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livestock that is too diseased, too weak, or too
injured to even stand on its own feet out of
our food chain.

American families do not want to put
downed animal meat products on their dinner
tables, and they do not want to worry about
whether the meat products purchased from a
restaurant contains meat from downed ani-
mals. As a matter of fact, new animal welfare
standards followed by burger-giants McDon-
ald’s, Burger King, and Wendy’s have ended
the purchase of meat from downed animals in
their food products. | applaud these moves
and America’s consumers applaud them as
well.

Common sense, as well as scientific data,
says that the meat taken from a downed ani-
mal is unfit for human consumption—its risk of
bacterial contamination and other diseases is
much much higher than the meat taken from
a healthy animal. U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) records show that downed ani-
mals are often afflicted with gangrene, malig-
nant lymphoma, pneumonia, and other serious
illnesses. According to the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration downed animals are responsible
for half of the drug residue found in meat be-
cause these animals are often very sick ani-
mals, and therefore, are often receiving a vari-
ety of drug treatments. Why would anyone
want to take a chance and eat this meat?

Not only would this legislation remove taint-
ed meat from the American marketplace, it
would help improve the treatment of animals
at auctions and slaughterhouses. Most
downed animals are old dairy cows, crippled
veal calves, and sometimes injured beef cat-
tle. These downed animals, too weak to stand
up on their own, are often shocked with elec-
tricity, moved with bulldozers, kicked and
dragged, all in the effort to move them along
the assembly lines to be slaughtered.

Mr. Chairman, our Nation has made great
strides in food processing and food production
over many years. We've come a long way
since the publication of Upton Sinclair's fa-
mous century-old work, “The Jungle.” But
there’s still a lot of needless cruelty that goes
on in these places. Upton Sinclair wrote back
then that the animals were strung up one by
one in a “cold-blooded, impersonal way, with-
out a pretense of apology.” This still occurs
today.

For instance, cows with broken legs are
often left for hours or even days without food
and water, let alone veterinary care. There is
no excuse for this cruel and inhumane treat-
ment in a civilized society. For the sake of our
society, our animals, and those who eat meat
products, the practice of slaughtering and con-
suming downed animals must be brought to
an end.

Americans rightly do not want to eat meat
from downed animals nor do they want to see
downed animals cruelly treated the way they
are at our slaughterhouses and animal auc-
tions. Five months after the publication of
“The Jungle,” President Theodore Roosevelt
and Congress took action by passing the first
“Pure Food and Drug Act” and the first “Meat
Inspection Act.”

Mr. Chairman, Congress needs to act again.
Americans want animals to be treated prop-
erly, and they want their food to be safe. |
urge Members to support and vote for the
Ackerman-LaTourette amendment.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Chairman, as Co-Chair of
the Congressional Friends of Animals Caucus
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| urge my colleagues to vote in favor of the
Ackerman Downed Animal Amendment.

Animals too weak, from sickness or injury,
to stand or walk are routinely pushed, kicked,
dragged, and prodded with electric shocks at
auctions and intermediate markets, in an effort
to move them to slaughter.

There is no excuse for this unnecessary tor-
ment.

The Ackerman amendment will protect
these downed animals by discouraging their
transport to livestock markets and requiring
they be humanely euthanized.

Some greedy individuals know livestock sold
for human consumption will bring a higher
price than livestock sold for other purposes.
To them, the money is more important than
the suffering of the animals. In moving these
animals to auctions and other markets, these
individuals display a cruel disregard for the
animals. They also ignore the fact that meat
from these animals may be unfit for consump-
tion.

Downed animals do not deserve this kind of
cruel treatment, and consumers do not de-
serve to be subjected to the risk of buying
contaminated meat products.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. All
time having expired, the question is on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ACKER-
MAN).

The question was taken; and the
Chairman pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Chairman, | de-
mand a recorded vote.

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ACKERMAN)
will be postponed.

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Chairman, | move
that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
GOODLATTE) having assumed the chair,
Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin, Chairman pro
tempore of the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.
2673) making appropriations for Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and
Drug Administration, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2004, and for other purposes,
had come to no resolution thereon.

———

LIMITATION ON AMENDMENTS
AND PROVIDING FOR FURTHER
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 2673, AG-
RICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2004

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
at any time for the Speaker, as though
pursuant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, to
declare the House resolved into the
Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union for further consider-
ation of H.R. 2673, which shall proceed
according to the following order:
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No further amendment to the bill
may be offered except pro forma
amendments offered by the chairman
and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Appropriations or their
designees for the purpose of debate and

An amendment by Ms. KAPTUR re-
garding biofuels, which will be debat-
able for 20 minutes;

An amendment by Ms. KAPTUR re-
garding APHIS;

An amendment by Ms. KAPTUR re-
garding credit cards;

An amendment by Ms. KAPTUR re-

garding the Website of the Department
of Agriculture;

An amendment by Mr. BROwWN of Ohio
regarding food safety, which shall be
debatable for 20 minutes.

Each such amendment may be offered
only by the Member designated in this
request, or a designee, shall not be sub-
ject to amendment, and shall not be
subject to a demand for a division of
the question in the House or in the
Committee of the Whole.

Except as specified, each such
amendment shall be debatable for 10
minutes, and debate on each amend-
ment shall be equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent.

All points of order against each of
the amendments shall be considered as
reserved pending completion of the de-
bate thereon; and each of the amend-
ments may be withdrawn by its pro-
ponent after debate thereon.

At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee
shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may
have been adopted. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to
final passage without intervening mo-
tion except for one motion to recom-
mit, with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

—————

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2004

Mr. BONILLA. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House resolve itself into the
Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union for the further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 2673) mak-
ing appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2004, and for other purposes.

The motion was agreed to.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill, H.R.
2673, with Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin in the
chair.
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