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Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-

nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BONILLA) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. BONILLA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
consideration of H.R. 2673, and that I 
may include tabular and extraneous 
material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection.

f 

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2004 

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 2673) making ap-
propriations for Agriculture, Rural De-
velopment, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2004, and 
for other purposes; and pending that 
motion, Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that general debate be con-
fined to the bill, and be limited to not 
to exceed 1 hour, the time to be equally 
divided and controlled by the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) and 
myself. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
BONILLA). 

The motion was agreed to. 

b 1205 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2673, 
with Mr. DREIER in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
By unanimous consent, the first 

reading of the bill was dispensed with. 
The CHAIRMAN. Under the unani-

mous consent agreement, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BONILLA) and 
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAP-
TUR) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. BONILLA). 

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. BONILLA asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Chairman, I am pleased 
to bring before the House today the fiscal year 
2004 appropriations bill for Agriculture, Rural 
Development, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Related Agencies. 

My goal this year has been to produce a bi-
partisan bill, and I believe we have done a 
good job in reaching that goal. 

The Subcommittee began work on this bill 
with the submission of the President’s Budget 
on February 3rd. We had ten public hearings 
beginning on February 26th, and we com-
pleted our hearings on March 20th. The tran-
scripts of these hearings, the Administration’s 
official statements, the detailed budget re-
quests, several thousand questions for the 
record and the statements of Members and 
the public are all contained in eight hearing 
volumes. 

The Subcommittee and full Committee 
marked up the bill on June 17th and June 
25th, respectively. 

We have tried very hard to accommodate 
the requests of Members, and to provide in-
creases for critical programs. We received 
more than 2,380 individual requests for spe-
cific spending, from almost every member of 
the House. Reading all of the mail I received, 
I can confirm to you that the interest in this bill 
is completely bipartisan. However, I would 
point out that my own support for a member’s 
needs is dependent on that member’s support 
of the Committee in general, and of this bill in 
particular. 

This bill does have very limited increases 
over fiscal year 2003, or over the budget re-

quest, for programs that have always enjoyed 
strong bipartisan support. Those increases in-
clude:

Agricultural Research Service, $39 million 
above the request. 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, 
$38 million above last year, and $31 million 
above the request. 

Food Safety and Inspection Service, $30 
million above last year. 

Farm Service Agency, $33 million above 
last year. 

Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
$23 million over last year. 

Rural Community Advancement Program, 
$223 million above the request. 

Food and Drug Administration, $14 million 
over last year. 

Mr. Chairman, we all refer to this bill as an 
agriculture bill, but it does far more than as-
sisting basic agriculture. It also supports 
human nutrition, the environment, and food, 
drug and medical safety. This is a bill that will 
deliver benefits to every one of our constitu-
ents every day, no matter what kind of district 
they represent. 

I would say to all Members that they can 
support this bill and tell all of their constituents 
that they voted to improve their lives while 
maintaining fiscal responsibility. 

The bill is a bipartisan product with a lot of 
hard work and input from both sides of the 
aisle. I would like to thank the gentleman from 
Florida (Chairman YOUNG), and the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY), who serves as the 
distinguished chairman and ranking member 
of the Committee on Appropriations. I would 
also like to thank all my subcommittee col-
leagues: the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
WALSH); the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
KINGSTON); the gentleman from Washington 
(Mr. NETHERCUTT); the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. LATHAM); the gentlewoman from Missouri 
(Mrs. EMERSON); the gentleman from Virginia 
(Mr. GOODE); the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
LAHOOD); the gentlewoman from Connecticut 
(Ms. DELAURO); the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. HINCHEY); the gentleman from California 
(Mr. FARR); and the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. BOYD). 

In particular, I want to thank the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR), the distin-
guished ranking member of the subcommittee, 
for all her good work on this bill this year and 
the years in the past. 

Mr. Chairman I would like to include at this 
point in the RECORD tabular material relating to 
the bill.
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