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insurance company plan, Medicare-
Plus, Medicare-Choice, whatever it is
going to be.

We will make sure that any prescrip-
tion drug plan, at least from our side of
the aisle, will not have a gap in it, so
those who have from $2,000 to $3,700
out-of-pocket cost will not be paying a
premium and get nothing in return for
it.

We know that the plan we will be see-
ing tomorrow, whether it is Ways and
Means or Energy and Commerce, is not
the bipartisan plan being put forth by
the Senate. In fact, in Energy and
Commerce we will probably put that
plan forth in a bipartisan manner to
try to get a plan that will truly work.

We Democrats will continue to fight
to make sure and ensure that every
senior, regardless of where they live,
will be able to obtain prescription
drugs that they require to live a
healthy life, and this coverage will be
provided through a Medicare program
that cannot be taken away or you are
priced out of it.

Mr. PALLONE. | wanted to say when
the gentleman was talking about rural
areas before, I want to thank the gen-
tleman for joining us, when the gen-
tleman from Michigan was talking
about rural areas, because | know your
district in the northern part of Michi-
gan, | have actually been there, is very
rural. But the bottom line is you take
my State, because you even mentioned
HMOs may exist in densely populated
areas. Of course, New Jersey is the
most densely populated State in the
country.
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But what the gentleman mentioned
about HMOs dropping seniors has hap-
pened in my State, in my district dra-
matically over the last few years. We
have had, | think, something like 80,000
seniors in New Jersey who were in
HMOs and who joined in order to get a
prescription drug benefit who have
been dropped. So | understand what the
gentleman is saying, that rural areas
in particular have a problem because
they may not even have an HMO or
PPO; but even in as densely a popu-
lated State like New Jersey where we
have them, they have dropped the sen-
iors at will. It is almost a joke to sug-
gest that somehow, no matter where
one is in the country, that these HMOs
are going to provide a meaningful drug
benefit. We do not know that they will.

Mr. STUPAK. Well, we have sat
through the budget battles, the gen-
tleman and 1, and through the com-
mittee now for about 10 years; and we
have seen first to start out was Medi-
care Choice, Medicare+Choice, Medi-
care Access; they always have these
nice names. They said, okay, so many
seniors can go into it. Every year we
have never hit the target yet for what
we have provided as an experiment. Be-
cause what happens is that they come
in, start to insure in an area, see the
costs are going up a little too much,
and then they pull out, and then the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

seniors have to scramble to try and get
coverage, and it just has not worked at
all.

Mr. Speaker, it is not going to work
for prescription drugs; and let us face
it, they are going to get a prescription
drug plan and if they take their plan,
they are going to give up traditional
Medicare, get a privatization of it, a
voucher with a gap for prescription
drug coverage. It is not going to work.
It is not the Senate plan. They are not
even guaranteed a price, and no one is
there to help them out. They are on
their own. This choice sounds great;
but what seniors want is the security
that Medicare provides, not some
choice that they cannot understand or
be able to predict what is going to hap-
pen 3 or 4 years from now.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | really
want to thank the gentleman, because
| think that what the gentleman point-
ed out is that we are not ideologically
driven in the way that the Republicans
are on the other side. We just want to
do what is practical.

The bottom line is we know that this
privatization does not work. Medicare
started back in the 1960s because most
seniors were not insured and they
could not get coverage, so the notion
that you are going to get a voucher and
go out and buy health insurance pri-
vately, it did not work 30 years ago,
and it is not going to work today any
more than it did then.

The same is true with the HMOs. We
have had the experience with the
HMOs, and they have dropped the sen-
iors. | think in here they even make
permanent the medical savings ac-
counts, another thing that they talked
about a few years ago which has not
worked out. | think there are only a
few thousand of them around the coun-
try, yet they are talking about them
again.

The bottom line is that we as Demo-
crats want to keep traditional Medi-
care. We just want to add a prescrip-
tion drug benefit, and we want to make
it one that is affordable and that ev-
erybody can take advantage of. And to
the extent that the Republican pro-
posals here in the House do not meas-
ure up to that, we simply have to speak
out and say that it does not measure
up and we should not allow them to de-
stroy traditional Medicare.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman again.
————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. CARSON of Indiana (at the request
of Ms. PELosI) for today on account of
official business.

Mr. KIND (at the request of Ms.
PELOsI) for today on account of a pre-
vious family commitment.

Ms. LOFGREN (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today and June 17 and until
5:00 p.m. June 18 on account of son’s
graduation.

Mr. MENENDEZ (at the request of Ms.
PELosI) for today on account of per-
sonal matters.
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Mr. ORTIZ (at the request of Ms.
PELOsSI) for today on account of a
weather delay.

Ms. WATERS (at the request of Ms.
PELOsI) for today on account of a death
in the family.

Mr. SMITH of Washington (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELosI) for today and the
balance of the week on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Mr. NADLER (at the request of Ms.
PELosI) for today on account of per-
sonal reasons.

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida
(at the request of Mr. DELAY) for today
on account of testifying before the
Florida State Senate.

Mr. TooMEY (at the request of Mr.
DELAY) for today on account of official
business.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BLUMENAUER, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. DEFAZzI0, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. SoLlis, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. STRICKLAND, for 5 minutes,
today.

The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BURNS) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:

Mrs. BLACKBURN, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
June 23.

Mr. KENNEDY of Minnesota, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. NUSsSLE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. PENCE, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. JoNEs of North Carolina, for 5
minutes, June 18.

The following Member (at his own re-
quest) to revise and extend his remarks
and include extraneous material:

Mr. HAYES, for 5 minutes, today.

————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

A Dbill and concurrent resolution of
the Senate of the following titles were
taken from the Speaker’s table and,
under the rule, referred as follows:

S. 1247. An act to increase the amount to
be reserved during fiscal year 2003 for sus-
tainability grants under section 29(l) of the
Small Business Act; to the Committee on
Small Business.

S. Con. Res. 48. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of ‘‘National
Epilepsy Awareness Month’’ and urging sup-
port for epilepsy research and service pro-
grams; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 3 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 17, 2003, at 10:30 a.m., for
morning hour debates.

——————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2672. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, Fruit and Veg-
etable Programs, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Requirements for the USDA “Produced
From” Grademark for Shell Eggs [Docket
No. PY-02-007] (RIN: 0581-AC241) received
June 2, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
to the Committee on Agriculture.

2673. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, Fruit and Veg-
etable Programs, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Dried Prunes Produced in California; Revis-
ing the Regulations Pertaining to a Vol-
untary Prune Plum Diversion Program
[Docket No. FVV02-993-3 FR] received May 29,
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

2674. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, Fruit and Veg-
etable Programs, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Marketing Order Regulating the Handling of
Spearmint Oil Produced in the Far West;
Salable Quantities and Allotment Percent-
ages for the 2003-2004 Marketing Year [Dock-
et No. FV-03-985-1 FR] received June 2, 2003,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

2675. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, Fruit and Veg-
etable Programs, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Raisins Produced From Grapes Grown in
California; Reduction in Production Cap for
2003 Diversion Program [Docket No. FV03-
989-3 FIR] received June 2, 2003, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.

2676. A letter from the Administrator, To-
bacco Programs, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Flue-Cured Tobacco Advisory Committee;
Amendment to Regulations [Doc. No. TB-02-
14] (RIN: 0581-AC11) received June 2, 2003,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

2677. A letter from the Administrator, Cot-
ton Program, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Cotton Board Rules and Regulations: Adjust-
ing Supplemental Assessment on Imports,
(2003 Amendments) [Docket No. CN-03-002]
received June 2, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

2678. A letter from the Administrator, Cot-
ton Programs, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Revision of User Fees for 2003 Crop Cotton
Classification Services to Growers [CN-02-
006] (RIN: 0581-AC17) received June 2, 2003,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

2679. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, Fruit and Veg-
etable Programs, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Spearmint Oil Produced in the Far West; In-
creased Assessment Rate [Docket No. FV03-
985-2 FIR] received June 2, 2003, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Agriculture.
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2680. A letter from the Administrator, Ag-
ricultural Marketing Service, Fruit and Veg-
etable Programs, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Hazelnuts Grown in Oregon and Washington;
Establishment of Final Free and Restricted
Percentages for the 2002-2003 Marketing Year
[Docket No. FV03-982-1 FIR] received June 2,
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Agriculture.

2681. A letter from the Regulatory Contact,
Grain Inspection, Packersand Stockyards
Administration, Department of Agriculture,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Fees for Official Inspection and Official
Weighing Services (RIN: 0580-AA81) received

May 29, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri-
culture.

2682. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel for Regulations, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule—Appraiser
Qualifications for Placement on FHA Single
Family Appraiser Roster [Docket No. FR-
4620-F-02] (RIN: 2502-AH59) received May 29,
2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the
Committee on Financial Services.

2683. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule—Change
of Address; Technical Amendment—received
May 22, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2684. A letter from the Attorney Advisor,
NHTSA, Department of Transportation,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards;
Child Restraint Anchorage Systems [Docket
No. NHTSA-2003-14711] (RIN: 2127-Al49) re-
ceived May 29, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2685. A letter from the Senior Legal Advi-
sor to the Bureau Chief, Media Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule—Amend-
ment of Section 73.606(b), Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations (Blan-
co, Texas) [MB Docket No. 02-280, RM-10558)
received May 29, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2686. A letter from the Senior Legal Advi-
sor to the Bureau Chief, Media Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule—Amend-
ment of Section 73.606(b), Table of Allot-
ments, Television Broadcast Stations, and
Section 73.622(b), Table of Allotments Digital
Television Broadcast Stations (Hibbing, Min-
nesota) [MB Docket No. 01-116, RM-10069] re-
ceived May 29, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

2687. A letter from the Senior Legal Advi-
sor to the Bureau Chief, Media Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule—Amend-
ments of Section 73.622(b), Table of Allot-
ments, Digital Television Broadcast Stations
(Belton, Texas) [MB Docket No. 02-271, RM-
10441) received May 29, 2003, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

2688. A letter from the Senior Legal Advi-
sor to the Bureau Chief, Media Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule—Amend-
ment of Section 73.622(b), Table of Allot-
ments, Digital Television Broadcast Stations
(Great Falls, Montana) [MM Docket No. 00-
246, RM-9859] received May 29, 2003, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

2689. A letter from the Senior Legal Advi-
sor to the Bureau Chief, Media Bureau, Fed-
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eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule—Amend-
ment of Section .202(b), Table of Allotments,
FM Broadcast Stations (Eldorado, TX) [MM
Docket No. 01-273, RM-10284]; (Milan, NM)
[MM Docket No. 02-43, RM-10384]; (Alpena,
MI) [MB Docket No. 02-107, RM-10417]; (Chan-
ning, TX) [MB Docket No. 02-168, RM-10480];
(Escobares, TX) [MB Docket No. 02-169, RM-
10481]; (Ozona, TX) [MB Docket No. 02-170,
RM-10482]; (Rotan, TX)[MB Docket No. 0 2-
172, RM-10484]; (Wellington, TX) [MB Docket
No. 02-173, RM-10485]; (Memphis, TX) [MB
Docket No. 02-175, RM-10487]; (Matador, TX)
[MB Docket No. 02-176, RM-10488]; (Arthur,
NE) [MB Docket No. 02-291, RM-10528];
(McLean, TX) [MB to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

2690. A letter from the General Counsel,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Critical Energy Infrastructure Information
[Docket Nos. RM02-4-000, PL02-1-000; Order
No. 630] received March 24, 2003, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

2691. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
final rule—General License for Import of
Major Nuclear Reactor Components (RIN:
3150-AH21) received May 29, 2003, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

2692. A communication from the President
of the United States, transmitting a report
including matters relating to post-liberation
Iraq as consistent with the Authorization for
Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolu-
tion of 2002 (Public Law 107-243); (H. Doc. No.
108-85); to the Committee on International
Relations and ordered to be printed.

2693. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Secretary’s determination
that six countries are not cooperating fully
with U.S. antiterrorism efforts: Cuba, Iran,
Libya, North Korea, Sudan, and Syria; to the
Committee on International Relations.

2694. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Department of Health and Human
Services, transmitting the Department’s
final rule—Testimony by Employees and the
Production of Documents in Proceedings
Where the United States is not a Party—re-
ceived May 28, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform.

2695. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the Department’s final rule—
Documentation of Nonimmigrants Under the
Immigration and Nationality Act, As
Amended—Additional International Organi-
zation (RIN: 1400-AB53) received May 22, 2003,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

2696. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Department of the
Interior, transmitting the Department’s
final rule—Distribution of Fiscal Year 2003
Indian Re servation Roads Funds (RIN: 1076-
AE34) received Jun 2, 2003, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

2697. A letter from the Chief, Regulations
and Administrative Law, USCG, Department
of Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Safety Zone; San
Jacinto River, Houston, Texas [COTP Hous-
ton-Galveston-02-019] (RIN: 2115-AA97) re-
ceived May 15, 2003, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

2698. A letter from the Assistant Chief
Counsel for Regulations, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule—Temporary Suspen-
sion of the September 11th Security Fee and
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