S7924

passengers verbally accosted him. Upon
their arrival, the frightened driver
exited his car and tried to flee, but the
pair caught hold of him and began
beating him in the motel parking lot.

I believe that Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.®

——————

TRIBUTE TO FORT KNOX GAME
WARDENS

e Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize the volunteers
of the Fort Knox Game Warden Pro-
gram for their longstanding commit-
ment to the community. These volun-
teers assist the Provost Marshal, the
Hunt Control and the Range Control
offices in maintaining the hunting pro-
gram’s outstanding safety record by
enforcing the Fort Knox and Kentucky
Fish and Game regulations on the
base’s 170 square miles.

The program’s loyal volunteers have
an active role in the community, espe-
cially during the deer-hunting season
when they operate the deer check sta-
tions and monitor hunter activities.
Their efforts also have enhanced the
natural habitat of the area’s wildlife.
Throughout the program’s 50-year life,
volunteers have planted food plots, de-
veloped wildlife sanctuaries and re-
introduced wild quail to the environ-
ment.

These unsung heroes actively devote
time to serving the post’s six hunting
zones consisting of 109,000 acres. They
help protect both small and large game
including squirrel, dove, rabbit, quail
and turkey. In addition to the three
weekends available each year for adult
firearms deer hunting, the Game War-
den Program sponsors a youth gun
hunt for one weekend each year.

I would like to acknowledge each of
the volunteers for their time and com-
mitment protecting the community
and surrounding environment: Donald

Buhl, George Phelps, Bob Sherrard,
Jack Baxter, Bill Schweiss, Alfred
Maruszewski, Michael Dages, Charlie

Flowers, Wayne Walters, Gerald Sas-
ser, Jr., Daniel Clifford, Tim Dages,
Kenny Kine, Ron O’Bannon, Harold
Scott, Walter Sholar, Hugh Harris, Wil-
liam Magruder, James Elliott, Robbie
Ammons, James Miller, Jackie Payne,
Willard Campbell, Joseph Banks, Mi-
chael Gaddie, Richard McQuillen, Mary
McQuillen, Wayne Creekmore, Gary
Thompson, Martha Campbell, Karl
Rohland, Ace Clark, James Prather,
Mark McNutt, Kelley Argabright, Dr.
Gerald Sasser, Tony Parsley, Crockett
Banks, Dwayne Campbell, and Rodney
Circle.

The Fort Knox Game Warden Pro-
gram and its volunteers have faithfully
served the community for many years,
and their contributions should not be
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overlooked. On behalf of myself and my
colleagues in the Senate, I thank them
for their dedicated service to the Com-
monwealth of Kentucky.e

———

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN
GABRIEL GRIESS

e Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to offer my congratu-
lations to a Nebraska native son. This
gentleman is among the many who
honor our Nation through their service
in our Armed Forces and I am very
pleased to have this opportunity to pay
tribute to him.

As our Nation faces threats abroad
and our military men and women fight
to keep us safe, it is important for us
to never forget the sacrifices made in
our defense. These men and women
give up a great deal to protect our Na-
tion and we owe them a debt of grati-
tude that can never be fully repaid.

Today, it is my honor to offer my
heartfelt congratulations to one of
their number, CAPT Gabriel Griess, a
hometown Nebraska hero. Captain
Griess is a proud member of the U.S.
Air Force and he has recently been
named the 15th Air Force Company
Grade Officer of the Year for 2002. This
was no easy accomplishment as the cri-
teria for the award ensures that only
the best of the best are eligible for con-
sideration. To meet those criteria, Cap-
tain Griess had to show clear drive,
pursuit of self-improvement, and in-
volvement in base and community ac-
tivities. Captain Griess met and ex-
ceeded all expectations.

He was awarded this title based on
his dedication, leadership, and profes-
sionalism. Captain Griess’ military his-
tory speaks volumes about the con-
fidence placed in him by his superiors.
He was deployed twice in 2002 in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom;
given missions such as tracking down
al-Qaida leaders, and evacuating criti-
cally injured troops from combat
zones. He provided support during Op-
eration Anaconda by flying in critical
supplies, destroying al-Qaida strong-
holds, and providing air support for
ground troops. He has earned three Air
Medals and two Aerial Achievement
Medals for his valiant work.

But perhaps more importantly, he
has won the respect of his peers. As an
instructor navigator with the 317th
Airlift Group at Dyess Air Force Base
in Texas, he is recognized as the ‘‘go
to” guy, an officer who will work as
part of the team to meet the challenges
ahead.

As our military efforts continue in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and other regions
around the world, we rely on the men
and women in uniform to make our Na-
tion safe. With soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and marines of the caliber of Cap-
tain Griess, I can say with complete
confidence our Nation is secure.

I congratulate Captain Griess on this
recognition he has so deservedly re-
ceived. It is truly an honor for him and
his family.e
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IN RECOGNITION OF MOSAIC

e Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, today I would like to offer my
best wishes and support for the begin-
ning of a new organization—Mosaic. On
July 1, 2003, Bethphage, founded in
Axtell, NE, in 1914, and Martin Luther
Home Society, founded in Sterling, NE,
in 1925 will come together to form Mo-
saic. These two organizations bring
decades’ worth of experience to the
field of developmental disabilities, and
I applaud their previous efforts while
looking forward to a successful part-
nership. I have enjoyed a great working
relationship with Sharon Walters and
Bethphage and appreciate the positive
things they have brought to the State
of Nebraska. Mosaic will be supporting
and advocating for more than 3,700 peo-
ple in 16 States with an annual budget
of approximately $1656 million. They
also provide support in Great Britain,
as well as participating in an inter-
national alliance called IMPACT. Con-
gratulations, Mosaic.e

————

A TRIBUTE TO BAKER’S CREEK

e Mrs. HUTCHINSON. Mr. President,
in the recent years, there have been
many tributes dedicated to celebrating
members of what Tom Brokaw so
rightly called ‘“The Greatest Genera-
tion.” Succeeding generations have
honored the men and women who led
America to victory during World War
II, who did nothing less than save the
world. The events of World War II have
become a shining moment in American
history, and the stories of battles and
life on the home front are well known
by most Americans. However, many
stories remain untold, and many he-
roes remain unrecognized.

As we count on our soldiers, sailors,
airmen, marines, and coast guardsmen
to defend our Nation in today’s time of
war, we have a renewed appreciation of
the sacrifices made by our men and
women in uniform and their families.

Our recent military operations in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq provide an excellent
backdrop to tell a story from World
War II involving a little-known Texas
hero. It is my hope we can join to-
gether to honor this man and those
whose lives were lost on the fateful day
he survived.

June 14 is an historic day in the life
of our Nation. On this day in 1775, the
United States Army was born. Two
years later, broad red stripes on a field
of white, and bright stars on a field of
blue were officially adopted as our
country’s banner. In 1949, President
Truman signed an Act of Congress offi-
cially declaring June 14 as National
Flag Day to honor our colors. June 14
also marks a somber anniversary, one
that few of us know.

Sixty years ago, on June 14, 1943, 40
Americans were killed when their B-
17C airplane crashed in a field near
Baker’s Creek, five miles south of
Mackay in Queensland, Australia. The
plane belonged to the 46th Troop Car-
rier Squadron, Fifth U.S. Air Force.
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The men aboard the aircraft were re-
turning to combat zones in New Guinea
after their brief rest-and-recreation
known as R&R at the American Red
Cross Center in Mackay. Wartime cen-
sorship and reasons of military secu-
rity prevented the incident from ever
being reported in the United States. It
was classified until 1958.

Families of those who were Kkilled
were never informed how their loved
ones perished. Information was so
closely guarded they were only told
their soldier died in the Pacific while
fighting for their country.

Little is known of the crash outside
Mackay. Remarkably, one of the 41
men aboard the aircraft survived the
crash. He is Foye Kenneth Roberts of
Wichita Falls, TX. At the time of the
accident, it was the worst plane crash
in the Southwest Pacific theater. Aus-
tralians regard it as their worst avia-
tion disaster.

In May 1992, a monument was built
by local citizens at Baker’s Creek to
mark the B-17C crash site. Thousands
of Americans soldiers spent their R&R
at Mackay, and many became longtime
friends of local families. When the
Baker’s Creek memorial was unveiled
on May 11, 1992, only the names of the
six aircrew and the sole survivor were
known. A complete list of casualties
did not exist in U.S. or Australian ar-
chives.

After extensive, painstaking re-
search, a plague with the names of all
casualties was rededicated on June 14,
1995. Their names are: Sgt. Carl A.
Cunningham, T/5 George A. Ehrmann,
F/0 William C. Erb, Sgt. David E.
Tileston, Sgt. Dean H. Busse, Pfc. Je-
rome Abraham, S/Sgt. Frank E.
Whelchel, S/Sgt. Lovell D. Curtis, 1/Lt.
Vern J. Gidcumb, Pfc. Norman J.
Goetz, T/Sgt. Leo E. Fletcher, Pfc.
Frederick C. Sweet, Pfc. Kenneth W.
Mann, Pfc. Charles M. Williams, Cpl.
Marlin N. Metzger, Pfc. Vernon John-
son, Capt. John O. Berthold, Cpl.
Charles W. Sampson, Cpl. Franklin F.
Smith, Maj. George N. Powell, Pfc. Ar-
nold Seidel, 2/Lt. Jack A. Ogren, Cpl.
Jacob O. Skaggs, Jr., Pvt. James E.
Finney, T/Sgt. Alfred H. Fezza, Sgt.
Donald B. Kyper, Pfc. Frank S. Penska,
Sgt. Anthony Rudnick, Cpl. Raymond
H. Smith, T/6 William A. Briggs, Pfc.
John W. Parker, Pvt. Charles D. Mont-
gomery, S/Sgt. Charlie O. LaRue, Cpl.
Foye K. Roberts (Sole Survivor) S/Sgt.
Roy A. Hatlen, §8S/Sgt. John W.
Hilsheimer, Cpl. Edward Tenny and
Pfc. Dale Van Fosson. Since the Memo-
rial’s unveiling, an effort has been
made to locate the final resting places
of the victims, and to trace their fam-
ily relatives. The search continues
today.

The men who lost their lives that day
and the one who survived, regarded
themselves as ordinary men. We know
better. They like so many before and
after them, answered our Nation’s call
to arms. We needed them and they
came. Many went, some gave all.

These men renewed for the ‘‘Greatest
Generation” the cherished American
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ethos of service to Nation. They came
from farms and factories, from city
streets and country lanes. In doing so,
they transcended from ordinary men
with common dreams to extraordinary
citizens with uncommon valor. Their
example enabled our young men and
women today to take up arms when we
needed them for Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. Regrettably, some of them made
the ultimate sacrifice as well.

It is my fervent hope this June 14,
along with the salute to the Army and
our grand flag, that we also salute the
men who gave their lives at Baker’s
Creek. We owe a special thanks to the
Baker’s Creek Memorial Association
for keeping their memories alive and
for helping their families discover their
loved ones’ fate.®

————————

TRIBUTE TO SHARLA MOFFETT
BEALL

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I rise to
express my appreciation to Sharla
Moffett Beall, my Fisheries, Wildlife,
and Water Subcommittee staff direc-
tor, as she returns to her home State of
Oregon. Sharla has been an important
member of my Senate staff. Her coun-
sel and efforts will be missed.

There is no one in the Senate more
knowledgeable on Endangered Species
Act issues; issues of real significance to
Idaho and the Nation. She has been a
tireless advocate for meaningful solu-
tions to recover endangered and threat-
ened salmon species in the Pacific
Northwest. She has helped me to lead
the fight against bad policies, such as
the total maximum daily load rule pro-
posed in 2000, and for good policies, like
habitat conservation plans and stream-
lining of the consultation process.

When I became chairman of the sub-
committee, I had little doubt about
who I wanted as staff director. I first
worked with Sharla when she was pro-
fessional staff for the House Agri-
culture Committee. I knew that in
Sharla, I had someone experienced,
professional, effective, and with a keen
legislative sense. She also shared my
political philosophy and passion for
fish and wildlife issues.

It has also been rewarding to see
Sharla start a family during her time
as staff director. In her first year on
my staff, she married another Oregon
native, Jim Beall; during the second
year, they had her first child, Anna-So-
phia; and just last year a second daugh-
ter, Alexandra-Skye, was born. They
are a wonderful and loving family.

The Senate has a tough time com-
peting with two beautiful daughters. I
will miss Sharla and her family. I wish
them all the best, but I know this is
not farewell. She will continue to be a
valued friend and advisor.e

RECOGNITION OF WJJY-FM FOR
RECEIVING THE NAB CRYSTAL
RADIO AWARD

e Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I am

pleased to recognize a distinguished
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Minnesota radio station, WJJY-FM,
for winning 2003 National Association
of Broadcaster’s Crystal Radio Award,
commending its commitment to com-
munity service.

WJJY-FM, based in Brainerd, MN,
won a National Association of Broad-
caster’s Crystal Award, recognizing its
continued charitable efforts in the
Brainerd community. This award
marks the third time the National As-
sociation of Broadcasters has recog-
nized WJJY’s dedication to service.
The station also won a Crystal Award
in 2001 and the prestigious NABEF
Service to America Award in 1999.

WJJY-FM is active in charitable
fundraising, supporting food drives,
and providing public service announce-
ments for the community. In 2002 the
station set a fundraising record for the
Brainerd area by raising $940,500 for the
community. WJJY-FM helped collect
7,500 pounds of food for the Salvation
Army, gathered 1,300 clothing items for
needy families, and broadcasted over
7,350 public service announcements. In
addition, WJJY holds the annual
Radiothon to End Child Abuse, which
raised a record-setting $66,520 in 2002.

WJJY-FM represents a tradition of
corporate dedication to community
service in the State of Minnesota.
Since 1999, 4 Minnesota stations have
received the Service to American
Award, and since 1987, 17 have received
Crystal Awards. This tradition of serv-
ice is an important Minnesota legacy.
Public-private partnerships like these
are what truly get things done and
leave a lasting positive impact on our
state.

I would like to commend WJJY-FM
for its diligent efforts to improve the
community which it serves.e

——————

COMMENDING COLQUITT COUNTY
PACKERS FOR STATE CHAMPION-
SHIP

e Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I
rise today to commend the outstanding
hard work, dedication, and team work
of the Colquitt County High School
baseball team for winning this year’s
State championship.

This week, the Colquitt County
Packers won the Georgia High School
Association’s Class AAAAA State
championship by a stunning victory at
Ike Aultman Field, and I couldn’t be
more proud. This is an exceptional ac-
complishment not only for the team
and high school, but also for the entire
Colquitt County community. Winning
this year’s State championship was the
first Packer State championship since
1997 when the team defeated Lassiter
High in three games for the first base-
ball title in Packer history.

I am so proud of each and every team
member for their great success. I am
especially proud of Packer head coach
Jerry Croft for his leadership, devo-
tion, and guidance.

Because Colquitt County has been
my home for over 30 years, it gives me
great pleasure to share this huge ac-
complishment of the Packers with my
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