discussion
and debate in Congress. Every single
year, we will have an opportunity to
take a look at the fate of freedom in
that country.

It is my hope we will not need that
opportunity. It is my hope that Suu
Kyi and other democrats will be gov-
erning Burma and that the only debate
on the floor will be about the level of
foreign assistance America should pro-
vide to a newly free Burma.

If this hope is not realized, within a
year we will again discuss the per-
sistent rapes of minority girls and
women, the use of child and forced
labor, and the manufacturing and traf-
ficking of narcotics.

If the junta continues its repressive
rule, we will again examine the number
of political prisoners languishing in
Burmese jails, efforts taken to counter
an exploding HIV/AIDS infection rate,
and opportunities to further democracy
and the rule of law throughout the
country.

If, however, American leadership
translates into a full court press on
junta, we might be able to celebrate a
new dawn for democracy for the people
of Burma.

The comments of Secretary of State
Colin Powell in the Wall Street Jour-
nal today are both welcomed and prom-
ising.

As I indicated earlier, he is going to
the ASEAN regional meeting next
week, and I think the regime in Burma
is going to hear a good deal more about
the U.S. position on their behavior and
activities.

He said this:

By attacking Aung San Suu Kyi and her
supporters, the Burmese junta has finally
and definitively rejected the efforts of the
outside world to bring Burma back into the
international community. Indeed, their re-
fusal of the work of Ambassador Razali and
of the rights of Aung San Suu Kyi and her
supporters could not be clearer. Our response
must be equally clear if the thugs who now
rule Burma are to understand that their fail-
ure to restore democracy will only bring
more and more pressure against them and
their supporters.

Secretary Powell must work tire-
lessly to secure the release of Suu Kyi
and all other democrats who continue
to be detained by the SPDC. U.N. Spe-
cial Envoy Razali’s brief meeting with
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her does not assuage my fears that she
is under intense pressure or that her
supporters continue to be tortured or
killed. She and her supporters should
be released immediately and uncondi-
tionally.

In the future, it might behoove
Razali to temper his enthusiastic com-
ments to more accurately reflect the
climate of fear in Burma. He failed to
secure Suu Kyi’s release, and I am sur-
prised that he did not say more to con-
demn the outrageous actions of the
thugs in Rangoon.

Let me close by thanking my col-
leagues—and their staffs—for their sup-
port of this legislation. I could ask for
no better allies than Senators FEIN-
STEIN and MCCAIN on this issue, and I
look forward to continue to work with
them to free Suu Kyi and bring democ-
racy to Burma. Senators FRIST, LUGAR,
BIDEN, BAUCUS, GRASSLEY, HAGEL, and
BROWNBACK also deserve recognition
for their support of freedom in Burma.
The people of Burma will count on our
support in the future—and we should
not, and must not, fail them.

Mr. President, I ask that a copy of
Secretary Powell’s op-ed and an edi-
torial from today’s Baltimore Sun on
Burma be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

[From the Wall Street Journal, June 12, 2003]
STANDING FOR FREEDOM
GET TOUGH ON RANGOON
(By Colin L. Powell)

United Nations Special Envoy Razali
Ismail has just visited Burma and was able
to bring us news that Aung San Suu Kyi, a
Nobel Peace Prize winner and the leader of a
peaceful democratic party known as the Na-
tional League for Democracy, is well and
unharmed. The thoughts and prayers of free
people everywhere have been with her these
past two weeks. Our fears for her current
state of health are now somewhat lessened.

On May 30, her motorcade was attacked by
thugs, and then the thugs who run the Bur-
mese government placed her under ‘‘protec-
tive custody.” We can take comfort in the
fact that she is well. Unfortunately, the larg-
er process that Ambassador Razali and Aung
San Suu Kyi have been pursuing—to restore
democracy in Burma—is failing despite their
good will and sincere efforts. It is time to re-
assess our policy towards a military dicta-
torship that has repeatedly attacked democ-
racy and jailed its heroes.

There is little doubt on the facts. Aung
San Suu Kyi’s party won an election in 1990
and since then has been denied its place in
Burmese politics. Her party has continued to
pursue a peaceful path, despite personal
hardships and lengthy periods of house ar-
rest or imprisonment for her and her fol-
lowers. Hundreds of her supporters remain in
prison, despite some initial releases and
promises by the junta to release more. The
party’s offices have been closed and their
supporters persecuted. Ambassador Razali
has pursued every possible opening and
worked earnestly to help Burma make a
peaceful transition to democracy. Despite
initial statements last year, the junta—
which shamelessly calls itself the State
Peace and Development Council (SPDC)—has
now refused his efforts and betrayed its own
promises.

At the end of last month, this rejection
manifested itself in violence. After the May
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