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create healthier communities and
make stronger, longer lives possible for
more Americans.e

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 21ST AN-
NUAL METRO DETROIT YOUTH
DAY

e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize an important event
that will soon be held in my home
State of Michigan. On July 9, 2003,
community residents, business owners,
and area youth will gather at Belle Isle
to celebrate the 21st Annual Metro De-
troit Youth Day.

Metro Detroit Youth Day was found-
ed to improve relations between youth
and other community members in the
metropolitan Detroit area. Before its
creation 20 years ago, a series of alter-
cations had occurred between Detroit
area youth and several grocery store
owners. Since that time, Youth Day
has provided an opportunity for all
community members to work and play
together and has drastically reduced
the level of violence in the area. Youth
Day includes games, meetings with ce-
lebrities, motivational speakers, sports
events, and a wide variety of other ac-
tivities designed to promote unity
within the Detroit community.

I am pleased to recognize Metro De-
troit Youth Day as an example of a
proactive community effort that has
promoted positive change. I am sure
that my Senate colleagues will join me
in saluting this event and in wishing
Metro Detroit Youth Day continued
success in the future.e

——
IN RECOGNITION OF MARQUETTE
COUNTY
e Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I am

pleased to recognize an outstanding
county in my home State of Michigan
for receiving a prestigious community
recognition award. Marquette County,
which is located in the beautiful upper
peninsula of Michigan, was recently
named an All-America City by the Na-
tional Civic League.

The National Civic League has pre-
sented the All-America City Award an-
nually for the last 54 years. The award
recognizes outstanding communities
such as Marquette for their excellence
in combining grassroots efforts with
local government and businesses’ com-
munity programs to address critical
local issues. This year Marquette Coun-
ty was selected in recognition of its ef-
forts to increase access to health care,
create a countywide nonmotorized trail
system, and build support for at-risk
youth in the community.

Marquette County was one of only 10
communities nationwide to be awarded
the distinction of All-America City.
The selection was made out of a pool of
more than 700 applicants and 30 final-
ists. A 10-person jury comprised of na-
tionally recognized public and civic af-
fairs experts evaluated Marquette
County based on a 10 category model
developed by the National Civic
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League. Criteria include significant
evidence of results which have im-
proved the community within the last
3 years, extent of public participation,
evidence of collaboration between mul-
tiple jurisdictions, and creative usage
of available resources.

In addition to being an active and
caring community, Marquette County
includes some of the nation’s most
beautiful beaches, waterfalls, and wild-
life. Thousands of tourists each year
are attracted by the breathtaking sce-
nery and numerous outdoor leisure ac-
tivities such as golf, skiing, canoeing,
hiking, and fishing.

I take great pride in congratulating
Marquette County for the award of All-
America City. This award is well de-
served and is a source of pride for ev-
eryone in my home State of Michigan.
I know my Senate colleagues will join
me in saluting Marquette County and
wishing its citizens continued success
in the years to come.®

———

NEBRASKA’S TOM ALLAN

o Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, Tom Allan wasn’t born in Ne-
braska, but that didn’t stop him from
falling in love with my State or from
making the entire State feel like part
of his family. Tom traveled the high-
ways and byways for over 40 years, see-
ing the beauty of Nebraska, making
friends, and sharing his experiences
through his often humorous and always
insightful news articles. When he
passed away recently there were Ne-
braskans in every city, town, and vil-
lage that mourned him and fondly re-
membered their favorite Tom Allan
stories.

Tom Allan was born in Scotland and
moved to Nebraska when he was only 9
years old. After graduating from high
school and Ottawa College he served
his Nation honorably in World War II
with tours in the Philippines and Alas-
ka. He retired as a major in the Ne-
braska National Guard.

He began working for the Omaha
World Herald in 1947 and became the
paper’s roving reporter in 1959. He trav-
eled more than a million miles and
wore out 20 cars while filing stories
from every community in the State. He
covered the occasional big news story,
but Tom Allan specialized in simple
stories that touched the heart. For
readers in Omaha, Tom brought to life
the unique people and small towns that
can’t be found on a map.

Tom Allan outran tornados, trekked
through the Amazon jungle, and even
stood in for a U.S. Ambassador in Fin-
land. He covered the State fair with
such regularity that he was honored
with “Tom Allan Day’’ at the Nebraska
State Fair in 1997. His humor and hu-
mility were clear when he wrote, “I’d
rather they’d just given me a fat-hog
blue ribbon and let it go at that.”

In that same column Tom described
his job as the privilege of discovering
what is over the next hill and who is
around the next bend in the road along
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the byways of Nebraska. On behalf of
all Nebraskans, I would like to thank
Tom Allan for the privilege of his com-
pany and for the wonderful stories he
shared with all Nebraskans for over 50
years. We will always remember his
love for the State of Nebraska, and we
are grateful that through his stories he
taught us about Nebraska and helped
us understand ourselves.

Tom Allan passed away on June 27,
2003.e

————
RECOGNITION OF THE
MAGDALENA  RIDGE OBSERV-

ATORY

e Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
to congratulate the Office of Naval Re-
search for the successful design review
to begin development of the next great
astronomical telescope. The Navy is
the preeminent authority in the areas
of Precise Time and Astrometry, and
distributes Earth Orientation param-
eters and other Astronomical Data re-
quired for accurate navigation and fun-
damental astronomy. Now they are
managing an international team to
build the Magdalena Ridge Observ-
atory, MRO, on a 10,000 foot mountain
in central New Mexico. The Navy,
along with the Air Force, Army, and a
consortium of universities from the
United States and the United Kingdom,
will break ground on October 20 this
year.

This month, the prestigious scientific
journal, Physics Today, published a su-
perbly written article that explains the
MRO. The project will create a unique
array of mirrors that can take pictures
of bright celestial objects with a reso-
lution equivalent to a huge telescope
measuring 400 meters in diameter.

I ask that a copy of the article be
printed in the RECORD.

The article follows.

NEW MEXICO PLANS OPTICAL INTERFEROMETER
AND FAST-SLEWING TELESCOPE

How does a minor university land a major
observatory? In New Mexico Tech’s case, it
helped that the university has access to a
high, dark site, that the Magdalena Ridge
Observatory (MRO) will have national secu-
rity applications, and that the project has
allies in Congress.

“We had a coalition of universities looking
for an observatory,” says Van Romero, vice
president for research at New Mexico Tech
(officially the New Mexico Institute of Min-
ing and Technology), which has around 1800
students and 110 faculty members. New Mex-
ico Tech and its partners—New Mexico State
University, New Mexico Highlands Univer-
sity, and the University of Puerto Rico—
learned that the US Army’s neighboring
White Sands Missile Range wanted better
missile tracking capability and the Air
Force Research Laboratory in Albuquerque
was interested in developing adaptive optics.
“We seemed to have a critical mass—univer-
sities, along with more than one military
user,” says Romero. Representative Joe
Skeen and Senator Pete Domenici, both New
Mexico Republicans, supported creating the
MRO because the potential for education
outreach, adaptive optics research, and
world-class astronomy ‘‘all came together in
a happy confluence of ideas,” says Stephen
Traver, a legislative fellow in Domenici’s of-
fice who used to work for the now retired
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