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served in key leadership roles, to those
who worked with him in building the
magnificent Atlanta airport in his ten-
ure as mayor, to the many people that
he touched as he worked tirelessly to
bring the Olympics to Atlanta, the list
goes on and on, Maynard Jackson, Jr.,
was larger than life, physically, politi-
cally and in every way.

Maynard Jackson was the essence of
a public person. Being first elected the
mayor of Atlanta and then reelected
and term-limited for another term,
Maynard found other venues in which
to serve his beloved Atlanta. He was an
entrepreneur, one who mentored many
young people who had expressed an in-
terest in starting their own businesses.
Maynard Jackson can be best described
as a facilitator of the people. A
facilitator so much so that when he
chose to return to elected office, Mr.
Speaker, for a third term as mayor of
Atlanta, he was elected overwhelm-
ingly with 80 percent of the vote. Peo-
ple loved and trusted Maynard Jack-
son.

Maynard was a democrat with a
small ‘““d” and a capital D. He offered
himself as the Chair of our party, as
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATERS) said earlier. Even though he
was not successful, Mayor Jackson
continued to work on voter education
and outreach within the party in a very
significant way.

I was pleased to appoint Maynard
Jackson to serve on the Election As-
sistance Commission Advisory Com-
mittee. | think it was an honor to all
the Democratic members of the House
that he accepted that position. This ad-
visory committee would have had, and
does have, the import of assisting 50
States to make sure that the American
electoral system is accessible and fair.
What greater American to oversee such
a momentous task.

Mr. Speaker, this was a result of leg-
islation passed by the House of Rep-
resentatives, by the entire Congress,
signed by the President to make sure
that every vote in America counts,
that the public knows that, that we do
the outreach, that we have the edu-
cation of the public, that we have the
technical assistance and the financial
assistance to States and to commu-
nities, to have a voting system that,
again, is fair, understandable, acces-
sible and in which every vote is count-
ed.

Maynard Jackson devoted his life to
the legitimacy of the process, to de-
mocracy in our country, to a commit-
ment to enhance the voices of minori-
ties in our country. We will miss him
with his warm smile and his big heart.
We all would say to Maynard, Well
done. Well done.

I hope it is a comfort to his family
that so many people mourn their loss
and are praying for them at this sad
time.
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REMEMBERING MAYNARD
JACKSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. ScoOTT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise with a heavy heart, indeed, for
Maynard Jackson was a very dear and
close and personal friend of mine.

I say this with all sincerity and
truthfulness, that had it not been for
Maynard Jackson, | would not be here
serving in the Congress of the United
States. Maynard Jackson ushered in a
whole era of black political participa-
tion unprecedented. He was a pioneer
of soaring magnitude that touched so
many people’s lives.

In 1973 he gave opportunities and
hope for so many of us when he ran and
was elected to mayor. And to show the
kind of person he was, one year later
he encouraged me to run for the Geor-
gia House of Representatives to start
my career. | was elected as one of the
youngest members of the House of Rep-
resentatives of Georgia.

Maynard Jackson, one year after he
was elected mayor, was in the street of
Atlanta, on the Southside of Atlanta
walking day to day and knocking on
doors to help get me elected to the
Georgia House of Representatives. So |
hope you understand me when | say
that | stand here with a deep and heavy
heart.
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I have thought what could we say,
what could we say in this hallowed
Chamber of the Congress of the United
States that would best epitomize May-
nard Jackson?

To me, it is summed up in one word
and that is great. Maynard Jackson
was a great man. He was a great human
being, not only great in size but great
in his heart, great in his giving, ex-
traordinarily great in his contribu-
tions, the guiding force to build the
world’s busiest airport Atlanta’s Inter-
national Airport, the guiding force to
bring the 1996 Olympics to Atlanta
Georgia, making us a world class city,
opening door after door, not just in the
world of politics, which has been men-
tioned, but in business, opening up
doors of business opportunities for
many of us who would not have those
opportunities and those doors opened.

Greatness is his word. Greatness is
its meaning, and maybe we ought to
pause for a moment to ponder that
word ‘‘greatness.”

That question was put to the great
Greek philosopher Aristotle, and Aris-
totle was asked, What does it take to
make a great person? Aristotle replied,
In order to be a great person, you must
first of all know thyself. Maynard
Jackson knew himself. He knew who he
was and he knew whose he was, that he
was foremost a child of God and he car-
ried that with him.

His faith sustained him, gave him the
courage to step out in 1969 as a young
man and challenge the legendary Her-
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man Talmadge for the United States
Senate seat in Georgia in, 1969, one
year after the assassination of Martin
Luther King, Jr.

Later on, that word of greatness was
asked of the great Roman general
Marcus Aurelius. What does it take to
be great, Marcus Aurelius was asked.
Marcus Aurelius responded and said, In
order to be great, you must first of all
discipline yourself, and Maynard Jack-
son disciplined himself, carried him-
self.

Oh, he was a master politician. No-
body could work the room like May-
nard Jackson, shaking hand after hand.
I learned so much from him, how to
shake somebody’s hand and look them
in the eye and make them feel like
they are the most important person on
Earth. That was Maynard Jackson.

The discipline of getting through
Morehouse School at 18 years old, the
discipline of becoming the first Vice
Mayor of Atlanta, African American,
and then becoming the first Mayor of
Atlanta, African American; the dis-
cipline of Maynard Jackson.

Finally, that question was put to the
great Messiah, Jesus Christ, and Jesus
was asked, What does it take to make
a great person? Jesus responded and
said, In order to be great, you must
first of all sacrifice yourself. Maynard
Jackson sacrificed himself. He gave of
his life. Indeed, he did.

We all knew he had some health
problems, but he kept going, and I am
sure as he was here in Washington,
D.C., this morning, he was sacrificing
himself to further expand opportuni-
ties.

When | last met with him, he said, It
is a shame that we have 600,000 African
Americans who are able to vote and are
the age to vote in Georgia but are not
registered to vote. David, we must do
something about it. He was a man of
action who knew himself, who dis-
ciplined himself, who sacrificed him-
self.

On this day, let it be known that a
great oak fell in the forest of America
and the world and we all need to thank
God for sending Maynard Holbrook
Jackson our way, not just the black
folks’ way, but not just the white
folks’ way, all of our way, for he was
truly a bridge builder, and this Nation
and this world is better because God
sent Maynard Holbrook Jackson our
way.

God bless Maynard Jackson.

———

HONORING MAYNARD HOLBROOK
JACKSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GARRETT of New Jersey). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. BISHOP) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| stand again to address this House and
to express my sorrow at the passing of
my friend, a great man, Maynard Hol-
brook Jackson.

Longfellow wrote: ‘“‘Lives of great
men all remind us, We can make our
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